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Sky-high cost 
of the merger 
mistake that 
destroyed a 
top college 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

CHIEFS at K College admit they are like¬ 
ly to report another loss running into 
millions of pounds later this year. 

It comes in the week the college was 
told by skills minister Matthew Hancock 
it was to be broken up - signalling an 
end to its short life. 

But the biggest provider of further 
education in the county insists it will 
break even by next year, and has 
assured students it remains ‘business 
as usual’ despite the major upheaval 
behind the scenes. 

K College was formed by the much 
trumpeted merger of South Kent and 
West Kent colleges, agreed in 2008, 
and which came into force in 2010. 

But the new entity, which has sites in 
Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells, Ashford, 
Folkestone and Dover, and caters for 


nearly 15,000 students, found itself in a 
financial quagmire with debts last year 
totalling £16 million. 

More than 150 jobs were lost, princi¬ 
pal Bill Fearon resigned, and government 
body the Skills Funding Agency para¬ 
chuted financial experts into its manage¬ 
ment team to help halt the decline. 

And this week it was told the days of 
K College were numbered, with plans to 
break it up and recruit new manage¬ 
ment teams to take over its running. 

It means by 2014 it will be in new 
hands and under different names. 

The college itself has proposed it is 
divided in two separate entities; one 
comprising of Folkestone and Dover, 
the other of the three in-land sites. 

Either way, the K College brand will 
die. Its existing management team will 
not be part of the bidding process. 

Speaking to Kent on Sunday, interim 

Continued on page 2 



NIGHTINGALE HITS 
HOUSING SCHEME 


BATTLE: A bird colony has derailed a huge new housing development - SEE INSIDE 


DEVELOPMENT 

Club scraps 
hotel scheme 

AMBITIOUS plans to build a 
hotel at Kent County Cricket 
Club's St Lawrence Ground 
have been scrapped due to the 
economy. 

Instead, it has confirmed it 
will be buiLding a number of 
retirement flats at the Can¬ 
terbury site instead. For full 
details see inside. PAGE 3 


CRIME 

School in sex 
abuse probe 

A NUMBER of arrests have 
been made as part of an 
investigation into claims of sex¬ 
ual abuse at a former special 
school. 

A major probe is now under 
way into the allegations relat¬ 
ing to Swaylands School in 
Penshurst, which closed more 
than 20 years ago. PAGE 5 


HEALTH 

1 was dead for 
ten minutes’ 

A CANDIDATE in Last year's 
race to become Kent's Police 
and Crime Commissioner 
has revealed he ‘died’ for ten 
minutes after suffering a heart 
attack. 

But the quick actions of his 
wife, who delivered life-saving 
CPR. helped keep Dai Liyanage 
alive. PAGE 7 
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EDUCATION 

Government accused of free school bias after 
seizing site earmarked for grammar ‘satellite’ 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

AN HISTORIC breakthrough in the saga over grammar 
school provision in west Kent hangs in the balance after 
government ministers said a site earmarked for devel¬ 
opment should instead be used for a free school. 

It comes just two months after Kent County Council 
confirmed the old Wilderness School site in Sevenoaks 
- which currently has no selective school - would 
house two new grammar school annexes. 

The KCC-owned land is currently leased to the Knole 
Academy, but due to be vacated in 2015 once its 
£18.3 million extension is built, at which time the 
Sevenoaks Grammar School would open its doors. 

The law forbids the opening of new grammars, but 
changes made by the Government last year will enable 
one to open in the town as a ‘satellite’ of existing girls’ 
and boys’ grammar schools. 

But the Department for Education has now stepped 
in saying the Wildernesse site should instead be used 


for the planned Trinity Free School, which is due to 
open in September. 

Critics say there is no need for more non-selective 
provision in Sevenokas and that the free school would 
be half empty. They argue this is just a desperate push 
by the Government to see more free schools open un¬ 
der the Coalition’s flagship policy. 

KCC cabinet member for education Mike Whiting 
said it could be seen as a poor use of public money due 
to the surplus of places already seen in high schools in 
the district. 

“I am aware of the Government’s support to date for 
the Trinity School, and I have long been an advocate 
for a family of Kent schools of different types,” he said. 

“Indeed, the county council helped The Wells Free 
School to secure a site for its own future in Tunbridge 
Wells. However, the provision of a free school at Sev¬ 
enoaks could be seen as a poor use of public money, 
given the actual needs in the area.” 

“On this issue, and in this location, it is important 
for KCC to hold its course, because there is a clear need 


for selective education places in Sevenoaks, it is some¬ 
thing residents have asked us.” 

“We will be looking in detail at what the Govern¬ 
ment is proposing - and how we might respond.” 

Cllr Whiting said he and his colleagues at KCC 
remained committed to seeing a grammar school an¬ 
nexe set up in the town, which was a proposal prompt¬ 
ed by parents through a petition last year. 

County Hall chiefs voted in favour of the plan. 

Peter Read from Kent Independent Education Advice 
said KCC could take legal action, although the council 
denied it was taking any such steps at present. 

“The Government is seizing the land without any 
compensation to KCC,” said Mr Read. 

“The Government is pushing for a school for which 
there is no need and is ignoring the wishes of the com¬ 
munity. Government has a department dedicated to 
supporting free schools and another one saying we’d 
quite like to have a grammar school there.” 

Currently children in Sevenoaks have to travel out 
of the district to attend a grammar school. 
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TODAY: Showery spells of rain. Oc¬ 
casional bright or sunny spells. Max temp 
5-8C (41-46F). TONIGHT: Misty with the 
odd shower. Min temp -1 to 2C (30-36F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover 01.55 6.3 14.18 6,1 


Margate 0301 
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Flaws in original merger ‘noose around neck of new college’ 


Continued from front page 

principal Phil Frier, who joined in January, 
explained: “There will be quite big losses 
again for this financial year, but purely be¬ 
cause of the restructuring process. 

“I don’t think it will be a scary figure. 
The Government agencies are aware of 
this and are supportive. 

The final stage of the redundancy 
programme is now taking place - after 
which some 158 staff will have left. 

However, Mr Frier vowed the college 
is now balancing its books and will be 
fighting fit by 2014, when new owners 
will be in place. 

He adds: “Ultimately, the merger 
didn’t work. My analysis - and I’ve been 
involved in mergers elsewhere - is that 
there were a whole series of contributo¬ 
ry factors which led to the significant 
debts incurred. 

“The first was structural. There were 
flaws in the original merger to do with 
timescale and the way it was done. 

“Secondly, the debt associated with 
South Kent College at merger of more 
than £11 million was a noose around 
the neck of the new college. 

“Then there is the reduction in public 


funding generally which all colleges are 
experiencing, so a fall in revenue. 

“And finally there were leadership 
mistakes within the college. The princi¬ 
pal resigned, the finance director re¬ 
signed, five members of the governing 
body moved on. So there has been ac¬ 
ceptance of leadership mistakes inter¬ 
nally. I’m just glad they all didn’t go as 
there would now 
be a vacuum.” 

He also con¬ 
firmed the college 
remained in talks 
with housing de¬ 
velopers who have 
secured a deal to 
buy its Ashford site 
in Jemmett Road. 

With plans for a 
multi-million 
pound campus in 
the centre of the town put on ice due to 
its financial woes, and with no con¬ 
firmed replacement site in place, the 
college needs to extend its stay in its ex¬ 
isting buildings. 

Mr Frier stays he expects the college 
to remain there for potentially the next 


three years. All of which is in stark con¬ 
trast to the multi-million pound com¬ 
plex in Tonbridge which has been sub¬ 
ject to an almost complete rebuild in 
recent years. 

Mr Frier added: “K College won’t die 
immediately. We will continue to offer 
provision and in September 2013, we will 
make a commitment to any student the 
course they embark 
on will be guaran¬ 
teed - whether that 
is a two or three- 
year course-backed 
by the funding 
agency and govern¬ 
ment departments. 

“By September 
2014, there will be 
new management 
and organisation 
taking over the run¬ 
ning of the college. The brand and name 
across the door will change, but the range 
and quality of provision shouldn’t. 

“This is also going to be conducted in 
an open manner. In the past mergers 
were done behind closed doors, which I 
think was a problem here when the 


merger was agreed three years ago.” 

A statement from the Skills Funding 
Agency explained: “The Department for 
Business Innovation and Skills, the Skills 
Funding Agency and the Education Fund¬ 
ing Agency (EFA) have reviewed K Col¬ 
lege’s structure and prospects appraisal, 
which sets out proposals for securing a 
viable future for education and training 
services delivered by the college. 

“Following the appraisal review, the 
skills minister has agreed the agency 
will run a competitive tender exercise 
for its provision and the EFA’s provision 
currently delivered by the college. 

“Proposals submitted will need to 
demonstrate how they meet the needs 
of local people and businesses. The col¬ 
lege will now concentrate on ensuring 
continuity of learning is maintained 
throughout the competition and the 
subsequent transition period. 

“We expect to have secured the deliv¬ 
ery of replacement provision, through the 
competition process, by early 2014.” 

The news was welcomed by cam¬ 
paigners who had feared Folkestone and 
Dover campuses may originally have 
had to be sold off to balance the books. 



BAD MARKS: K College will be split up 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS 

Top of the range ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling 
garage door, superb product maintenance free. 

Totally secure and fully guaranteed. 

RRP £2,155.00 

NOW JUST £699 



TO SEE THIS ‘SEGURO’ DOOR 
WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION 


TEL: 01622 765993 


INC VAT & FITTED FREE!!* 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call: 01622 765993 Quote Ref K.O.S 


MAIDSTONE • CANTERBURY 
CROYDON • COLCHESTER 

www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 
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LITERATURE 


TELEVISION 


Book reveals the power of urban 
legends and other creepy tales 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biLL@archant.co.uk 

A PHANTOM hitchhiker on Blue Bell Hill and a 
smartly dressed shopper in Bluewater with mur¬ 
derous intent are just two of the county’s most 
popular urban legends. 

And let’s not forget the much-repeated tale of 
one of the world’s greatest footballers offering to 
pay off someone’s mortgate in return for cancel¬ 
ling a wedding at a popular venue. 

Now they, and many others, have been 
brought together to form the basis of a new book 
examining the roots, and reality, of some of 
Kent’s most discussed tall stories. 

Neil Arnold, 38, from Rochester, has compiled 
Kent Urban Legends, his latest book outlining 
creepy tales and historical hearsay that con¬ 
tinues to be passed off as fact in workplaces 
and playgrounds around the county. 

Mr Arnold explained: “They are friend- 
of-a-friend stories, passed down through 
generations and often taken as fact. 

“They are campfire tales and folk 
tales. They are always around 
these stories, they are like Chi¬ 
nese whispers.” 

Mr Arnold is a renowned 
investigator into the coun¬ 
ty’s mysteries - and is an 
expert and firm believer in 
big cats living in Kent. 

He added: “With some of 
the stories I have gone out 
and researched them, like 
the girl hitchhiker on Blue 
Bell Hill.” 

A number of motorists 
have claimed they have 
either knocked down or picked 
up a woman along Blue Bell Hill 


near Maidstone, only for her to then disappear. 

Mr Arnold explained: “People who experience 
it don’t generally pick up a hitchhiker, they actu¬ 
ally knock a girl down. It’s been tracked back to 
a crash in the 1950s and then further back to a 
murder in the early 1900s. So some urban leg¬ 
ends have a true basis, but with ghosts it’s obvi¬ 
ously impossible to prove anything. 

“Then there is the one about the famous foot¬ 
baller who offered to pay off a person’s mortgage 
because they had double-booked a venue for 
their wedding. It’s all complete rubbish, but it 
even makes the papers. 

“That is the power of these stories - everybody 
thinks it’s true because it happened to a friend of 
a friend. 

“There was a story 
that went around just 
after Bluewater first 
opened. 

“There was a woman 
who gives a smartly dressed 
man a lift because he has 
broken down in the car park. 
She then comes to her senses 
about giving a stranger a lift 
and asks him to get out and 
check a tyre before she quickly 
drives off. But the man leaves 
a suitcase in the back. When 
she checks it, the case is full 
of knives and torture 
equipment. 

“There is some really 
creepy stuff.” 

I Kent Urban Legends is 
released on March 25 and 
Neil Arnold will be sign¬ 
ing copies at Maidstone 
Waterstones on Satur¬ 
day, April 6, from 11am. 



DEVELOPMENT 


Retirement homes to replace hotel 
in cricket ground redevelopment 


KENT County Cricket Club has 
scrapped plans to build a hotel 
overlooking the St Lawrence 
Ground in Canterbury and will 
instead look to build retire¬ 
ment apartments. 

As part of the extensive 
ground redevelopment, the 
club had hoped to build a hotel 
and fitness centre, but was 
unable to attract the right 
scheme in the tough financial 
climate. 

Now it has teamed up with 
McCarthy & Stone to look at 
proposals to build a ‘high- 
quality residential scheme' 
comprising apartments 
‘designed for those wishing 
to remain active in later life'. 

However, it raises questions 
about how the move fits into 
the club’s previous claim that 
to make the redevelopment 
work, it needed to generate 
business 365-days-a-year. 



PROPOSALS: The cricket club is looking at development plans 


The county club will start a 
consultation in the coming 
months to inform club 
members, residents, busi¬ 
nesses and other interested 
groups about the specifics. 

Kent chief executive Jamie 
Clifford said: "The club, after 
considerable efforts to 
generate interest, has 
concluded that the prospect of 
securing a high-quality hotel 
developer is extremely remote. 

"McCarthy & Stone is a 
leader in its field, I hope we can 


look forward to seeing a high 
quality scheme developed." 

A spokesman for the firm 
added: "We are committed to 
engaging with the community 
and club and will be offering 
residents and members the 
opportunity to meet with the 
project team to discuss early 
proposals. This will ensure 
residents and stakeholders 
can view and comment on 
the plans, and allow people 
to speak with the team and 
provide feedback." 



AUTHOR: Investigator Neil Arnold 


Later...comes to county 

HIT music TV show Later...with Jools Holland is 
to switch to Maidstone Studios following the 
closure of BBC Television Centre in London. 

The BBC2 show often attracts the biggest 
names in the music industry and producers had 
been hunting for a new location for a year. 

Executive producer Mark Cooper said: "It's 
taken a long time to find, but Maidstone has 
made us very welcome." 

Mr Holland lives in Cooling on Hoo. 

CRIME 

OAP in loan shark probe 

A PENSIONER has been released on bail after 
being arrested on suspicion of being a loan shark. 

The 66-year-old woman was arrested 
following a raid on a house in the Gravesend 
area by the England Illegal Money Lending 
Team, in partnership with Kent County Council. 
She is due to report back to police on May 30. 

FUNERAL 

Leader’s final farewell 

FRIENDS and family paid an emotional final 
tribute to the leader of Ashford Borough Council 
on Wednesday, at the funeral of Peter Wood. 

The Conservative politician died earlier this 
month, just days after saying he was having to 
step down temporarily as leader after surgery. A 
service, attended by the likes of MP Damian 
Green, took place at a town centre church. 



r 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 

MORRIS AND TURNER YOUR 
BATHROOM SPECIALIST SUPPLYING 
TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC 

With over 50 years of trading/experience we 
can help you choose your perfect bathroom. 

We can offer you a Shower Showroom, 
bathroom showroom and have a wide choice in 
style and can suit your budget. 

In addition we have ilI 

Electric fires to Multi fuel 
is, again a choice to suit your style and budget. 


Showrooms are at Third Avenue Chatham and at 
Dockside, Chatham Open 7 days a week 

See our website for more details 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
or call 01634 813813 

and speak to a member of the team 


Morris & Turner Bathroom & Fireplace Warehouse Ltd, Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
Telephone: 01634 813813 


Bathroom Clearance Showroom at Dockside Chatham, first floor next to escalator 
Open: Mon-Wed & Sat 10-6pm Thur & Fri 10-7pm Sun 1 l-5pm Tel: 07919 046229 
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Planning your new kitchen, bathroom or bedroom? 

Newly launched: The Kent Collection 

The most affordable range of furniture ever 
manufactured and offered by Ream. 

Visit our impressive 6,000 sq ft award-winning showroom 
at Gillingham for inspiration and unrivalled choice. 

We offer a FREE professional design service. 
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CRIME 


Police investigate sex abuse allegations at a 
former special school in picturesque village 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

A MAJOR probe into claims of child sex abuse 
at a school in a picturesque village is likely 
to have been sparked after victims found the 
courage to speak out in the light of the Jimmy 
Savile scandal. 

This week it emerged four arrests had been 
made in relation to offences at Swaylands School 
in Penshurst, near Tonbridge, between 1967 
and 1993. 

The school - which catered for pupils with 
learning, emotional and behavioural difficulties 
-closed in 1994. 

Some 20 victims have been identified by the 
Kent and Essex Serious Crime Directorate, which 
is spearheading the investigation. 

A 70-year-man from Lancashire, a 72-year- 
old man from Norfolk, a 69-year-old man from 
Edinburgh and a 60-year-old man from Berk¬ 
shire have all been arrested and bailed. 

It comes 10 years after two men were jailed for 
sex offences against four children at the school. 

This latest investigation was launched by 
officers with support from charity the National 
Association for People Abused in Childhood 
(NAPAC), which is on hand to help victims by 
offering support. 

Acting operations manager John Bird said the 
Swaylands investigation was a consequence of 
the Jimmy Savile expose where victims of sexual 
abuse were finally finding the courage to come 
forward and speak out for the first time. 

Calls to the charity’s support line have soared 
since ITV’s Exposure documentary at the end of 
last year. 

Explained Mr Bird: “The Swaylands School 
case is absolutely an example of victims finding 
the courage to come forward. 

“A report by HM Inspectorate of Constabulary 
released this week pointed this out; it’s the 
Yewtree effect.” 

Operation Yewtree is the name of the investi¬ 
gation into abuse by Savile and others in the en¬ 
tertainment industry. 



YEWTREE EFFECT: Shamed former star Jimmy 
Savile (above) and former site of Swaylands (right) 

“Victims feel they will be taken seriously by 
police now; they feel like they can finally come 
forward,” said Mr Bird. “Views of society are 
changing. We knew all these victims were out 
there and now they’re speaking out.” 

Mr Bird said while he could not comment on 
Swaylands School due to the on-going investiga¬ 
tion, he said that vulnerable or troubled 
children were more at risk of being targeted by 
paedophiles. 

“Jimmy Savile went to Duncroft School and 
even into hospitals to target children,” he said. 

“I can’t comment on Swaylands, but in gen¬ 
eral terms, vulnerable children are more at 
risk.” 

As part of the Penshurst probe, three addition¬ 
al suspects were identified by officers but died 
before the investigation was launched. 


DEVELOPMENT 

Campaigners celebrate as homes 
plan is halted by rare nightingales 


THE iconic nightingale could 
scupper plans for a controver¬ 
sial housing development of 
5,000 homes in Medway. 

Government advisor Natural 
England has made Lodge Hill, 
on Land north of the A228 at 
Chattenden on the Hoo 
Peninsula, a Site of Special Sci¬ 
entific Interest (SSSI). 

The land was earmarked for 
development of a new town by 
Land Securities, with 5,000 
homes and community facilities, 
including schools and roads. 

But Natural England has 
given the site top protection 
after it found it to have a 
significant nightingale breeding 
population, with more than 80 
of the singing birds Living at the 
former army base. 



Campaigners from the Kent 
Wildlife Trust and RSPB hope 
this will mean the end to the 
development, which they argue 
would destroy precious Land 
supporting not only nightin¬ 
gales, but bats, Lizards, snakes, 
badgers and rare insects such 
as the shrill carder-bee. 

But Medway Council has 
vowed to challenge Natural 


England's decision. 

Portfolio holder for econom¬ 
ic growth and strategic 
development, Jane Chitty, 
said: "We will be Looking to 
meet with ministers and 
reverse this ill-considered 
decision so that we can move 
forward with delivering the 
homes that Local families 
urgently require. 

Developer Land Securities 
stressed its masterplan 
proposals were woven into the 
existing landscape and that 
parts would be enhanced, 
preserved and protected. 

A spokesman said it was 
disappointed with the decision. 

Interested parties have been 
given until July 15 to make 
representations. 


Detective Chief Inspector Paul Fotheringham 
said: “This is a complex inquiry, where we have 
traced many people and records spanning a 
number of years. 

“Kent Police take allegations of previously un¬ 
reported offending seriously and every effort is 
made to investigate whenever appropriate and 
possible. 

“We have also been working with a number of 
charities to ensure appropriate support is in place 
for the victims we have been speaking with.” 

NAP AC is working with Kent Police to help 
support any victims. 

Chief executive Peter Saunders said: “Coming 
forward and speaking with the police about the 
crime of childhood abuse is never easy. 

“It is a particularly nasty crime that often 
leaves the victim feeling vulnerable and anxious. 
These feelings usually persist long into adult¬ 
hood. NAP AC is pleased to be working alongside 
Kent Police to address these fears and they will 
pass on our contact details to anyone who needs 
our support.” 

Police investigating officers can be reached by 
leaving a message on the answerphone on 
01622 654852. 

■ To contact NAPAC, call the freephone 
support line 0800 085 3330 or go to www. 
napac.org.uk for more information. 

Visit www.kent.police.uk/advice for further 
advice on abuse or serious assault. 


SWAYLANDS 



The school was run by the London borough 
of Barnet from 1965 to 1994. 

It was initially a school for young people 
with moderate Learning difficulties, but from 
1987 it became a school for boys aged 11-17 
with emotional and behavioural difficulties. 

Council chiefs said they became aware of 
allegations of sexual abuse of students by 
two staff members in December 1992 - who 
were Later convicted - and the following 
year carried out an inquiry, recommending 
the closure of the school. In Late 2011, the 
council received further allegations from ex- 
pupils, which were passed to Kent Police. 

Cabinet member for education, children 
and families at Barnet council, Andrew 
Harper, said: "We've been working closely 
with Kent Police, but we cannot comment 
in any way on the allegations while they 
are subject to a criminal investigation." 



Mercedes-Benz 


Our new Online Van Service Advisor is now live at Sparshatts of Kent Ltd 

Offering a fast and convenient way to get a quote or request a booking for your 
next Mercedes-Benz Van Service or repair 

www.mercedes-benzvanservicing.co.uk/sparshatts 


It’s available 24/7 online, with no hidden charges, the prices are for fixed price 
repairs, so its quick and upfront to get a quotes. 



Online No obligation Quote Convenient First-class Service QR Code 



Of course you can still call us or drop in to get your quote or make your booking, just call 

0844 396 1122 : Ashford : Dartford : Sittingbourne : Tunbridge Wells 
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THE SECURITY 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


ritelite 


DON'T JUST DOUBLE GLAZE IT 


seen 

onlTV 


To introduce our new range of Britelite triple glazed windows we are 

offering them for the same price as our double glazed units! A superb opportunity 

for you to enjoy all the benefits of our A+11 energy efficient triple glazed windows at no extra cost! 


TRIPLE 

TRIPLE 

TRIPLE 


OPTIWHITE GLASS 


ARGON GAS CAVITY 


PILKINGTONK GLASS 


ARGON GAS CAVITY 


Thermal Energy rating of A+11 as opposed 
to our double glazing which is A+2 


PILKINGTONK GLASS 


INTERCEPTWARM C 
EDGESPACERBAR \A 


10 point locking system with 
deadbolt Security 

£1,000 Anti intrusion Cover Guarantee 


32db sound reduction means that triple 
glazing will make your home noticeably 
quieter. Perfect for homes near to 
trainlines, busy roads and airports 


THERMAL 

REINFORCING 


WSouth East 
Visit our website for a^^^pnline quote 


t As required to meet British Standards 

* Offer applies to retail customers for quotes given between 1/2/13 and now 31/3/13 


e 0800 50 70 


windows.co. uk 
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EMERGENCY 

‘I went into the house and dropped down dead’ 


Crime commissioner candidate tells Marijke Cox how his wife brought him back to Life 



NOT MY DAY 
TO DIE: Dai 

Liyanage was 
‘dead’ for 
ten minutes 
before his 
wife's efforts 
brought him 
back to Life 


A CONTENDER in last year’s Police 
and Crime Commissioner (PCC) race 
has described the moment he dropped 
dead of a heart attack for a terrifying 
10 minutes only to be saved by the 
brave actions of his wife. 

Dai Liyanage, who stood as an inde¬ 
pendent candidate in last November’s 
PCC election, had been clearing snow 
from the front of his Rainham home 
on January 20 before he collapsed. 

“I went into the house to have a 
drink and I dropped down dead,” he 
said. “Luckily my wife heard the thud 
as I hit the wooden floor and she 
rushed in to find me.” 

The 6 8-year-old had no pulse and 
no other signs of life. 

His quick-thinking wife Mary, who 
is a nurse, jumped into action and per¬ 
formed CPR (see box) for an achingly 
long 10 minutes before an ambulance 
crew arrived. 

“I was dead for 10 minutes and my 
wife brought me back to life,” said Sri 
Lanka-born Mr Liyanage, a well-known 
face around Medway and a former 
high ranking Liberal Democrat. 

“The first thing I saw was two am¬ 
bulance people looking at me. They 
took my blood pressure and probably 
thought I’d just fainted because I 


walked to the ambulance - perhaps I 
shouldn’t have done really.” 

It was only when he arrived at Med¬ 
way Maritime Hospital that tests 
showed he had suffered a heart attack. 
Further tests revealed he had severely 
blocked arteries to his heart and would 


have to go to a London hospital for a 
triple heart bypass. 

“I’m such a fit guy; I go to the gym 
three times a week - I’ve never had 
any problems with my heart before,” 
he said. 

The father-of-two said despite cross¬ 


ing to the other side for 10 minutes he 
has no recollection and few lasting ef¬ 
fects from his brush with death. 

“I’m a little bit slower in doing 
things like getting my papers together, 
but other than that - and recovering 
from my operation - I’m fine, ” he said. 
“I’m so lucky my wife was there.” 

The couple have been married for 
41 years. 

Mr Liyanage was a prominent can¬ 
didate in the PCC race, one of only two 
independents standing. 

His previous political career saw 
him serve as Mayor of Medway in 
1999-2000 and as a member of Kent 
County Council, the old Gillingham 
Borough Council and Medway Coun¬ 
cil. He was also a member of the now 
defunct Kent Police Authority, which 
was replaced with the new PCC model 
in November. 

He is involved in charity work both 
locally and in his home country of Sri 
Lanka. But for the time being he plans 
to take some time to recover from his 
ordeal. 

“I’m going to take it easy for a while. 
I do a lot of charity work; I was sup¬ 
posed to be in Sri Lanka now but I 
didn’t go. I’ll probably go out in Sep¬ 
tember. I need to have a rest.” 


FIRST AID 


Cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR) is a first aid technique that 
can be used if someone is not 
breathing properly or if their 
heart has stopped. 

Chest compressions and 
rescue breaths keep blood and 
oxygen circulating in the body 
and enhance the chances of 
survival when medical attention 
arrives. 

If someone is not breathing 
normally and is not moving or 
responding to you after an 
accident, call 999 for an 
ambulance. Then, if you can, 
start CPR straight away. 

Do you want to learn how 
to potentially save a life? 

Regular first aid courses take 
place across the county. 

Among them are courses by 
St John Ambulance and the Red 
Cross. For details see: 

www.sja.org.uk 

www.redcross.org.uk 


Seasonal Showroom Clearance 



UPt ° ‘ % 

off 

across the store 

Quick delivery 


Check out the clearance area on our 
website for full details and prices. 


PI ark’ pc 
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furnishers 


erco 


Display models to clear at Massive reductions 


nathan 


WWW.ClarkesfumisherS.CO.uk Sandling Road, Maidstone Tel. 01622 753073 
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HISTORY 

Was real Robin Hood from spa town? 

Nick Ames investigates theory the Legendary outlaw actually came from a tiny hamlet in the Weald 



A STARRING ROLE FOR ENGLISH HISTORY’S LOVEABLE ROGUE 


ROBIN Hood is one of English history’s most 
famous figures and is usually portrayed as fighting 
the Norman lords of England during the reign of 
King Richard I. 

Hiding in Sherwood Forest, it is claimed he 
robbed from the rich and gave to the poor with his 
principal opponent the Sheriff of Nottingham. 

He became a popular folk figure in the medieval 
period continuing through to modern literature, 
films and television. 


Among the first mention of him is in a 15th 
century rhyme which starts: "Robyn hode in 
scherewode stod." 

Records show a man named Robin Hood lived in 
Wakefield, Yorkshire, in the 13th and 14th 
centuries, but it is possible that the name is a 
generic one for outlaws. 

In popular culture his exploits have been 
portrayed on film by many famous actors including 
Errol Flynn, Russell Crowe and Kevin Costner. 


ROBIN Hood may by synonymous 
with Sherwood Forest, but according 
to one historian the real-life character 
on which the legend could be based 
may be far closer to home. 

Because this week it emerged Eng¬ 
land’s most famous outlaw may have 
been from Tunbridge Wells. 

And rather than Sherwood Forest, it 
was the Weald in which he took on the 
rich and powerful in medieval times. 

The claims were made by historian 
Sean McGlynn who says Robin may 
have been William of Kensham. 

Kensham is a tiny hamlet between 
Rolvenden and Sandhurst. 

According to Mr McGlynn, William 
conducted a guerrilla war against 
the French forces of Prince Louis who 
invaded England in 1216. 

Mr McGlynn suggests William led a 
band of archers who attacked the 
French in the forests which dominated 
the Weald. The little-known French 
occupation lasted around 18 months 
before it was finaly thwarted. 

He said: “It’s hard to find another 
contender for the Robin Hood story 
from this age or afterwards who is 
both a hero and an outlaw. 

“In William we have both: a feted 


resistance fighter, loyally protecting 
the crown, but also, from Louis’ per¬ 
spective, an egregious outlaw defying 
the rule of the imposed new regime.” 

William used the alias ‘Willikin of 
the Weald’ according to the research. 

Mr McGlynn has spent many hours 
poring over medieval documents for 
his new book Blood Cries Afar. 

He discovered William was involved 
in daring ambushes against an invad¬ 
ing force. He and his band of 1,000 
men had fled to the Kentish Weald for¬ 
ests after the French came to southern 
England at the invitation of barons 
opposing King John. 


William and his men were skilled at 
raiding the French forces and may 
have returned stolen property to lo¬ 
cals, giving rise to the robbing the rich 
to give to the poor story. 

The academic believes William did 
visit Nottingham, which adopted the 
much-loved hero and ever since has 
been associated with him. 

Mr McGlynn says: “If you want to 
find the source of the Robin Hood 
stories it’s most likely to be William. 
We don’t find anyone else who comes 
remotely close. Yes, he was serving 
bad King John, but the key thing is he 
was fighting the French. He was an 


English freedom fighter.” He added 
that William was living at the same 
time the Robin Hood legend emerged 
whereas other claimants to the title 
came much later so they can be dis¬ 
missed as imposters. 

And according to research, like 
Robin of legend, William was profi¬ 
cient with the longbow. 

But Mr McGlynn added that Wil¬ 
liam could only be one of many inspi¬ 
rations for the famous story. 

“The most probable truth behind 
the Robin Hood legend is that over 
time storytellers incorporated and 
conflated various characters from a 


range of stories and settled on the in¬ 
stantly recognisable name of Robin 
Hood as the woodsman,” he said. 

Angus Donald is a best-selling novel¬ 
ist who has written about Robin Hood 
in his series The Outlaw Chronicles, 
with three short stories coming out on 
ebooks this month and a novel called 
Grail Knight out in the summer. 

He lives in Tonbridge and says he 
was fascinated when he heard the 
new theory. 

“I think it’s a lovely idea,” he said. 
“But I feel Willikin of the Weald is a sep¬ 
arate legend and Robin’s true roots lie 
in Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire.” 


LOCAL FIREPLACE & 
APPLIANCE SHOWROOM 



A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 


Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 


Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 

Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas safe registered • Medway fair trader member 


9 



BDL GAS SERVICES 

B 01634 232048 A 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 
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EVB4 DEATH MUST BOW TO HELL'S CONQUEROR . 
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DATE: 31 MARCH 2013 AT 10.00AM 

EASTER SERVICE AT PRAYER CITY 

BUCKMORE PARK, CHATHAM, KENT ME5 9QG, RIGHT BESIDE JUNCTION 3 

OF THE M2 MOTORWAY. NEAREST MAJN-LINE STATION - CHATHAM 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 020 8525 0000. 

FMAIl EYFNTSftICICC.ORG UK OR VISIT KICC ORG UK 

FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE FROM CHATHAM STATION AT 8:45AM 
AND EVERT 16 MINUTES INTERVAL UN’Il 1C 30AM 
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DC 


Implant Centres 

www.smileinaday.co.uk 

The ultimate 
alternative to 
dentures 

No more loose, missing or 
false teeth - because now there's 

Smile-1 n-A-Day! 


Award Winning Dental ImplantTreatment 


If you've lost confidence because of dentures, or loose or missing teeth, the advanced 
Smile In A Day technique from TDC is the answer. 

Well give you a natural smile with smooth,even teeth using a method that takes less time and 
causes less pain and discomfort than conventional treatment. We don't use dentures, plates, 
crowns or caps. Instead, we employ a technologically-advanced technique which provides a 
permanent solution so you can talk,smile, laugh and eat with absolute confidence. 

How can we give you all this in just one day? Because our General Dental Council registered 
specialists* use a pioneering system that is both tried and tested. And because we've refined our 
skills to become as efficient as possible. 


Call today to see how Smile In A Day can give you all this: 


• A permanent, natural smile 

• The ability to enjoy food again 
Confidence when you meet people 

• An end to shame and embarrassment 


Extremely high success rate 

Superior skill levels from registered specialists 

Full guarantee on all work 

Choice of easy payment options 


Call today to arrange your free, no obligation consultation. 


free 0800 041 3011 

Visit our website for more information: www.smileinaday.co.uk 


A^/ARQS- 

Wil'jNEh 


Before 


Dentures or loose or 
missing teeth means lack 
of confidence, reluctance 
to smile, inability to eat 
properly and enjoy food. 



After 


Smile In A Day gives you 
back your confidence with 
a beaming, natural smile - 
and lets you eat and enjoy 
whatever you want. 



TDC Harley Street Clinic 


77 Harley Street, London W1G 8QN 


TDC Folkestone Clinic 


Suite 1,92 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BE 


TDC Peterborough Clinic 


3rd Floor Market Chambers, Cathedral Square, 
Peterborough PEI 1XW 


Read more testimonials from our happy 
customers on our website. 

"Wow. Thank you so, so much. 
I love my new smile." 

Sally Ann, Smile In A Day patient. 




Let Smile In A Day bring back your smile. 


*Our surgeons are all specialist Periodontists or Maxillofacial surgeons. **lf you are not calling from a landline, call charges may apply. 
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of Park Home Living 


Hedge Barton £179,950 

Fordcome, Turnbridge Wells, TN3 0SL 


£189,500 

Bognor Regis, West Sussex, P022 9SW 



IT Ea 


42' x 20' Wessex The Bungalow 

A new modern home boasting a 
beautiful kitchen & superb utility room. 
Co-ordinated throughout with a wall 
mounted fireplace. Two exceptional 
bedrooms. 


ThornleaPark £199,995 

Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7QS 




35' x 22' Omar Middleton 

A new two double bedrooms, master with 
en-suite and walk-in-wardrobe. A modern 
stylish fitted kitchen including all integrated 
appliances and utility area. Spacious 
lounge/diner and main bathroom. 


Thornlea Park 

Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7QS 


TWIN PLOT 

44ft Twin Plot 
on which you can design 
and spec your own home 
from a manufacturer 
of your choice. 


Thornlea Park £84,950 

Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7QS 



38' x 10' New Tingdene Single 

This new home with open plan aspect, 
bright fitted kitchen with integrated 
appliances has two bedrooms, a single and 
double both have fitted wardrobes. Cosy 
lounge with feature fireplace to one wall. 


Allhallows Park £182,500 

Rochester, Kent, ME3 9TD 


42' x 20' Omar Oulton Regency 

On entering this new home you are enveloped with the professional 
interior design offering co-ordinating colours exuberating both warmth 
and comfort and well proportioned lounge/diner with a contemporary 
feature fireplace,leading into a fully fitted bright kitchen complete 
with integrated appliances for any modern kitchen. Two stylish double 
bedrooms with master boasting walk-in-wardrobe and en-suite shower 
room. The main white bathroom suite offers a touch of elegance to 
relax and unwind. The exterior includes own driveway with the garden 
being laid to lawn. 


44' x 22' Pathfinder Regency Spec. 

A new two double bedrooms, master 
with en-suite and walk-in-wardrobe. A 
modern stylish fitted kitchen including 
all integrated appliances and separate 
study. Spacious lounge/diner and main 
bathroom. 


Please Note: Library Photographs may have been used in this 
advertisement, merely to depict the make or 
model of home for sale. 


We also have some stunningly 
beautiful and enviable parks in 
the counties of 

Avon, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, 
Cornwall, Dorset, Essex, 
Gloucestershire, Hampshire, 
Hertfordshire, Lincolnshire, Kent, 
Norfolk, Northamptonshire, 
Suffolk, Surrey, West Sussex 
and Yorkshire. 


Are you looking to downsize and 
release capital, but still have a 
detached residence with all of 
today’s modern conveniences? 

To make the most of your retirement years you will 
want peace of mind, comfort, independence and 
security as well as having like-minded friends and 
neighbours around you. 

By relocating to a Park Life Group estate you will not 
only be moving to a welcoming and secure community, 
you will be living the park home lifestyle. 

Established since 1945 we have over 50 parks across 
17 counties and celebrate almost 70 years of 
excellence. We have built up a reputation for high quality 
homes and excellent customer service. 

With fully furnished homes set in tranquil, picturesque 
locations, while allowing easy access to the surrounding 
towns for days out or visit’s to local attractions, you can 
have the best of both worlds and enjoy your retirement. 

Hedge Barton Park 

Chafford Lane, Fordcombe, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 0SL 
Initially an orchard, hedge Barton Park has many lovely 
landscaped lawns and gardens, all set in luscious Kent scenery. 
This beautiful countryside park is wonderfully peaceful, while not 
being too far from the amenities of nearby Fordcombe village and 
larger Royal Tunbridge Wells. Surrounded by mature trees and 
countryside, it is one of the prettiest parks in the region. 

Thornlea Park 

Lyminster Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 7QS 
Clean air, the sea just over the horizon and a wonderfully 
relaxed South Coast pace of life all combine to make 
Thornlea Park an excellent place to retire. Only a few 
miles from the seaside, and close to the amenities of 
nearby Wick, the park is superbly located in velvet 
West Sussex countryside. A stylish landscape 
entrance, flint walls and wrought iron 
electric gates enhance the element 
of a safe and secure living. 










(i l 


Part Exchange Available: 

Solicitor ana Agents fees paid. 

Part Exchange Example: 

Park Home Price: £129,950 
House Price: £200,000 

Cash to you: £70,050 


Exclusive Residential Park 

Homes from £ 89,950 

Development plots also 
available for you to design 
your own home. 
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CRIME 


ENVIRONMENT 


Ex-MP tells disgraced Huhne: 
Prison’s tough but not terrible 


Keep your head down and make yourself useful, advises ex-con 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

FORMER Government minister and Thanet 
South MP Jonathan Aitken, jailed for perjury 14 
years ago, has told shamed Chris Huhne and 
Vicky Pryce: “Do your bird quietly”. 

And to help him through his time in prison, 
the former Conservative politician has sent the 
shamed former Liberal Democrat minister a copy 
of his book about life behind bars. 

The two have also exchanged letters. 

Mr Huhne was jailed for eight months after 
pleading guilty to perverting the course of justice. 

His wife - who he has subsequently divorced 
- had agreed to take his penalty points on her 
driving licence following an offence in 2003. She 
was also jailed for eight months. 

Much has been made of the couple’s dramatic 
fall from grace, from power brokers to becoming 
embroiled in a bitter court case which ultimately 
ruined the reputations of both. 

For Mr Aitken, prison is an experience he is 
only too familiar with (see box). 

“It’s a tough experience but not a terrible 
one,” said Mr Aitken after the pair were 
sent to prison this week. “The first few 
days in prison are pretty disorientating 
and disconnecting. It is a cultural 
world of its own. But although it is dis¬ 
tressing it’s tough rather than terrible. 

“Contrary to the tabloids, it’s usually 
not dangerous at all. Prison officers run 
a tight and decent ship and are very care¬ 
ful to make sure nobody is subject to bully¬ 
ing. They cannot ensure this 100 per cent, of 
course, but generally they do a good job. 

“They [Huhne and Pryce] should keep their 
heads down and keep a low profile, settle down 
and do their bird quietly, as they say. ” 

Mr Aitken said he wrote to Mr Huhne and re¬ 
ceived a letter back. He has also sent the former 
energy minister a copy of his book about his pris- 



PRISON: Former Thanet South MP Jonathan 
Aitken has offered adviced to Chris Huhne, below 


on experiences, Porridge and Passion. 

Mr Aitken, who studied the Christian faith 
while in Belmarsh Prison, said being use¬ 
ful to other inmates is a way Mr Huhne 
and his ex-wife Vicky Pryce can help 
themselves and others. 

“There is the opportunity to read 
and write letters for the largely sub-lit¬ 
erate prison population,” he said. 
“They can also teach literacy skills un¬ 
der a scheme called Toe to Toe, which 
has proved very successful. 

“Both Vicky Pryce and Chris Huhne en¬ 
ter prison, as I did, at a relatively old age. The 
average age of a prisoner is 25 and there are 
many teens, so they can be a steadying influence.” 

This week Mr Aitken took part in a fundrais¬ 
ing event at Annabel’s nightclub in London with 
two former fellow Belmarsh fellow-inmates, Ra¬ 
zor Smith, who now edits a newspaper for pris¬ 
oners and Leroy Skeete. 




MANUFACTURERS & INSTALLERS OF 


WINDOWS DOORS * CONSERVATORIES 
• PORCHES ORANGERIES 
COMPOSITE & FOLDING DOORS 
• VELUX & VERTICAL SLIDING SASH WINDOWS • 
FASCIA, SOFFIT & GUTTERING REPLACEMENT 
< CONSERVATORY ROOF REPLACEMENT 
• ALL IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS 
REPAIR & LOCKSMITH SERVICE AVAILABLE 

FACTORY VISIT WELCOME! 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

PAYMENT ON COMPLETE SATISFACTION 


I Proud members of |r TklC ja H 

Checka |FENSA| 


Registered Company 


For a FREE quotation please call: 

01795 661616 


Talking to a lawyer is 
never going to be a 
barrel-load of laughs. 
But it doesn't have 
to be scary. 

Hi, I'm Richard Ratcliffe and my job is trying 
to make sure that some of the bad things 
that happen to people don't get worse. 
But, because a lot of people think talking 
to a lawyer will be intimidating, they will put 
up with a situation longer than they need to. 
Maybe your marriage has broken down, 
or perhaps you're in a dispute about land 
or money? Call me and maybe I can help. 


RATCLIFFES Solicitors 

Tel: 01795 477505 

e-mail: office@ratcliffes.org 
www.ratcliffessolicitors.co.uk 
22 Park Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1DR 


FALL FROM GRACE 


Then-Thanet South MP Jonathan Aitken 
was jailed for 18 months in 1999 for perjury 
and was the first cabinet minister to have 
been jailed for more than 100 years. 

He resigned as chief secretary to the 
Treasury so he could sue the Guardian 
newspaper over allegations that a Saudi 
businessman had paid for him to stay at the 
Paris Ritz, in breach of ministerial rules. 

Launching the action, he insisted the 
"simple sword of truth" would ensure that 
he won. 

But in the end, he was convicted of 
"calculated perjury" and a “gross and 
inexcusable breach of trust" for asking his 
daughter Victoria, then 16, to sign a false 
witness statement on his behalf. 


He said: “Whilst I was in prison I used to get 
gently teased by people saying I’d forget all about 
them once I was released, but I have kept in 
touch with the friends I made. 

“When I got married, a journalist uncovered 
the fact my guests included an equal number of 
former cabinet ministers and ex-cons; six of each.” 

Mr Aitken said he feels prison made him a 
“slightly better person” but added “perhaps that 
is not for me to say”. He added that he found a 
cell a good place to pray and contemplate the 
spiritual side of life. 

“When I heard what had happened to Chris 
Huhne it bought back some thoughts,” he said. 
“Largely, how could I have been so stupid - and 
also how could he be so stupid.” 
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HOLIDAYS 


Scenic Scotland 
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Ardgartan Hotel 

Loch Lomond National Park stb*** 


r "l 

A 5 day holiday staying at our 
newly built Ardgartan Hotel. 

There will be an excursion 
everyday including a Cruise 
on Loch Lomond, Isle of Bute, 
Glasgow & the Riverside Museum. 


All for just 


Tour includes: 


£249 

per person 




Your special 
coach departs 
Monday 
3rd June 


4 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions_ 

Pickup from Ramsgate, 
Broadstairs, Margate, 
Birchington, Herne Bay, 
Whitstable, Canterbury, 
Birchanger Services 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 


Town and city make 
best places to live list 

SEVENOAKS and Canterbury, pictured, have 
both been named as two of the best places to 
live in the south east. 

They both made a 12-strong shortlist in the 
Sunday Times Best Places to Live list for the 
region, which 
takes into 
account a host 
of features, such 
as transport 
links, Low crime 
rates, property 
prices, culture, 
unemployment 
figures, and natural beauty. 

The full list is: Reigate (Surrey), Sevenoaks, 
Winchester (Hampshire), Ticehurst (East 
Sussex), Farnham (Surrey), Chichester (West 
Sussex), Hart (Hampshire), Beaconsfield 
(Buckinghamshire), Canterbury, Ascot (Berk¬ 
shire), Little Berkhamstead (Hertfordshire), and 
Welwyn Garden City (Hertfordshire). 

The full List is in this weekend's newspaper. 




' Ticket must be purchased as part of a 5 day return. Subject to 
availability.Terms and conditions apply. Price correct at time of print. 


/ EURO 
^UNNEy 


le shuttle 


Get away 
this Easter! 


From onW 

£53 

^ caTeac^* 


Book now 

eurotunnel.com 

0844 335 1647 


drive through europe 
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TRIBUTE 

Family mourn loss 
of their ‘loving boy’ 
shot dead at home 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

A TEENAGE boy, found shot dead at his 
family home, has been described by his 
grieving family as “one in a million”. 

Charlie Booth, 16, was found at the 
house in Watling Street, Cobham, last Fri¬ 
day at around 10.30pm. It is believed he 
shot himself with his father’s gun. 

Police say they are not treating his death 
as suspicious but say an investigation con¬ 
tinues into how the gun was fired. 

It emerged this week a police officer 
had visited the family home earlier on the 
Friday in relation to an incident at 
the house. However, a police spokesman 
said there was no on-going criminal or 
pending investigation and the matter had 
been resolved but ‘routinely’ referred to 
the Independent Police Complaints Com¬ 
mission. 

Popular Charlie had been a Year 11 pu¬ 
pil at the fee-paying Gad’s Hill School - 
based in the former home of author Charles 
Dickens in Higham. 


This week, as his family - father Nicho¬ 
las, 52, mother Julia, 48 and sister Harriet, 
12 - came to terms with the tragedy, they 
issued a moving tribute. 

It read: “As a son he was a very loving 
boy who had a supportive family, not just 
his parents, but his aunts, uncles, cousins 
and grandparents. He thought the world of 
them and we all thought the world of him. 

“He was just a typical country boy who 
enjoyed school life, loved outdoor pursuits 
and fully embraced the country lifestyle. 

“Charlie was one in a million, very pop¬ 
ular and well-liked, and was quite simply 
our beautiful boy.” 

Charlie was a keen member of the cadet 
force and also represented his school at 
cross-country, rugby and hockey. He had 
previously played rugby for Gravesend 
RFC as a young boy and had an interest 
in cricket. 

He had also helped raise several thou¬ 
sand pounds through a number of 
fundraising events to help pay for a school 
trip to Alaska in July, which his family said 
he was looking forward to. 



Headmaster David Craggs said: “Charlie 
was a remarkable young man, who had 
such a bright future ahead of him. 

“He was a friendly, enthusiastic, mature 
and self-confident student with so much to 
live for - attributes that make this tragedy 
even more difficult to comprehend. 

“His loss leaves his family, our school 
and the wider Gad’s community in mourn¬ 
ing and struggling to make sense of what 
has unfolded. 

“Charlie’s legacy will live on in our fond 
memories of him and in the eternal love of 
his family. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his family and his friends.” 


TRAGIC: 

Charlie Booth, 
whose death 
is being 
investigated, 
is believed 
to have shot 
himself with 
his father's 
gun 


CRIME 

Attend PCC questions 

POLICE and Crime Commissioner Ann Barnes 
will hold a question time session with the 
county's Chief Constable this week. 

The 'governance board' meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, March 20, at Kent Police 
headquarters in Maidstone. Members of the 
public are welcome to attend in a non-partici¬ 
pating role. To attend, call 01622 677055. 


FIRE 

Washer sparks blaze 

A FAULTY washing machine is being blamed for 
a fire which was sparked at a home in Graves¬ 
end on Wednesday morning. 

The couple at the property in Clarence Place 
were able to escape to safety after smoke 
alarms were triggered. 

It is thought an electrical fault with the 
washing machine was responsible. 


CARE 

Bowling up a fundraiser 

RESIDENTS of a care home in Tunbridge Wells 
have raised more than £300 after they all went 
ten pin bowling. 

The OAPs were raising money for their 
amenity fund at the not-for-profit Mount 
Ephraim House care home at the Bowlplex 
venue in Knights Park. Money raised will help 
fund other events for those living at the home. 


ease the stress 

commute for less 



Up to £1300 per year* 

- commute to London 
with Chalkwell Coaches! 


Local pickups from 
Maidstone, Medway 
and Sittingbourne 
Local stops nearer 
to your home and 
workplace. 


For more information, visit 

commuteforless.co.uk or 
telephone 01795 423982 
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We've not beefed 
up our prices, we've 
kept them stable! 


At Lakeside Timber we have a full range of: 

• Fencing and decking • Timber 

• Doors • Plasterboard 

• Plywood • Velux windows 

• Paint and other building products. 

Largest Stockist of Velux 
Windows and Blinds 

Serving Trade and Public. 

Don’t delay, call today - we could save you moi 

t. 01634 853067 

£>okeside Timber 

Qillinghatn 


264 NAPIER ROAD, GILLINGHAM, KENT ME7 4HL 

e: sales@lakesidetimber.co.uk www.lakesidetimber.co.uk 
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Established 1981 



Over 52,000 customers! 


EOfTDgJ 

Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


Our Sale Now On! 

...Kent's leading double glazing manufacturer 




WINDOWS 


WNDOWS 


WNDOWS 



30 % 


v OFFALL 

\ Conservatories 
\ & Orangeries 




7 WINDOWS 

£ 2,378 .3 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. 


Celebrating over 32 years 
of beautiful windows... 

Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 




Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 




i 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
26 th 
March 




l^lasferCqr^ ^7?^^ 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

CQC Open 6 days a week v bSeni 215 o-i 

I Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square, Srttingbourne 01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com 
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News 


for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk 


WEATHER 


The day the roads stood still 


Joe Bill on the fallout of this week’s sudden return to an icy winter 


HOPES of spring and the arrival of 
warmer climes were dashed this 
week as the county was plunged 
back into winter with freezing tem¬ 
peratures and huge snow drifts 
causing widespread chaos. 

Despite Met Office warnings, 
council chiefs in both Kent and 
Medway seemed to be caught una¬ 
wares by the weather change, with 
major roads and motorways grind¬ 
ing to a halt in the heavy snowfall. 

Fingers are now being pointed at 
who the blame should lie with, par¬ 
ticularly as highways chiefs were 
seen patting themselves on the back 
last year at how prepared they were 
for the winter, with an army of grit- 
ters and tractors on standby to 


tackle any problems. On Monday 
night, however, those gritters 
seemed few and far between. 

Scenes of chaos were seen across 
the county - particularly in Dover 
and Folkestone on the M20 and 
A20 - with some motorists forced 
to spend most of the night in their 
cars, trapped on gridlocked high¬ 
ways as the snow continued to fall. 

Others ditched their vehicles and 
trekked through the snow to get 
home. 

On Lympne Hill, Hythe, there 
were more than 30 abandoned cars 
alone. 

But County Hall chiefs have de¬ 
fended accusations of being unpre¬ 
pared, claiming all 60 of their grit- 


Boiler breakdown? 

You can hire The £jg 


lust 


British Gas Team 


4 $ 


M 


If your boiler breaks down, don't worry, 
help is just a phone call away. 


Our boiler repair service includes: 

/ Fixed, competitive prices 
/ Parts and labour included 2 
/ Diagnostic and safety checks 
/ Work and parts guaranteed for 12 months 


For a one-off emergency repair call 


0800 000 999 


quote 

X846 


You don't even need 
to be a British Gas 
customer, so save 
the number in your 
phone today 


British Gas 


Looking after your world 


'’Price for households within the M25 vary. Subject to Availability. Price correct at time of print. 
2 Terms and conditions apply. Visit britishgas.co.uk/999 for details. 



ters were out in force to combat the 
conditions and that they continued 
to patrol throughout the blizzard. 

Kent County Council highways 
and transportation chief, John Burr, 
said: “We treated all our primary 
and secondary routes - which cover 
2,500 miles of road in Kent. 

“We mobilised JCB diggers to 
clear drifts and our army of farmers 
were helping us to clear important 
back roads and rural routes. 

“We also had hand crews in town 
centres salting the pavements to 
help keep them clear.” 

KCC claimed that the number of 
abandoned cars and lorries during 
peak times made it difficult for the 
gritters to gain access to the roads. 

“Our gritting crews did the best 
they could in the gruelling condi¬ 
tions,” Mr Burr added. 

The M20 was particularly badly 
hit, with the coastbound section by 
junction 11, near Folkestone, shut 
on Monday night and Tuesday 
morning and queues stretching 
back miles. 

While the bad weather started to 
clear later on Tuesday, poor condi¬ 
tions in northern France and Bel¬ 
gium meant cross-Channel services 
were disrupted and Operation Stack 
was put in place coastbound be¬ 
tween junctions eight and nine, 
Hollingbourne and Ashford, and 


eventually stood down on Thurs¬ 
day. 

During the Arctic weather, Med¬ 
way also saw problems, including 
lane closures on Blue Bell Hill due 
to a pile-up and drivers reporting 
treacherous conditions across the 
area. 

Medway Council also came un¬ 
der fire for its apparent lack of 
weather precautions. 

But a spokesman claimed that all 
eight of their gritter lorries were pa¬ 
trolling the streets. 

He said: “High, blustery north 
easterly winds, below-zero temper¬ 
atures, which had frozen road sur¬ 
faces, and continuous snow over¬ 
night made it difficult, with new 
snow settling on top of grit and ice. 
Grit needs to be worked into the 
snow and ice by vehicles driving 
over it to take effect, so this made 
the gritting teams’ work extremely 
difficult.” 

Kent Police received hundreds of 
calls from motorists reporting 
crashes and abandoned vehicles. 

In one incident on the A2 at Lyd- 
den, near Dover, more than 100 
people were stuck for four hours af¬ 
ter a jack-knifed lorry blocked the 
road, with a metre high drift of 
snow building up behind it. 

Chief Insp Kay Maynard said: 
“We know how difficult it was for 
many people who felt stranded in 
their vehicles. 

“The volume of snow and the 
drifting caused in exposed areas 
was a major issue. As soon as roads 
were cleared and gritted, they were 
becoming covered in snow again.” 

The conditions were in stark con¬ 
trast to the same time last year, 
when temperatures were as high as 
16 degrees Celsius. 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
or ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



Contact us now 
Telephone 

0845 2221 999 


•You keep 100% of 
your compensation 

• No-win no fee 

• Friendly KENT Business 

• Specialising in 
accidents at work, 
road traffic accidents, 
medical negligence 
and slips and trips 



Email: 

personal@girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


Girlings 



NOTHING TO PAY US AT ANY STAGE 



BLIZZARD: Snowfall made conditions dangerous 


JOURNEY FROM HELL 


What should have been a 45-minute journey 
home for unlucky motorist Dave Hobday 
turned into a nightmare as he became one 
of the victims of Monday night’s road chaos, 
spending 10 hours stuck in his car. 

He set out on his normal journey home 
to Ramsgate from his work in Sellindge, 
near Ashford - a 35 mile trip - unaware he 
was starting what was to become the worst 
driving experience of his Life. 

As the snow swept in and the roads 
became ice rinks, Mr Hobday, 48, found 
himself in gridlock with other motorists and 
his journey turned into a 10-hour marathon. 

"I Left to take the usual route home past 
Folkestone. Arriving at the Cheriton 
roundabout there was just no movement. 
Everything had ground to a halt," he said. 

"So I decided to turn around and try to get 
back through the Stone Street way. I got to 
the winding hill at the bottom of Stone 
Street and people were struggling to get up 
it. There were cars stuck on the hilt There 
was just no grip to get to the top. 

"Eventually I decided to go back the other 
way again and coming back down the hiLL I 
had to drive into the verge at the side just to 
slow myself down." 

Mr Hobday returned to the Folkestone 
route of the M20 only to be stuck once again 
at he headed towards Dover. 

He said: "Lots of people had got out of 
their cars and just started walking. There 
were snow drifts building up behind the vehi¬ 
cles as well Eventually I ended up getting 
stuck inside the RoundhiLL Tunnel which 
wasn’t too bad, at Least it wasn't snowing." 

After a staggering 10 hours of waiting, Mr 
Hobday finally got free of the traffic and had 
a clear run through Dover and, finally, to his 
home. 

"I didn't see any gritters until I got into 
Dover where I saw four on the same stretch 
of road, Like the proverbial buses," he said. 

"I was Listening to the radio and you could 
hear some of the motorists phoning in 
starting to panic and you start to wonder if 
you will ever get home. It was easily the 
worst driving experience of my Life." 
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@4X3/983 (fee 35)1)3 


6th April LLUP LLM33IL Live tribute to 80s & 90s, incl. 3 course meal 

27th April ROCK & ROLL LIVE PARADISE ind. 3 course meal t air,a£MS« £29.95 

1st June Live tribute to the sounds of SOUL2SOUL incl. 3 course meal 

21st June SUMMER SOLSTICE Live tribute to Grease & Dirty Dancing incl. 3 course meal £29.95 

27th July Live tribute concert to the Legendary QUEEN Ticket only _ £14.50 

28th September The one & only ILLEGAL EAGLES Ticket only £22.50 


Book NOW to avoid disappointment 

Call our box office on 0844 858 6656 or visit www.britanniatheatrechatham.co.uk 

Britannia Theatre, Leviathan Way, Chatham Maritime, Kent ME4 4LL 


Book NOW to avoid disappointment 
Call our box office on 0844 858 6656 or visit www.dickensworld.co.uk 

Dickens World, Leviathan Way, Chatham Maritime, Kent ME4 4LL 


ible 

Dickens ” 

mm 

Admission Now Only 

£5.50 per person 


PTO for gift shop voucher 
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BENEFITS 

Charity says some 
17,000 will be hit 
by ‘bedroom tax’ 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

WHAT has been dubbed ‘bedroom tax’ 
is set to come in to force next month - 
and could spell financial hardship for 
thousands across the county, warn crit¬ 
ics. 

But it could also benefit the 35,000 
on a waiting list for a house. 

The plan is to cut benefit to those peo¬ 
ple of working age who rent a home 
from their local council or housing as¬ 
sociation if they are deemed to have too 
many bedrooms for their immediate 
needs. 

It is part of the government’s hard¬ 
hitting assault on the nation’s annual 
welfare bill and it’s hoped it will save 
half a billion pounds a year. 

Benefits will be cut by 14 per cent for 
those said to have one extra bedroom, 
and 2 5 per cent for those with two. 

Those affected will lose an average of 
£14 a week, with housing association 
tenants expected to lose £16 a week on 
average. 


Homelessness charity Porchlight says 
17,000 in Kent alone will be hit, among 
them separated parents who share the 
care of their children; people with men¬ 
tal health issues and disabled people 
who have their home specially adapted 
for their needs. 

Chief executive Mike Barrett warns: 
“These aren’t families or individuals liv¬ 
ing a life of luxury. 

“They are normal households who 
are struggling to make ends meet. If 
something isn’t done now to stop this 
policy then we are certain to see people 
facing rent arrears and eventually evic¬ 
tion.” 

But work and pensions secretary Iain 
Duncan Smith said: “When 35,187 
households are stuck on a waiting list 
for social housing in Kent, there’s a big 
problem that needs addressing. 

“There’s nothing fair about making 
families wait and wait for a house that is 
big enough, while other households on 
benefits are allowed to live in homes 
that are too big for their needs, at no ex¬ 
tra cost.” 



SUCCESS 

Winners are cream of the crop 


WINNERS of the recent Taste of Kent Awards 
proudly display their trophies after emerging as 
the Garden of England’s finest food producers. 

Organised by Produced in Kent, we revealed the 
full list of winners last week - highlights included 
three awards for Dargate-based The Cheesemak- 


ers of Canterbury, and the coveted Best Restau¬ 
rant Award for Margate’s The Ambrette. 

■ To read the full results, you can access back 
issues of KoS, for free, by visiting our website 
at www.kentnews.co.uk and clicking on the front 
cover of the newspaper e-edition. 



Line and wrinkle reduction procedures available at The Wells Suite 


Whether from environmental damage, such as such 
as smoking or sun, or just a natural side-effect of 
ageing, our faces are prone to showing lines and 
wrinkles. 


There are many ways to treat lines and wrinkles. 

To establish which treatment is right for you, The 
Wells Suite now offers regular clinics with Consultant 
Plastic surgeon Mr Brent Tanner MA (Cantab) FRCS 
every Thursay evening. 


For a free, no obligation consultation 
please call 01892 635888. 


For further information on our line and wrinkle reduction treatments, 
please visit www.thewellssuite.co.uk 



MTW Healthcare 

Tht WHte Suit* 
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Adapt just one watt to 
add all the extra space 
you could ever need... 

W ITH the property market being 
the way it is, many people are 
looking to make more out of 
their current home. 

Elephant Windows, with 40 years’ 
experience, is perfectly placed to help people get 
the most out of their house. 

The company is part of the prestigious Piper 
Group, a major contractor and manufacturer 
of high-quality home improvements for many 
local authorities. 

Many Elephant customers have realised they 
don’t have to go to specialist design companies 
and pay extortionate prices for their orangery. 

“Here at Elephant we can design, manufacture 
and build bespoke conservatories and orangeries 
that exactly meet our customers’ demands,” 
said a spokesman for Elephant’s in-house CAD 
design team. 

Elephant has been offering a full service to 
their customers throughout Kent for their 
conservatories for 40 years, a service that is now 
offered to all orangery customers, from initial 
consultation, survey, CAD drawings, planning 
and manufacture to installation, all free of charge. 

The business can even deal with obtaining 
planning permission through the Elephant 
Windows planning consultant, giving a holistic 
service from start to finish, with satisfaction 
guaranteed, so making it easy to get that extra 
room customers have always wanted. 

The contemporary orangeries from Elephant 
are entirely bespoke and an ideal way to introduce 
more space without having to sacrifice any of 
the garden. 

Choosing a wall of Elephant’s bi-folding 
aluminium doors means the space has a dual 
function: close them and customers gain an 
indoor dining room, playroom or kitchen; leave 
them open and the garden becomes an extension 
of the home’s living space. 

They are also ideal for entertaining, especially 
in the summer, when doors can be left open, 
making for a seamless transition between home 
and garden, enabling a party or other social 
event to spill out of the house into the sunshine, 
maximising space while at the same time 
providing elegance to an existing home. 

Conservatories are another great way to give 
the home that all-important light and airy feeling. 

A place to relax with large windows, they allow 
a view out to the garden, increasing the feeling 
of space in the home and making a connection 
between the interior and exterior space. 

With the addition of plants and carefully- 
arranged furniture, they can add markedly to 
the style and individuality of any home as well 
as considerably increasing its value. 

Addition of a drinks cabinet is always welcome, 
especially when the room is used for entertaining 
guests, and a dining table can be used to give 
something of an alfresco feel to meals taken in the 
room rather than in a more formal home setting. 

■ All Elephant staff are experts at 
understanding and delivering what you 
want to make your house the home of your 
dreams. For more information or a free 
quotation about the design excellence, you 
can phone Elephant on 0800 195 0000 or 
visit www. elephantwindo ws. co. uk. 


SALES HOTLINE CALL 0800 195 0000 

SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS Monday - Friday 9-5 Saturday & Sunday 10-2 

Hamelin Court 142 Newington Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 6PP 
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Is your lawn looking tired and worn? 
Why not let Forever Green Lawns create 
a Paradise for you to enjoy 


FREE SITE SURVEY & QUOTATION • FREE SAMPLES ON REQUEST • FREE PRODUCT DEMONSTRATION 






ANY SHAPE, 
ANY SIZE, 
ANY WHERE 


• No More Moving 

• No More Brown Spots 

• No More Muddy Kids 

• No More Muddy Paw Prints 


• Just site back & relax 

• Usable all year round 

• Child & Pet Friendly 

• No Fuss, No Hassle, 
No Worries 


• Free Samples 
• Free Site Survey & Quotations 

• Full Supply & 
Installation Service 

• Supply only service for 
the DIY Enthusiast 



forever (^reen ^awns 

Artificial G rflSS Specialists 



Teh 01732 323122 Or Free Phone 0800 668 1958 


E-mail sales@forevergreenlawns.co.uk website www.forevergreenlawns.co.uk 
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KENT REMEMBERED 



Digging into mystery 
surrounding Roman 
villa’s powerful owner 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@archant.co.uk 

IT HAS been the subject of at 
least three digs over the last 
100 years and continues to 
slowly give up its secrets. 

But who originally commis¬ 
sioned and lived in an ornate 
Roman villa in Folkestone con¬ 
tinues to baffle archaeologists 
to this day. 

However, work has un¬ 
earthed a host of discoveries 
which continue to enthrall 
those who follow its progress. 

So important has the dig be¬ 
come, it recently picked up a 
major national award, with 
judges for the Current Archae¬ 
ology Magazine voting it Res¬ 
cue Dig of the Year. 

This means the dig is under 
threat by human or natural 
agencies. In this case the sea, 
as parts of the East Cliff are be¬ 
ing lost to erosion, with some of 
the villa already lost. 

The original villa dates back 
to the first century AD after the 
arrival of the Romans in AD43. 

During the late second cen¬ 
tury the villa was pulled down 
and rebuilt. Its replacement 
was far more substantial with 
an impressive 54 rooms, im¬ 
plying it was home to a top Ro¬ 
man official or important land- 
owner. 

However, despite the re¬ 
markable discovery, the identi¬ 
ty of the original occupier re¬ 
mains a mystery. It has not 
been for want of trying, either. 

The current work represents 
the third major excavation of 
the site. First discovered in 
1924 by SE Winbolt, it was 
partially re-excavated in 1989. 



SUCCESS: Archaeologist Keith 
Parfitt with the recent award 

Recent digs have unearthed 
what is thought to be an entire 
community connected to it. 

It is felt that because of its po¬ 
sition at the end of the North 
Downs, it was in an ideal loca¬ 
tion for an international trade 
route. At least that is the theory 
of Nick Spurrier from the Can¬ 
terbury Archaeological Trust. 

He said: “Work has gone a 
long way to open our eyes to 
what life was like in this region. 
More bags of tiles have been re¬ 
covered that add a little more 
mystery to what was here.” 

Keith Parfitt, also from the 
trust, added: “So who owned 
the villa? Winbolt recovered 
seven tiles stamped CLBR, the 
mark of Classis Britannica, the 
Roman fleet in British waters. 

“Their discovery led him to 
suggest the villa represented 
the official residence of the Ad¬ 
miral of the Fleet, overlooking 
the Channel. This theory was 
widely accepted, but there is lit¬ 
tle new evidence from present 
excavations to support it. 


“Only one additional CLBR 
stamp has been found, in Win- 
bolt’s backfill. It’s time to re¬ 
consider this issue and start 
proposing alternatives, partic¬ 
ularly how the villa complex 
might have developed from the 
preceding Iron Age settlement.” 

Mr Parfitt says it is now ap¬ 
parent that for about 100 years 
before the Romans arrived, the 
site was occupied by a much 
larger settlement. 

Indeed, this may have been 
the original site of Folkestone. 
With the discovery of hundreds 
of quern stones - used for grind¬ 
ing corn - at the site and on the 
beach, it is now evident their 
manufacture was a primary in¬ 
dustry and may even have giv¬ 
en rise to the name Folke Stone. 

He said: “The area occupied 
clearly extended beyond the 
villa and probably covers two 
or three acres, in addition to 
whatever has been lost to the 
sea. On the basis of the quanti¬ 
ty of coins and range of import¬ 
ed pottery, we believe East 
Wear Bay must have func¬ 
tioned as a late Iron Age trad¬ 
ing port, at the shortest sea 
crossing of the Channel.” 

Finds include pottery from 
the Continent, including terra 
nigra, which is black, terra ru¬ 
bra, which is red, butt beakers, 
and more importantly Dressel 
1 amphorae - three foot tall 
carrot shaped vessels for wine. 

Mr Parfitt added: “It does not 
seem an exaggeration to cast 
East Wear Bay at Folkestone as 
the Kentish equivalent of the 
famous Hengistbury Head Iron 
Age trading port in Dorset. 

“The award shows our efforts 
have not gone unnoticed.” 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
CALL FOR OPENING TIMES 
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NO HOUSE CLEARANCE 

WE ACCEPT CLEAN, UNSOILED, WEARABLE CLOTHES & BELTS, BRAS, 
HATS & SHOES (IN PAIRS), BAGS & SOFT TOYS 
NO BEDDING, CURTAINS, TOWELS, PET HAIRS, 
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BOBBIES GARDEN CENTRE 
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CASH 4 CLOTHES 
BOBBIES GARDEN CENTRE 
EUREKA LEISURE PARK 
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CASH 4 CLOTHES 
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SHEERNESS, KENT 
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OPINION 


Handicapped by ignorance 


Leading disabled rights activist Sue Groves MBE, from Chatham, debates 
the challenges facing society’s approach to those physically impaired... 


I AM often made to feel that 
as a disabled person it is I 
who needs to be adapted to 
manage in society or, even 
better, cured. 

However, I prefer to see 
myself in a different way. 

I have an impairment - yes 
- but I am only disabled by the 
physical and social barriers 
that prevent me from doing 
the things that people without 
impairments do every day. 

Impairment and disability are 
two very different things to me. 

My impairment is the loss or 
limitation of physical, mental 
or sensory function which 
affects me on a day-to-day basis 
and will stay with me for the 
rest of my life. 

Disability is the loss or limita¬ 
tion of opportunities to take 
part in the normal life of the 
community on an equal level 
with others, due to physical 
and social barriers. 

Impairment and chronic 
illness exist and sometimes 


pose real difficulties. 

The disability I experience 
has little to do with my impair¬ 
ment. I have often been made to 
feel it’s my fault I am different. 

If some part, or parts, of my 
body or mind are limited in 
their functioning, this is simply 
an impairment - it doesn’t 
make me any less human. 

I believe in the social models 
approach, in that disabled 
people’s disadvantage is due to 
a complex form of institutional 
discrimination, as fundamen¬ 
tal to society as sexism, racism 
or homophobia. 

The key to this problem of 
disability lies in changing soci¬ 
ety, the way we think and the 
way we communicate. 

Publicly challenging these 
attitudes has led me to work on 
various groups, both locally 
and nationally, and through 
this work we have seen some 
very positive changes coming 
about. 

While I am not a member of 


any political party, I have been 
working with Medway Labour 
Group to improve council 
consultation with disabled 
residents. 

Medway Council seems to be 
very hit-and-miss on this and 
all too often accessibility has 
been overlooked and subse¬ 
quently reduced following 
redevelopment. 

For example, the improve¬ 
ments to Gillingham railway 
station have left wheelchair 
users like me with nowhere 
close by to drop off meaning we 
now have to risk the anger 
from taxi drivers for using their 
rank which has been extended, 
risk a parking fine or both. 

Another example is the de¬ 
sign of the much hailed dy¬ 
namic bus facility at Chatham, 
with its complete lack of shelter 
from the elements and toilet 
facilities in the evening. 

Buses often cannot get low 
enough for my chair to negoti¬ 
ate the step onto them from 





The key 
to this 
problem 
of 

disability 
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changing 
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the raised kerb, and the list goes 
on. 

Last year, Medway Council 
agreed cross-party backing for 
the formation of an umbrella 
group - Medway Disabled Resi¬ 
dents’ Forum - that will have 
full council support and be a 
mechanism to ensure consul¬ 
tation across all disability 
strands on anything that may 
affect them. 

This will give the disabled 
residents a much stronger voice 
to challenge policy changes that 
have a direct effect on them. 

However, the lack of progress 
on this since that meeting is 
somewhat disappointing and 
leads me to question the resolve 
of the council to actively en¬ 
gage with its disabled residents 
in a positive way. 

There are already in ex- 
istance similar very effective 
forums for ethnic minority resi¬ 
dents and for pensioners, it is 
time the disabled residents had 
a voice too. 


KOS COMMENT 


We need college to be 
top of its class again 

IN TODAY’S challenging economy, the 
need to develop a well-trained, well- 
educated work force for the future is 
more important than ever. 

And while much focus is devoted to 
universities and schools, the vital role 
of the further education (FE) college - 
and the challenges it faces - can very 
often go overlooked. 

That is, of course, until something of 
the size and scale of K College’s 
collapse occurs and suddenly it’s 
headline news again. 

The county needs K College - and all 
the other FE sites we boast - to be 
firing on all cylinders; to be inspiring 
our next generation to learn a trade 
and/or secure good exams. Let us hope 
lessons have been learned. 

It really is snow joke 

AFTER all the back-slapping of a job well 
done earlier this year, the return of snow 
in some parts of the county revealed we 
still don’t have a tried and tested method 
in place to prevent travel chaos. 

Of course, snow will always disrupt, but 
to the extent motorists were stranded? 
Can we ever get it right? 


SIMPLY STUNNING 

SIMPLY ELEGANTE 

SIMPLY THE 
LIGHTING CENTRE 



Lighting 


Tonbridge Lighting Centre I Edwards Electrical 

Vale Road Industrial Estate TN9 1SW 
01732 363583 

next to Tonbridge Fire Station 


Tunbridge Wells Lighting Centre I Edwards Electrical 

North Farm Industrial Estate TN2 3BF 
01892 527647 

near Topps Tiles 
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Feeding their 
basic instinct 

I WAS intrigued to learn that 
Vivien Clifford does not believe 
in fox attacks (KoS, March 9). 

If babies are attacked by 
foxes (and they have been) it 
is bound to make the news. 

It is not evidence there is a 
conspiracy afoot to demonise 
foxes in order to repeal the 
Hunting Act. 

Foxes are born survivors. 
They are not domestic pets, 
there is no need to put food out 
especially at a time when the 
number of foxes in urban areas 
appears to be growing rapidly. 

I wonder what Vivien 
Clifford’s neighbours think of 
her practice of putting food out 
for these wild creatures . 
Michael Charles, by email 

Foxes coming 
home to roost 

CARE needs to be taken where 


foxes are concerned. 

What is unusual about a fox 
- which makes its nature close 
to some humans - is that it 
will kill unnecessarily. 

I remember when my 
neighbour had chicken runs. 

At first, before action was 
taken to stop the fox digging, 
the fox would dig under the 
compound to get in and kill 
every chicken in the run. 

So care needs to be taken 
with foxes becoming more 
urbanised. 

A baby is a small, edible, 
animal to a wild, meat eater. 

Adrian Ottley, Birchington 

Going down 
wrong tracks 

THERE have been reports 
recently of an increase in the 
number of foxes seen roaming 
around suburban districts. 

Is this really so surprising? 

Network Rail is systematically 
destroying the areas these 
foxes and other native wildlife 
call home. 


In built-up areas there is 
nowhere for foxes to go so they 
become a nuisance. 

Foxes can consume large 
numbers of rodents and 
rabbits as part of their natural 
diet, but in towns we know 
they also scavenge for leftover 
food. 

In her letter to KoS, Vivien 
Clifford is doubtful about the 
alleged attack on a baby by a 
fox which, if true, is certainly 
unusual and very distressing. 

There are hundreds of 
incidents of dogs attacking 
children and no-one is asking 
for a cull on dogs. 

If we continue to regard 
foxes, badgers, pigeons, 
squirrels, seagulls, magpies, 
rabbits and moles as pests to 
be destroyed, what wildlife will 
we have left in this country? 

For our own benefit, and 
for the benefit of future 
generations, we need to be 
more mindful of protecting 
wildlife habitats rather than 
destroying them and upsetting 
the balance of nature. 

CB Walker, Whitstable 


Kerb shared 
space plans 

FURTHER to your recent 
report on shared space, your 
reporter writes about the 
stupid plan of traffic and 
pedestrians sharing the road 
space, and the fact they will 
share equal priority. 

He then says drivers are 
expected to give way. 

So where is there any 
equality? Looks more like the 
usual all-out war on motorists. 

When Ashford started this 
stupid idea both my wife and 
myself immediately stopped 
all visits to the town - far too 
high a risk of an accident. 

We all know if someone 
busy texting walks out in front 
of a vehicle and gets knocked 
down, it will be the driver who 
will be arrested and blamed. 

Councils of old knew about 
safety; they built roads, kerbs 
and pavements. 

Can that idea be faulted? 

David Harris, Cliftonville 


Every little not 
such a help... 

TESCO has finally made its 
long-awaited intention known 
(after years of speculation) of 
putting on hold the proposed 
construction of a flagship shop 
in Strood, that was also set to 
include a library. 

Which means it is highly 
unlikely to go ahead. 

Being an ambitious project 
that looked to revamp and 
reposition Strood and indeed 
Medway on the map, the 
council approved the plan with 
the hope that Tesco, being a 
giant superstore, would deliver. 

The pomp and pageantry 
which followed had scarcely 
died before the speculation 
Tesco might drop the project 
started filtering through. 

The reason was firstly the 
council approved a planning 
application for Morrison to 
build a superstore in their 
current location and, second¬ 
ly, the council also approved a 


planning application for Aldi 
which has completed and 
opened its store in record time. 

Rather than expand and 
compete with these other 
superstores, Tesco chose an 
alternative option and 
converted a former pub in 
Darnley Road into what they 
call Tesco Express. 

They supported this poor 
idea by claiming “we are 
providing jobs for the local 
community”. But they forgot 
many local shops were already 
serving that local community. 

Our problem is that the 
council produced a plan for 
Strood town centre with the 
key being that Tesco would 
deliver infrastructure like 
highways and a library worth 
around £1 million to residents. 

With Tesco placing their 
construction on hold this puts 
the future for Strood in jeopardy. 
Cllrs Isaac Igwe & Stephen 
Hubbard (Labour), Strood 

Become one of 
Demelza’s 101 

I’VE spent my life on two 
blades on the ice, but now I’m 
taking to two wheels to ask 
you to sign up to a challenge 
set by a charity I am very 
proud to support. 

As a vice-president of 
Demelza, I’ve seen firsthand 
the difference this incredible 
place makes to sick children 
and their families. 

As part of Demelza’s 15-year 
celebrations I’m delighted to 
announce an exciting 
challenge, which offers 100 
people the chance to cycle 
from the Sittingbourne hospice 
to Paris in April 2014. 

Since launching this event 
we’ve already had 30 people 
signed up so just another 70 
people are needed to make up 
Demelza 101-100 riders for 
one cause. 

Demelza 101 aims to raise 
£100,000, which could pay 
for three nurses to help give 
one-on-one care to children 
with life limiting or life- 
threatening conditions. 

Or it could pay for a week’s 
hospice care at our hospice in 
Kent, a week’s care at our 
hospice in South East London 
and a week’s care in the 
community in East Sussex, 
giving families a chance for a 
real break. 

For more information go to 
www.demelza.org.uk or email 
emma.austen@demelza.org.uk 

Robin Cousins, 
vice-president, Demelza 
Hospice Care for Children 
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Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 
(T&C's below) 

LINDA bored with her relationship 
seeks discreet man for daytime 
meetings. Tel No: 0905 002 1956 
Box No: 400495 

DIVORCED female, 66, blue eyes, 
5ft4ins, medium build, blonde hair, 
seeks male, 65-75 for 
friendship/companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:403275 | 

21YR old slim figured female, no 
ties, looking for male 30-45yrs for 
non committed relationship, 
discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402761 0 
CHRIS petite attractive brunette, 
enjoys social drinks, meals out, 
theatre, seeks hardworking 
professional male looking for adult 
attention too. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402759 | 

5FT female, brown hair, 39, single 
mum, seeks caring, dedicated guy. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397915| 

JOYCE 82, widow, seeking man 
who is fun loving and good 
humoured for meals out, 60-70's. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
393067 

NICKY 45, 5ft 2ins, blue eyes, 
blonde hair, looking for genuine 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 389774 I 
JACKIE busty blonde, husband 
away seeks no strings fun. Tel 
No: 0905 002 1957 Box No: 
400453 


GILL 41, shy, lonely single country 
loving female with no ties, OHAC 
WLTM n/s genuine, confident male 
companion for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:402799 f 

AMANDA 36yr old single female, 
blue eyes, curvy, really pretty with 
lovely smile, loves music, nights 
out, WLTM loving male for dates 
and hopeful Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4027871 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! 


FEMALE seeks Prince Charming, 
20-30 to sweep her off her feet. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
392891 0 

BLACK African lady, late 30's, no 
ties, likes country walks, 
gardening, cinema, seaside, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393272 


SHIRLEY 32 attractive nurse, 
enjoys good food/wine, keeping fit, 
looking good, searching for non 
committed relations with mature 
well-dressed man. Any 
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402779 | 

LIZ blonde blue eyed curvy 
female, considered attractive, 
tactile, sensual, enjoys music, 
entertaining, nice people, seeking 
well educated professional 50- 
60yrs. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:402773 0 

JO 29 tall slim female who loves 
soaps, animals, shopping, being a 
mum and am looking for40's male 
with GSOH who will appreciate a 
tactile, loving female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402765 0 
52YR old female, single mum of 2, 
seeking honest, caring, decent 
man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389891 | 

SUSIE young 55, slim, 5ft 3ins, 
seeks tall, honest guy from 
Medway towns. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 389027 0 
LISA 5ft 2ins, 43, average build 
plus a few pounds, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, looking for man for 
dates. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401421 0 

60YR old black female, sociable, 
seeks romantic, articulate white 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402523 0 


DEBBIE 50, seeking man, 60 plus 
with GSOH for fun nights out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398173 0 



ANNETTE 58, 5ft 1 ins, cuddly, 
affectionate, likes animals, seeks 
kind, gentleman to share life with. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394923 | 

LOUISE loving, caring, thoughtful 
lady, likes photography, 
countryside, animals, seeks 
mature, N/S, genuine, caring, N/S 
gent with car to settle down with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397239 0 

45YR old female, 5ft 5ins, brown 
hair, cuddly, curvaceous, love 
animals, music, sports, seeks kind, 
caring, sincere, mature male, 40 
plus with similar interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

381319 0 B 

PAT widowed mid 60's blonde 
female, loves dancing, happy-go- 
lucky WLTM similar aged nice 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389195 


FOLKESTONE lady, 58, 

5ft 1 ins, animal lover, cuddly, 
affectionate, GSOH, seeks 
male, 58-63 to enjoy life with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
395551 | 

SUE 54, fairly slim, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeks male, 45-55, 
N/S, likes football, sports, meals 
out etc., looking for lasting 
relationship and cuddles. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392803 
WIDOW 70's, many interests, 
seeks gent who misses 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 396401 
SUE 53, slim, blue eyes, likes 
football, animals, seeks N/S male, 
45-55 for loving, lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386247 
FEMALE likes country walks, 
gardening, animals, seeks male for 
company, meals out and nights in. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
390147 

LYNETTE 60, South African, new 
to area, N/S, sociable, like the 
outdoors, looking for new friends. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386387 0 



COUNTRY loving outgoing 
female, blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
genuine, caring, intelligent, seeks 
honourable, smart, professional 
male, 68-75 to share laughter and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392899 

SINGLE mum, new to Canterbury, 
37, attractive, blonde, seeking soul 
mate, preferably with car. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397751 0 
LYN happy, young looking 72yr 
old, seeking interesting man, 65 
plus to enjoy life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403101 
LADY 57, away with the fairies, 
looking for her wizard and 
enchantment. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403093 
59YR old Kent lady, bubbly, large 
build, dog lover, easy-going, 
GSOH, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 403071 0 
JAYNE 44 bored, 

underappreciated pretty blue eyed 
intelligent lady seeking fun and 
interesting professional in similar 
situation to me for discreet fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:403011 0 

CLAIRE looking for adventurous 
male to live life to the max and 
enjoy adult fun times with. Go on 
give me a call. Any age. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 402993 0 


REBECCA kind, caring, honest, 
lonely, seeking older gent to wine 
and dine me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402273 0 
JAN 54, petite, seeks male, 48-58 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394382 0 

CAROLINE 60, 5ft 2ins, likes 
animals, walks, travel, gardening, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402067 
DANCE partner sought by lady 
beginner in ballroom and Latin 
American dancing, ideally 55 plus, 
to visit local dances for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401333 

47YR old female, fun loving, green 
eyes, likes most things, seeks N/S 
male, 47-52 with GSOH for nights 
out, friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401287 0 

LINDA young 62, smoker, seeking 
gent, 55-65 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400521 0 

SINGLE mum, 35, white British, 
5ft 2ins, varied interests, looking 
for male to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 400329 0 
LYN 59, slim, fair, looking for 
someone to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 397347 0 


MARGARET 57, looking for male 
companionship with GSOH for 
nights out, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390248 0 

MARY 62, fun loving, enjoy most 
things, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, green 
eyes, size 14, lives alone in 
country, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 385189 
MIRANDA early 60's, sociable, 
friendly, seeking similar N/S 
solvent, presentable, easygoing 
male with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 394843 0 
MICHELLE petite fun female, 
outgoing, enjoys holiday abroad, 
OHAC and pretty self-sufficient, 
looking for someone to share a 
LTR with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399515 

SENSUAL female looking to enjoy 
life a little more, seeking 
likeminded male to enjoy 
interesting conversations over 
dinner, hopefully furthering our 
experience. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399195 
BLACK beautiful female, 5ft 7ins, 
likes most things in life, seeks 
special male for companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398391 0 
SANDRA outgoing 53, carer, 
seeks male for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 390230 0 
48YR old female, kind, loving, 
caring, genuine, fun loving, loves 
music, singing, theatre, holidays, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387797 0 
FEMALE looking for male for 
friendship and romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392365 
HAPPY young looking 71 yr old 
female, likes life, fit, active, seeks 
male, 60 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393065 
DEBBIE 47, single parent, likes 
motorsport, seeking male with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398127 
YOUNG looking lady, late 50's, 
medium build, caring, intelligent, 
seeks kind, caring, intelligent man 
with GSOH of similar age. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 398095 0 


FEMALE 21, brown eyes, loving, 
looking for male, 20-30 for nights in 
and loving relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 396057 
INTERESTING attractive, 

uncomplicated, intelligent lady, 
many interests, seeks honourable, 
kind gent, 68-75 for long term 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392211 


BLACK female, 30, likes animals, 
swimming, music, singing, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
395941 0 

LUCY kind caring, honest, fuller 
figured, blonde, blue eyes, 44, 
looking for older man, kind, caring 
and honest. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 395805 0 


Men Seeking 



Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 
(T&C's below) 

RONALD 65 plus, 5ft 9ins, slim, 
sociable, GSOH, tactile, N/S, many 
interests, seeking lady dance 
partner to learn ballroom and Latin. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
403211 0 

EASY-GOING guy, medium build, 
likes outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, 
N/S guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 0 
SWANSEA man, 51,5ft 6ins, slim, 
seeks slim female for nights in/out, 
company, walks, talks and maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 402033 

TED 63, 5ft 7ins, average build, 
seeks female 55-75 for friendship, 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401913 0 
ANDY 36, sexy, fun, come say 
hello. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:402903 


KEVIN 49, single dad, employed, 
good cook/laugh, seeks female for 
fun and good times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402405 0 
CHRIS 58, 5ft 9ins, 13st, frustrated 
widower, likes country/western 
music, real ale, gardening, cruises, 
looking for companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402271 0 
EDDIE African male, seeking 
female, 20-40 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 394354 
BLACK male, 50, bubbly 
personality, seeks buxom, pear 
shaped, rubinesque white female, 
25-55 for friendship, possible LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402887 

TONY 50, likes nights in/out, 
football, fishing, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 394506 0 
BRIAN fun loving, happy go lucky, 
likes walks, animals, cuddles, 
nights in/out, seeking loving, caring 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402729 0 
BLACK British male, African 
descent, medium build, varied 
interests, understanding, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402641 0 


BRUCE likes meals out, romantic 
walks, days out, seeking lady, 40- 
60 for friendship and fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 403097 0 
PRETTY petite lady sought by 
older, professional businessman, 
looking for LTR and loyalty. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 394530 0 
SALVATORE 68, N/S, widow, 
Italian, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 402481 


ROBERT medium build, single, 
seeks nice, attractive, busty female 
with sexy clothes. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 402597 0 
BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easy-going, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 402531 
CHRIS 51, looking for young 
female, 25-42, white, slim, N/S for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401395 


YOUNG mixed race 
male, seeking female for 

no strings fun. Tel No:_ 

515 7112 Box No: 402499 0 
AARON 35, no ties, 5ft 9ins, 
clean shaven, attractive, Italian 
background, chef, down to earth, 
open minded, likes meals out, 
weekends away, socialising, 
cinema, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

402497 0 

5 FT 7ins white male, 50, N/S, 
looking to settle down. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

401897 0 

AVERAGE male, 50's, large 
build, broadminded, OHAC, 
GSOH, naturist novice, smoker, 
seeks petite/medium build lady 
for relationship. Must be 
uninhibited, broadminded and 
mature. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401887 0 
PETE 55, good looking, 6ft 2ins, 
own hair, seeking attractive 
female, 45-60 for relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394294 0 

GENUINE fun loving guy 55, 
medium build, blue eyes, seeks 
genuine lady, 45-57 for fun times, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401761 0 
GRAHAM 52, N/S, likes days 
out, antique fairs, animals, seeks 
slim, attractive, N/S lady, 40-50 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401727 
BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easygoing, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401595 
TALL 64yr old young at heart 
N/S male, widower, seeking 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401531 0 
TONY retired, GSOH, likes 
indoor life, dvds, seeking N/S 
lady, 65 plus, likes countryside 
for friendship. West Sussex area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401481 

BARRY 49, 6ft, well built, 
easygoing, seeks female to 
wine/dine and have fun times 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401401 0 

THANET male, smart, young, 
mid 60's, caring, 5ft 5ins, dark 
hair, likes travel, countryside, 
seeks slim, attractive, local soul 
mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401399 
HANDCUFFS and whips. Male 
49, seeks younger, slim-medium 
build female for fun times. 
Chatham. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401365 0 
SLIM 67yrold male, fit, loving, 5ft 
7ins, blue eyes, independent, 
sociable, easygoing, enjoys 
usual, seeks honest lady to share 
it all with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401245 0 


PROFESSIONAL 

male, early 40's, OHAC, 
likes most things, seeks 
warm, sincere, fun loving 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401361 0 


GENT 49, romantic, caring, 
reliable, fun, seeks nice lady 
friend with same attributes, 
who has also been badly let 
down. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401353 0 
TIM own car/flat, seeks N/S 
lady 60-70's for holidays, 
companionship etc. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401351 0 


ALAN from Kent, looking for 
Miss Right to fall in love again. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 401329 0 


BUILDER 43, tall, good 
looking, GSOH, kind, 
considerate, easygoing, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401309 

Gay 

Seeking 



IF YOU'RE LOOKING to 

connect and chat with other 
men look no further TXT: 
GAY601 to 65125 for 3 chat 
matches, fun and safe serv¬ 
ice. (T&C's below) 

Go online - www.localgay- 
date.co.uk 


Bl male, senior, clean shaven, 
Maidstone area, seeks bi 
male, N/S for occasional 
meets, must be discreet, 45- 

55. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402393 

DAVID 66, retired, fit, looking 
for man, 50-75 for daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 402249 0 


STEVEN 63, looking for LTR 
with man, 59 plus. Tel No 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
402147 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

Contact members by TEXT! Take a look at our members! 

If an advert has a 0 next to it then you can reply When you see a B symbol, this mean the 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile. 

and send it to 66888* (£1.50 per message sent) (£1.50 per pic sent) 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 


Bl guy 45, seeking similar bi 
guy for fun and friendship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
. 402093 0 

Friendship 


STRAIGHT female, 
Ashford, seeks pals for 
socialising, likes pubs, 
cinema, country walks with 
dogs and swimming. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
403171 0 

MALE early 80's, fit, active, 
many interests, seeks similar 
male for friendship and 
company. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401621 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0905/09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at stan¬ 
dard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe 
to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A min¬ 
imum of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This 
service is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We reserve 
the right to contact individuals with occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 
1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 17 03 13 



Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings 
implied or guaranteed. Texts 
cost £1.50 per message Help 
Desk: 0844 445 7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. SEND 
INDEP followed by the box 
number of the person you wish 
to chat to and send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 


SUSIE, attractive nurse, works a 
nightshift so free during the day. 
Text me. Text INDEP 205021 to 
66888 


BORED and lonely, home alone 
all day, give me something to 
brighten up the lonely hours. 

Text INDEP 205026 to 66888 


ASIAN female, wants chats with 
white man. Interested to learn 
English ways. Text INDEP 
204765 to 66888 


SINGLE mum, kids at school all 
day, would love some fun chats. 

Text INDEP 205285 to 66888 


JASMINE, exotic beauty, text me 
what you like and I will text back. 

Text INDEP 204668 to 66888 


BIG is best, cuddly lady seeks 
skinny men. Call, whatever you 
look like, how will I know! Text 
INDEP 205069 to 66888 


SUE, sporty and fun , why not 
chat with me. Text INDEP 
205455 to 66888 


SASSY Blonde 22yrs loves fun 

chat. Text INDEP 204856 to 
66888 


ADVENTUROUS lady, ask me 
about myself. I'm here for you. 

Text INDEP 205191 to 66888 


SALLY Ann hoping to chat with 
mature men Text INDEP 
205246 to 66888 


NIKITA, Russian beauty, has 
naughty side to her and loves to 

chat. Text INDEP 205093 to 
66888 


MARILYN, feminine petite 
blonde, own home and just loves 
to text. Text INDEP 204910 to 
66888 


ASIAN lady, very kind and 
respectful. Loves to chat to 
English men. Text me. Text 
INDEP 204550 to 66888 


LADY 22yrs is interested in tex¬ 
ting men for chats. Text INDEP 
204562 to 66888 


SALLY and Sophie 19yr old 
twins love to share everything. 
Call us for a chat. Text INDEP 
204614 to 66888 


MATURE lady, very young look¬ 
ing 60, curvy figure, loves to chat 
with younger men. Text INDEP 
204784 to 66888 


DIVORCED and happy lady, 
doesn't get out much so loves to 
chat with those who do. Text 
INDEP 204530 to 66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings 
implied or guaranteed. Texts 
cost £1.50 per message Help 
Desk: 0844 445 7707 

LADIES TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND INDEP followed by the 
box number of the person you 
wish to chat to and send to 

66888 

(T&C's below) 


SOLVENT business gent, would 
love to have a phone friend to 
chat with, ACA. Text INDEP 
204937 to 66888 


SINCERE, single Dad, lonely 
seeks lady to chat to, single 
mums, swap notes about life in 
general. Text INDEP 204947 to 
66888 
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Restaurant Review 

Location doesn’t matter when 
the food is as good as this 

The Ambrette is nominated 
for The Good Food Guide 


Leisure 


25 77-30 


Have a laugh with 
the Sherpa of 
Standup 

It’s time for the 
Big Weekend 



BusinessWeek 31-39 


Business Quarter 

Osborne told to make efforts 
to assist economic growth 

Start-ups are told to ask the 
experts for some good advice 


Driving 


41-46 


Steve Loader looks at Ford’s 
latest offering to SUV fans 

Road Test 

Chevrolet Aveo gives more 
style and substance for less 


By JOE 


P UT your knickers on and 
make me a cup of tea!” 

The line that brought 
fame to Simon Day during 
The Fast Show years is still 
remembered fondly 
by fans and indeed by the man himself. 

Dressed as uncompromising 
Detective Monkfish, Day was a key 
player in the award-winning comedy 
sketch show, but it is his own brush 
with the law before his TV break that is 
the centre of his new touring show. 

It features Day reading extracts from 
his new book Comedy And Error, in 
which he details his troubled youth, 
leaving school and being sent to 
borstal, being homeless and developing 
both gambling and drug habits. 

The 50-year-old said: “Basically, I do 
some stand-up at the start and then a 
couple of bits out of the book. Then I do 
a bit of Tommy Cockles, one of my 
characters, and then a Q&A. 

“The audience often ask about my 
life and all the scrapes I’ve got into, The 
Fast Show characters and all that. 

“There are always the questions 
about ‘What I was like when I was on 
drugs?’ and that sort of stuff. It was all 
a bit weird to answer at first, but once 
it’s all written down in a book, like it is, 
you get used to it.” 

Day was part of the successful team 



of comedians that included Paul 
Whitehouse, Charlie Higson, John 
Thomson, Mark Williams, Arabella 
Weir and Caroline Aherne, who formed 
the Fast Show crew between 1994 
and 1997. 

“I enjoyed all of it. It was a great 
time. We just dressed up and messed 
about, or that’s what it felt like. We all 
got on well, but we were all quite good 
at what we did, too, so it was like being 
in a good football team. I liked doing all 
of my characters - Dave Angel, 
Competitive Dad, all of them were a 
good laugh.” 

The team have reconvened once 
since finishing the show, with an 
online-only series sponsored by Foster’s 
lager in November 2011. It featured 
the complete cast, with the exception of 
Mark Williams, who declined to take 
part in the project. 

“Maybe those shows will go on Dave, 
I don’t know. I see the guys all the 
time. I see Paul a lot and I saw Charlie 
the other night. John lives in 
Manchester, so he stays at my house 
when he is down and we moan about 



From sketches 
to stand-up, it’s 
all comedy and 
error for Simon 


Popular funnyman Simon Day, known for 
his role in hit comedy The Fast Show, took 
his new tour to The Gulbenkian this week; 
here he reveals why he Left sketch shows 
behind to focus on a career in stand-up 


how we have been left behind and all 
that, and how tough our lives are now. 

“I’m thinking about doing some 
sketches with John Thomson. But 
nothing is set yet - I’m open to 
anything, to be honest.” 

The current tour is a more 
traditional stand-up routine than the 
character-based comedy for which Day 


is known, but he is happy to be getting 
out to theatres across the country. 

“I always did stand-up - that’s how 
I started. I think, like a lot of other 
people, when you start to do well you 
get on TV and you get acting jobs and 
you think you can be a comic actor. 

“That’s less aggro, you know what 
I mean? It’s less work because you 



SIMON DAY 

TWO RtHLY INUf IMVIULOUS TIMES 

COMEDY 


can turn up and everyone looks after 
you. If you get a bit lazy, like I am, you 
want to go up to Loughborough 
tonight [and do stand-up], you think 
I can just do acting. And then that 
fades out and actually you realise 
that it’s a very good living doing 
stand-up. 

“The ideas - writing them down and 
performing them - are very liberating, 
so you end up going back to it.” 

There is today a shortage of sketch 
shows on national television, with the 
likes of The Fast Show, Monty Python, 
Little Britain and Not The Nine O’clock 
News all consigned to history. 

“I don’t know why. I suppose it goes 
in and out of fashion, doesn’t it? The 


‘It was a great time. 
We just dressed up 
and messed about, or 
that’s what it felt like’ 

fashion now is to have panel shows 
with the comics on and it’s going well 
and people are watching them. 

“Then there’s also the Live At The 
Apollo stuff... that’s just what is in 
vogue. 

“Then they say ‘Sketch shows are 
out’, so they stop making them and 
they end up making other versions of 
what is already successful. That’s just 
how TV channels work.” 

Day has also recently returned to the 
small screen, having appeared in a 
comedy short entitled Colin, aired on 
satellite channel Sky Atlantic 
“I wrote that script years ago,” he 
said. “It was going to be a feature film. 
Channel Four bought it and it didn’t 
get made, then Steve Coogan was 
going to buy it and eventually it just 
got made as a short. 

“It may still go on to be something 
bigger like a sitcom in the future, but 
who knows?” 
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THE VANCOUVER 
LOG CABIN 

INSTALLED 

FOR ONLY 


.V . 


3m x 3m 


28mm solid timber, interlocking wall 
construction,fully glazed front aspect 
solid timber floor, felt roof and fully 
constructed in your garden . 


Only £1995. Price includes delivery, 
construction and felt roof. A solid level 
base is required, available from Johnsons 
at a reduced rate of only £299. Massive 
savings on a first come, first served basis. 
Double glazed cabin available for only £249 
extra. Other optional extras on offer. 


PERFECT FOR THAT 
GARDEN RETREAT 

Here at Johnsons we have a job lot of 30 Log cabins to 
clear. They are 3m ( 9ft 10”) x 3m ( 9ft 10”) and under 
2.5m in height making it a perfect summerhouse and 
attractive addition to nearly every size of garden. 


Call us for a free colour brochure 
or a no obligation quotation on 


0845 45 99 444 


Johnsons Nursery 
Old Thanet Way, 
near McDonalds, Chestfield, 
Whitstable CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 


Polhill Garden Centre 
Outside Display Area 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks TNI4 7AD 
01959 533466 


Notcutts Garden Centre 
Outside Display Area 
Newham Court Village 
Maidstone ME 14 5LH 
01622 730777 



www. j ohnso nsgardenb uildings.co.uk 

email: sales@johnsonsgardenbuildings.co.uk 
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The Sherpa of Standup finds his 
way with a new moral compass 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miLes@archant.co.uk 

THEY say that behind every good man 
there is a good woman, and that has proved 
hearteningly true for Canterbury-bound 
Canadian comic Tony Law. 

The 43-year-old, known as the Sherpa 
of Standup, is bringing his hit show Maxi¬ 
mum Nonsense to Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Studio this month. 

Law, who has had regular slots on Never 
Mind The Buzzcocks and Have I Got News 
For You, has developed his own distinctive 
style, often explaining his gags to the audi¬ 
ence as he goes along, such is the nature of 
his performance. 

However, he admits that his material 
has become more streamlined in recent 
years, thanks in no small part to his wife 
and twins. 

“She has helped out more in the last 
three years since we had twins. Before 
then, it was nonsense with no meaning,” 


he said. “She watches stuff and asks ‘How 
would they feel if you say that?’. No one is 
ever going to get bullied now. It comes 
from a good moral place - my wife makes 
sure of that.” 

His current show, he says, is “bonkers”. 
“There are a few themes going through it. 
There are social and political aspects, too.” 

Despite winning the prestigious Foster’s 
Edinburgh Comedy Award for Best Show, 
and appearing in regular slots on televi¬ 
sion, he does not consider himself famous, 
more someone who is just paying his rent. 

“I wouldn’t even say I’m mainstream 
yet. I’m still pretty alternative, pretty un¬ 
derground,” he said. “I’ve had a little bit 
more success. I would think that’s got a lot 
to do with doing a few more TV shows and 
winning a couple of awards. 

“It doesn’t feel any different. I don’t think 
things have changed. I can continue to 
pay the rent. If I hadn’t had that tiny bit of 
success, I would not have been able to 
do that.” 


As a teenager he left his home in Alber¬ 
ta, Canada, and travelled around Europe, 
using London as a base. 

“I just wanted to get out of Canada when 
I was 19. I came to England and haven’t 
lived in Canada since. I was a bit of a hobo 
- I’ve done all sorts of jobs. 

“The worst was when I was in Canada 
working at an abattoir. I also worked on a 
garbage truck -1 enjoyed that. I did a lot of 
bar-tending as well. I always had fun, no 
matter what I did.” 

Maximum Nonsense plays at the Mar¬ 
lowe Studio on Saturday, March 23, start¬ 
ing at 8pm. 

Tickets are £12 (£10 concessions). For 
further details and to book, you can visit 
www.marlowetheatre.com or phone the 
box office on 01227 787787. 

UNIQUE: Tony Law, the Sherpa 
of Standup, is bringing his own 
nonsensical brand of comedy to 
Canterbury later this month 



Jamie images highlight the extraordinary life of coral reefs 


A MARINE biologist from Sevenoaks 
has his underwater snaps exhibited in 
a London museum for the first time. 

Jamie Craggs, who lives with his 
wife and young family at Bradbourne 
Lakes, is having his watery-world 
shots displayed at the Horniman 
Museum in Forest Hill, south London. 

The show is entitled Rainforest Of 
The Sea and features 39 images 
taken during his work on coral-reef 
expeditions in the Philippines, as well 
as from his time spent as an 
underwater cameraman in Borneo. 

He said: "Coral reefs are often 
called the rainforest of the sea 
because, like rainforests, they are one 



BENEATH THE WAVES: Jamie Craggs 

of the most biologically-diverse 
habitats on the planet. 

"These photos weren't taken with 
an exhibition in mind, but the threats 
to this amazing underwater world are 



as seen things beyond our imagination 

so great that I wanted the images to 
do some good." 

Coral reefs are among the world's 
richest habitats - 25 per cent of all 
marine life is found in and around 


them yet they only cover 0.1 per cent 
of the ocean floor. One of the hot¬ 
spots for coral reefs is the coral 
triangle encompassing Borneo, the 
Philippines and Indonesia - it is 
estimated that a square metre of reef 
in this area contains the same 
number of species as a hectare of 
Amazonian rainforest. 

Craggs said: "I hope the exhibition 
will not only show visitors the beauty 
and wonder of the coral reef and its 
creatures but also raise awareness of 
the importance of protecting them for 
the future." 

Overfishing, pollution and climate 
change are said to be pushing reefs to 


the brink of collapse. It is estimated 
that 25 per cent of the world's reefs 
are functionally extinct and could be 
gone forever within 50 years. 

Craggs is the aquarium curator at 
the Horniman Museum and oversees 
a collection of 2,500 live specimens 
from 150 aquatic species. 

He specialises in coral biology and 
is working with international 
organisations to conserve coral reefs 
and better understand the impact 
that human life has on these fragile 
and globally-important habitats. 

Rainforest Of The Sea runs until 
Sunday, September 15, and the 
museum is free to enter. 


BE PART 
OF 

COMMUNITY 



Advertise here 
Call 01303 
817056 


WWW. 

kentnews 
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HOLIDAY HOMES FOR SALE. Sited on 
award winning park in East Sussex. Superb 
facilities for everyone and great fishing in 
our private lake. Pet friendly. 11 month 
season. From £8995. CAT.!. 01424 756 814 


CARAVAN FOR SALE 


on coastal park in Kent. Huge aaa 

indoor pool, family entertainment 111 111111 
complex, pet friendly, 10 V 2 month L I IpUUU 
season, excellent condition. ALL IN 


CALL 07446 133 640 


IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 

I Call 

01303 817150 
www.kentnews.co.uk 
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SANCTUARY OF HEALING 
MILLS TERRACE 
PRESENTS 

AN EVENING 
OF MEDIUMSHIP 



With the superb 

VICKY DIPROSE 
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SATURDAY 16TH. MARCH 

Doors open 6-45pm for 7-30pm start 

Non members £7 Members £5 

Light refreshments afterwards 
Details on website 

^ www.sanctuarvofhealina.co.uk ^ 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



Choice oMO parks in Kent and Sussex 

Call 01797 330 406 

www.ParkHolidays.com/kos 
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Flavours of Kent 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


Seaside dining experience that 
passes the test with honours 


L OCATION, location, location is the 
mantra so often recited as an essen¬ 
tial ingredient to success. Yet The 
Oxford suggests just sometimes you 
can assume greatness even if you’re 
not sited in a gorgeous location. 
Granted, it’s in critics’ darling Whitstable, but 
The Oxford isn’t on the harbour, or next to a 
boutique. Instead, it overlooks a somewhat drab 
part of the town’s main thoroughfare, with a 
view that takes in a sweep including a tattoo 
parlour and an accountants. 

Enter its doors, however, and you find yourself 
in a restaurant that may be small but is almost 
perfect in its form. 

But then this site has some pedigree. Salt 
Marsh once lived here, an eatery that dispensed 
with such formalities as menus and price-lists 
and became the town’s hidden treasure before 
buying into the mainstream and becoming an 
add-on to The Duke of Cumberland, in the very 
heart of the town and within site of both the 
harbour and pretty seafront. 

The Oxford, though, has matured into a venue 
that surpasses even Salt Marsh in its prime. It 
just seems to get everything right. 

Service is attentive yet not overbearing. The 
food comes and goes at a perfect pace. The menu 
is tight yet sufficiently diverse to make you think 



if this is good you’ll have to come back and try 
some of the others. Which, by the time you leave, 
you’ll want to do very swiftly indeed. 

Soft warm bread and thin parsnip crisps - in 
delicate light swirls - are brought to the table as 
you await your food. And a bottle of fruity Chab- 
lis starts everything off well. 

We order the smorgasbord as a starter to share. 
If there is a problem facing the plethora of restaur¬ 
ants in the town, it is that variety of dishes is a 
little lacking. This seems to solve it. Served on a 
wooden plate, it includes a large scotch egg that 


will forever put rivals in the shade. Halved with a 
warm egg, its golden yolk weeping from the 
centre, this is a real treat. Joined by a subtle duck 
terrine, several slices of what is dubbed as Whit¬ 
stable rarebit, oysters, smoked-haddock fritters 
and a trio of dips and pickles, it is a delicious and 
inventive way to get a meal under way. 

The main course is at risk of being upstaged; it 
needn’t have worried. I’ve plumped for pigeon 
breasts with black pudding, bacon and pearl bar¬ 
ley. The meat is rich in that game-like way yet is 
delicately cooked and the pearl barley is a won¬ 
derful support act to the headliner. 

My partner goes for wild sea bass fillet with 
brown shrimp butter, which goes down equally 
as well. The portions are well balanced - and, 
while at perhaps the upper end of the average dish 
price were you to take a quick poll of similar res¬ 
taurants in the town, it fits a menu where it is 
clear some care and thought has gone into it. 

By the time we’ve squeezed in a chocolate parfait 
and steamed syrup pudding, plus coffees, the bill 
us weighs in at a few pence over £80. Not cheap, 
not unreasonable, but an exceptional meal. 

Chris Thomson 


■ The Oxford 

27a Oxford Street, Whitstable CT5 1DB 
(telephone 01227 265717) 


Good Food Guide takes 
votes for The Ambrette 

THE Ambrette restaurant in Margate has been 
nominated for The Good Food Guide Readers' 
Restaurant Of The Year award. 

The Indian eatery, run by chef patron Dev 
Biswal, has had a number of nominations and is 
one of four from from the South East to be put 
forward for the award. There is still another four 
weeks for readers to nominate a restaurant. 

The award champions local venues and 
recognises great food and service at restaurants, 
pubs and cafes across the UK. 

The award gives people the opportunity to 
nominate their favourite local establishment 
across 10 UK regions. The regional winners will 
be announced in May. 


Cask Marque keeps 
this Red Lion roaring 

THE Red Lion free house at Hernhill has bagged 
a top accolade for its beer. 

The pub, known for throwing real-ale fairs 
throughout the year, has been awarded the 
coveted Cask Marque. 

The scheme sees pubs visited by an 
anonymous assessor twice a year. He or she 
checks all the cask ales on sale and tests for 
temperature, appearance, aroma and taste. 

If they reach the required standard, the pub 
receives a plaque, framed certificate and 
merchandising material. 

Landlord Ben Edwards said: "We are delighted 
as it shows how good our beer is." 



Bottle feed the lambs, water 
cuddle corner, tractor rides f 


e 99s-cellent Easter c\ ^ , 

ld J'o/n/nw/t h our daily^S? 

For more details and to book online visit 

www.kentlife.org.uk 


Meet our 


Celebrating 150 Years of Kent 


into Easter! 

ch - Sun14 April 


Kent Life, Lock Lane, Kent ME14 3AU. Junction 6 of the M20. T: 01622 763936 



At Mercure Hythe 
Imperial Hotel & Spa 






Sunday 24th March 2013 
llam-4pm Free Entry 


Witness some of the finest local wedding specialists 

Experience the grandeur of the Marston suite and the stunning seaviews 

Meet our experienced wedding planner 


See everything you may possibly need for your big day 

V With complimentary bubbly & canapes on arrival 

V Take home a free copy of Kent Bride 


Live Music 


every Friday night at 



Fri 29 Mar 


Wayne Fletcher, 
Fri 5 Apr 
Michael Duble 

Free entry, 
everyone welcome 
See website fo.details 

^ ‘ + _ 





v 


Comedy Nights 

Saturday 20th April 
7pm - Tickets £10 
See website for details 




www.mercurehytheimperial.co.uk 

Mercure Hythe Imperial Hotel, Princes Parade, Hythe, 

Kent CT21 6AE • e: h6862-sb@accor.com • t: 01303 267441 


Mercure 
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Port events to 
make a splash 

A NEW family fun day is set to start 
the summer in style in Dover. 

Paddlesports, sailing taster 
sessions, pedalos and a Thames- 
cutter race, the Dover Port Dash, 
are just some of the features of the 
Port of Dover Community Regatta, 
which will incorporate the pre¬ 
existing Dover District Community 
Safety Day. 

The event, which will take place 
on Saturday, July 27, from 10am to 
5pm, is organised by Dover Harbour 
Board and promises a programme 
of first-class fun. 

Bob Goldfield, chief executive of 
the Port of Dover, said: "We're 
pleased to support a new marine 
event for Dover, making the most 
of our harbour for the enjoyment of 
the community and to continue 
supporting the Dover District 
Community Safety Day. 

"With the involvement and 
enthusiasm of Dover Sea Sports 
Centre, we are creating an exciting 
partnership to provide a fantastic 
festival of family fun on land and 
sea at the Port of Dover - it should 
be a great start to the summer 
holidays." 

To register your interest in the 
Dover Port Dash, which consists of 
six-person teams, email elaine. 
lynch@doverport.co.uk. 


There’s still time to enjoy 
big weekend of family fun 


THE TOP FIVE MOST POPULAR VENUES 

Venues 

applicants 

tickets available 

Wingham Wildlife Park 

5,272 

200 

Howletts Wild Animal Park 

4,984 

100 

Port Lympne Wild Animal Park 

4,824 

100 

Leeds Castle 

3,533 

100 

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway 2,815 

300 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miLes@archant.co.uk 

IT is still a week away, but My Big 
Kent Weekend organisers have al¬ 
ready received the highest number 
of applicants in the event’s history... 
and there are still tickets to be had. 

More than 92,000 people have 
registered for the 17,000 free tick¬ 
ets to the 123 participating venues 
around the county. 

There is still time to register for 
unclaimed tickets, with almost 
2,000 up for grabs; however, you 
must do so by midnight Monday, 
March 18. 

Now in its seventh year, the 
weekend, which sees the likes of 
Leeds Castle and Port Lympne Wild 
Animal Park throwing open their 
doors to free-ticket-holders, is 
viewed a boost for the economy in 
the county, generating ‘secondary- 
spend’ income and repeat visitors 
for the remainder of the year. 

The animal attractions proved 
the most popular for prospective 
punters, as shown in the table, 
while the castles, including fourth- 



ANIMAL MAGIC: Port Lympne's 
tiger cubs are a big draw for visitors 

placed Leeds, were not far behind. 

There were 12,000 more appli¬ 
cants this year compared with last, 
when its worth was proved by 
£111,267 being spent at venues. 

Sandra Matthews-Marsh, chief 
executive at Visit Kent, which or¬ 
ganises the annual event, said: “It’s 


been a record year, with 92,000 
applications for the 17,000 places. 
So we know lots of people have been 
disappointed. However, some peo¬ 
ple who won tickets are now unable 
to take advantage of them because 
of other engagements. 

“We hope everyone will return 
any spare tickets to the website so 
that others can download them and 
enjoy a My Kent Big Weekend treat. 

“If you did not win any tickets in 
the ballots to join in all the activi¬ 
ties on March 23,24 and the grand 
finale to English Tourism Week, it’s 
worth checking the website to see 
which tickets become available.” 

Visit www.mykentbigweekend. 
co.uk to find out more. 


FAB 


FOUR 


Salomons Victorian Theatre, T Wells 
Sunday, March 24, 4pm 
Phone: 07803 605820 
Website: www.kentchorus.co.uk 


Kent Chorus: The highly-acclaimed group will 
perform Bach’s St John Passion with the 
Meridian Chamber Orchestra. Tickets £14 
adults, £5 children. 


Tower Theatre, Shorncliffe 
Thursday, March 21, 8.30pm 
Phone: 01303 277175 
Website: www.towertheatrefolkestone.co.uk 


London Jazz Quartet: Teddy Pope’s London Jazz 
Quartert, featuring Cliff Hall, Val Mannix and 
Michael Coates, will be playing classic Sinatra 
and Tony Bennett. Tickets £9. 



Holy Trinity Church, Cliftonville 

Saturday, March 23, 2pm-5pm 
Phone: 01843 842882 


Website: www.rotarythanetsunrise.co.uk 

The Big Knit: Hi Kent, the county’s charity for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing people, organising a 
charity knit. Participants will be knitting plain 
lengths, sponsored by the inch. 


■ The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 

Saturday, March 30, 7.45pm 
Box office: 01322 220000 
Website: www.orchardtheatre.co.uk/online 

ABBA Reunion: World-class tribute act ABBA 
Reunion will be performing the pop legends’ rich 
array of hits... starring the original ‘Frida’ from 
the West End show. Tickets £18.50. 


Harts Holiday Park 

UP TO 

TgU S 25%OFF 

HOLIDAY HOMES 

INCLUDING 

FREE 2013 
PITCH FEES 

We have some fantastic savings on selected caravans and lodges, 
come and see for yourself! 




2004 BK Calypso 28ft x 10ft, 

2 bedrooms 

Situated in the quiet end of park with panoramic views 
of surrounding fields. Open plan living area with fixed 
seating, separate dining area and galley kitchen. 

Was £14,995 Save £3,512 

£ 11,483 


Hurry, limited availability! 


Saving will vary by model and will consist of a model price reduction and pitch fee saving. Not to be used 
in conjunction witn any other offer or promotion. Offer may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. 


HARTS 




Harts Holiday Park, Leysdown Road, Leysdown-on-Sea, 
Sheppey, Kent, ME12 4RG 
or visit www.ParkHolidays.com/hartssales 


Returning after nearly 
20 YEARS TO MANSTDN 
Airport, Kent 



SOUTH EAST 
AIRSHDWzoi 3 


MANSTDN AIRPORT 



Saturday 22nd June 


^KentonSunday 

more music variety 

www.heritageevents.cid.uk 
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Red pandas are in their 
element on snow day 

PORT Lympne Wild Animal Park's red pandas 
were right at home in the snow this week. 

With the park near Hythe forced to close 
because of the weather conditions, visitors 
missed out on the chance to get a glimpse 
of the elusive breeding pair. 

The pandas are more used to sub-zero 
temperatures in their home range of the 
Himalayas and mountainous regions of northern 
Myanmar and western China, and so were on 
their own in enjoying Monday's blizzards as their 
neighbours sheltered from the cold. 

Animal manager Simon Jeffrey said: "All 
the animals here have access to heated indoor 
enclosures or shelters thickly bedded with 
straw, with additional feeds providing the extra 
central-heating the animals may require. 

"Despite the provision of warm, snug beds, 
some of the animals just prefer to be out 
enjoying the snow." 


Stardust will face the 
music as Irving Berlin 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miLes@archant.co.uk 

GLAM-ROCK legend Alvin Stardust is set to 
bring some of the greatest songs ever written to 
life in the story of Irving Berlin. 

Stardust, who has had seven Top 10 hits in a 
chart-span lasting 25 years, will be starring in 
Let’s Face The Music: The Irving Berlin Story. 

In a 60-year career, Berlin wrote some of the 
most popular songs of the 20th century, includ¬ 
ing White Christmas, There’s No Business Like 
Show Business and Happy Holiday. 

Stardust, no stranger to hits himself, having 
debuted with My Coo Ca Choo in 19 73, has been 
back touring as a musician for the last four years, 
following several decades in acting, including 
roles in Channel 4’s Hollyoaks and numerous 
theatre productions. 

“The last 15 years or so I’ve done a lot of thea¬ 
tre,” he said. “I was in loads of musicals and act¬ 
ing roles. But I was missing my music. I gave up 
my management and record deals and I put a 
three-piece band together. It’s gone barmy. 
We’ve done everything from the Isle of Wight 
festival to Guilfest, Belgium and Germany.” 

Age has proved no barrier for Stardust, who is 
still going strong at 70 years of age. 

“As you get older, as any old person will tell 
you, you don’t feel older. It’s just that bits fall off 


on the outside,” he said. “It’s like being a teen¬ 
ager now - I do what I want, from a little 
rock’n’roll concert in Norfolk to a big gig in 
Europe, like Germany’s Stuttgart stadium, which 
can hold 50,000 people. 

“It’s not like living in the past, because loads of 
different bands turn out, but everyone wants to 
see the music they grew up with.” 

He admits that taking on Berlin’s songs adds 
another dimension to the performance. 

“Everyone knows his songs like White Christ¬ 
mas,” he said. “I’m enjoying it. I’m not in trepi¬ 
dation but wary that he’s such a respected per¬ 
son, and The Marlowe is such a great theatre.” 

Presented by The Marlowe Friends, Let’s Face 
The Music: The Irving Berlin 
Story also features Ian 
Adams and Julie Paton 
and is written and nar¬ 
rated by June Brewer. 

It is at The Marlowe 
Theatre on Monday, 

March 25, at 7.30pm. 

Tickets, priced £18 
and £16 (concessions 
available), are avail¬ 
able from the box 
office on 01227 
787787 or at www. 
marlowetheatre.com. 



FAB 


FOUR 


Granville Theatre, Ramsgate 
Saturday, March 30, 8pm 
Box office: 01843 855000 
Website: www.granvilletheatre.co.uk 

Imagine....The Beatles: The top Beatles tribute 
act return to Ramsgate following sell-out shows 
in 2009, 2010 and 2011. Tickets £10 in 
advance, £12 on the door. 


The Gulbenkian, Canterbury 
Thursday, March 21, 7.30pm 
Box office: 01227 769075 
Website: www.kent.ac.uk/gulbenkian/theatre 

Animal Farm: Guy Masterson performs George 
Orwell’s classic satire. Masterson’s physical 
story-telling makes for two hours of compelling 
theatre. Tickets £11, concessions £7. 


The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 

Sunday, March 24, 7.30pm 
Box office: 01322 220000 
Website: www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 


The Solid Silver 60s Show: Enjoy a night of 
1960s nostalgia with Mike Pender, the voice 
of The Searchers, and Dave Berry and Wayne 
Fontana of the Merseybeats. Tickets £27.50. 


Memorial Theatre, Hilderstone 
Saturday, March 23, 7.30pm 
Box office: 0845 2626263 
Email: info@sarahthorne-theatreclub.co.uk 

Murder Mystery - Back To School: This thriller 
set at a boarding school in Kent will take the 
audience on an adventure. Tickets £10 
(£8 Sarah Thorne Theatre Club members). 




Come D 'uvt at 

THE WAGGON AT HALE 


m 


St. Patrick's Weekend 

Fri 15th - Sun 17th 

Come and celebrate St. Patrick's day with us and enjoy a pint of Guinness 
or a Jamesons with a bowl of Irish Stew for £6.95 - 
plus a collection of T-shirts, hats and wristbands to give away... 
Guinness only £3 a pint 

Fri 22nd - Live Music 

Kent's best function band "Jacuzzi Soup" joins us from 9pm 

Sat 23rd - Charity Bingo 

In aid of the Milly Moo Right Now Foundation 

Join us from 7.30pm for eyes down at 8pm... Tickets £10 with chocolate 
and cash prizes to be won. Plus a raffle. For tickets please either contact 
Donna on 07894 865728 or Emma at the pub or on 01634 400800 

For more information on the amazing charity please visit 

www.themillyfoundation.co.uk 

WWW.WAGGONATHALE.CO.uk 01634 400800 
179 CAPSTONE ROAD, CHATHAM, KENT ME5 7PP 



22 MARCH 2013 

CHATHAM CENTRAL THEATRE 


Ticket hotline 


01634 338 338 


0844 871 8820 


newspapers • magazines • online 


To advertise 
in this section 

Call 

01303 817150 

archant J kos media 


events • mobile and iPad 


DODDINGTON PLACE GARDENS 


A great day out for all the family! 

Easter Egg Hunt & Fun Trail 31st March & 1st April 
Chocolate Treat For Every Child! 

Birds of Prey Display 



Enjoy the wonderful ten acre landscaped gardens 
including a woodland garden & rock garden 

Open 31st March to 29th September 2013 
Sundays, Wednesdays & Bank Holidays from 11am to 5pm 

Tea Room serving lunches, cakes & cream teas 
Special Summer Events - see website or call 01795 886101 

www.doddingtonplacegardens.co.uk Telephone 01795 886101 
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Marlowe defies the critics 
with record first-day sales 
after multi-million rebuild 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

EXPECTATIONS are high for another successful 
year at The Marlowe Theatre following record- 
breaking first-day sales and a rise in average 
show attendances. 

The Canterbury venue has just completed its 
first full financial year after a £23.5 million 
rebuild, completed in October 2011. This means 
theatre bosses have been able gauge the impact 
of the renovation - and it is all good news. 

“It’s very pleasing. It’s been an exciting finan¬ 
cial year,” said theatre director Mark Everett. 
“Every time you switch on the television or look 
at a newspaper, you get gloom and doom, but it 
doesn’t seem to affect theatre-going. 

“We had a good first six months, and the cyn¬ 
ics said it was the honeymoon period. We have 
got past the honeymoon period and we have 
kept going and getting better. 

“I had some pretty awkward conversations 
with some people who said it wouldn’t last, but 
we have proved they were wrong. It gives me 
huge confirmed confidence in the organisation 
- we have some fantastic people working here.” 

The summer brochure went out earlier this 
month, exclusively to the membership group 
Marlowe Friends. A total of 4,205 tickets was 
sold with a value of £100,012, hammering the 
previous record of £78,000. Tickets go on sale 
from Monday (March 18). 

The most sought-after shows for the 1,200- 
seater site included Alan Bennett’s new play, 



SHINE ON: The rejuvenated Marlowe Theatre 

People, The Rocky Horror Show, Priscilla Queen 
Of The Desert and Fiddler On the Roof. 

“So far we have averaged 900 seats for every 
single performance,” said Everett. “It compares 
very favourably with the old Marlowe, where 
the best was 710 - the capacity then was 950. 
The old theatre was hardly a failure, but we had 
outgrown it. 

“I thought we would have reasonable success, 
but it’s gone beyond my expectations.” 

The success means the theatre can subsidise 
the more expensive ventures such as the Phil- 
harmonia Orchestra, which performed at the 
venue six times last year. 

“At the end of the day we are in the public sec¬ 
tor and our job is to break even as best we can,” 
he said. “A good example is the Philharmonia 
Orchestra. They cost money. It barely breaks 
even, but we can keep that in our programme.” 

• Visit www.marlowetheatre.com. 


Grand gesture at Dickens World 


DICKENS World in Chatham 
will be opening its newest 
attraction, The Grand Tour, 
next weekend. 

The informative and funny 
guided tour through the world 
in which Charles Dickens lived 
opens to the public on 
Saturday, March 23, to coincide 
with My Big Kent Weekend. 

After analysing customer 
feedback during the great 
author's 200th birthday, 
Dickens World has had a big 


internal refurbishment to 
create the tour of Victorian 
England indoors. 

It has reduced the entrance 
price for the new season from 
£13 to £5.50 to make it more 
affordable. 

A spokesman for Dickens 
World said: "Our reasoning is 
simple: we are opening up the 
attraction to many families 
who may not otherwise be able 
to afford a family day out. 

"We are not offering less - 


we are offering more and 
believe we will expand the 
business with a greatly- 
enhanced footfall by doubling 
the experience with our 
innovative guided tours of 
Dickensian/Victorian England, 
thus providing a new, fresh and 
enjoyable day out for our 
visitors, both old and young." 

Phone 0844 858 6656 or 
visit www.dickensworld.co.uk 
to find out more about the 
venue and events. 


You don’t have to walk 
500 miles for this gig 

SUNSHINE On Leith, (I’m Gonna Be) 500 Miles, 
Letter From America, I'm On My Way, Life With 
You, Let's Get Married... awesome songs from 
an awesome band, and they're coming to Kent 
this summer. 

The Proclaimers, right, are playing 
Folkestone's Leas Cliff Hall on Friday, July 5. 

Since the release, 26 years ago, of their first 
album This Is The Story, the band - aka twin 
brothers Craig and Charlie Reid - have enjoyed 
astonishing success, with gold and platinum 
singles and albums in the UK, US, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Their most recent, and ninth, album, Like 
Comedy, was released last year. 



Tickets for the Folkestone gig are priced 
at £25.50; visit www.leascliffhall.co.uk to find 
out more. 


Lifts a j&nnyty. your je*k 


Day Trips 

March 



Adult £ 

Child £ 

Wed 20 

Ideal Home Exhibition - Earls Court 

29.00 

11.00 

Sat 23 

Bruges 


35.50 

29.00 

Tues 26 

Wisley Gardens in Spring 


24.50 

19.00 

Thur 28 

Life & Death in Pompeii & Herculaneum 




- British Museum 


28.50 

25.00 

April 





Tues 02 

Drusillas Zoo Park 


22.00 

18.00 

Thur 04 

Legoland 


38.00 

31.00 

Thur 04 

Windsor 


18.00 

14.00 

Sat 06 

Disneyland Paris by Ferry 


74.00 

69.00 

Sat 06 

Creative Stitches & Hobbycrafts (Excel) 

25.00 

22.00 

Mon 08 

Afternoon Cite Europe 


16.00 

12.50 

Tues 09 

London Zoo 


30.00 

24.00 

Tues 09 

London Day Out 


19.00 

15.50 

Wed 10 

Warner Bros. Studio Tour London 





- The Making of Harry Potter 


49.00 

39.50 

Sat 13 

De Panne 


25.00 

19.00 

Sun 14 

Big Stamp & Scrapbooking Show 


25.00 

19.00 

Thur 18 

Boulogne 


27.00 

19.00 

Sun 21 

Blackbushe Sunday Market 


13.50 

11.00 

Tues 23 

The Kennett Valley Horse Drawn Barge 




inc Ploughman's Lunch 


40.00 

38.00 

Thur 25 

Brick Lane Music Hall 





- St George's Day Show 


41.00 

N/A 

Sat 27 

Southend-on-Sea 


19.00 

12.00 

Mon 29 

The Secret Gardens of Sandwich 


18.50 


Tues 30 

Montreuil-Sur-Mer 


31.00 

25.00 

May 





Fri 3 

Blossom Tour & Teapot Island 


18.50 

14.50 

Tues 7 

Afternoon Drive and Fish & Chips 





at Jempsons 


14.50 

13.00 

Mon 13 

Afternoon Cite Europe 


16.00 

12.50 

Thurs 16 

Camden Lock & River Cruise 


28.00 

19.00 

Sat 18 

De Panne 


25.00 

19.00 

Sun 19 

Brighton 


19.00 

10.00 

Tues 21 

Monet's Garden, Giverny 


52.00 

47.00 

Thurs 23 

Boulogne 


27.00 

19.00 

Sat 25 

Chelsea Flower Show 


70.00 

70.00 

Tues 28 

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum 





& Club Grounds 


29.50 

24.00 

Thurs 30 

Thorpe Park 


45.00 

29.00 

Short Breaks 

15 April 

Historical Severn Valley 

2 Nights HB 

155.00 

19 April 

Bruges & Brussels 

2 Nights B&B 

177.00 

24 May 

Flanders in a Flash 

3 Nights HB 

255.00 

13 June 

Liverpool 

2 Nights B&B 

132.00 

24 June 

Beautiful Rhine Valley 

4 Nights HB 

322.00 

08 July 

Parisian Chateaux & Gardens 

4 Nights HB 

370.00 

03 Aug 

Alton Towers 

1 night HB 

127.00 

02 Sept 

Monschau & Valkenburg 

4 Nights HB 

335.00 

08 Sept 

Waldorf Hilton 

1 Night B&B 




+ afternoon tea 

139.00 

20 Sept 

York 

2 Nights HB 

141.00 

04 Oct 

Paris Weekend 

2 Nights B&B 

144.00 

20 Nov 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular 

1 Night HB 

131.00 

29 Nov 

Cologne Christmas Market 

3 Nights HB 

205.00 


Call today! 

01303 27 26 25 

www.crosskeys.uk.com 
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Rock down to The 
Avenue and voice 
your abilities loud 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

THE Avenue Theatre in Sittingbourne 
is on the hunt for the hottest musical 
talent in the county with the launch of 
a new show. 

Vocal Ability is asking for amateur 
musicians, either solo artists or groups, 
to enter for the chance to win cash priz¬ 
es of up to £500, studio recording time, 
a photo shoot and more. 

Those making it through the early 
audition rounds will have a chance to 
appear on the live shows in the quarter¬ 
finals, which will be judged by industry 
experts Kevin Thorpe, of Bigjam Studios 
and NEC Music; Gary Whitehead, head 
of stage at the West End’s We Will Rock 
You show; and Daniela Galbin, an inde¬ 
pendent artist, who will be performing 
her new single A Room In The Sky and 
other songs from her album Back To 
Simple. 

Garth Spann, theatre chairman, is 
expecting high-quality entrants. 

He said: “From what I have seen be¬ 


fore, there’s a very high amount of tal¬ 
ent in the area. There are classical sing¬ 
ers, opera singers, people from the West 
End... there is a lot of talent. 

“We have never done our own talent 
show before. We just thought it would 
be a good opening for the people around 
here. It won’t be like The X Factor - no 
one is going to give criticism. 

“A band can enter, but it’s all about 
the vocals. Any size of group can par¬ 
ticipate, but we will be focusing on the 
singing.” 

Interested performers have until 
Monday, June 10, to apply for an 
audition and can do so by emailing 
vocalability@avenuetheatre.co.uk or 
by returning a completed application 
form to the Avenue box office in Central 
Avenue. You can also enter via internet 
video site YouTube. Audition dates are 
on Saturday and Sunday, June 15-16. 

The quarter-finals take place on the 
weekend of June 29-30, the semi-finals 
on July 6-7 and the grand finals on 
Saturday, July 13. Shows start at 7pm. 

• Visit www.avenuetheatre.co.uk. 



TALENT-SPOTTER: Industry expert Kevin Thorpe 


Enjoy a Lunchtime treat with rare 
gig in county by jazz songstress 


A SUNDAY-roast-and-jazz 
event in Rochester will be 
headlined by Newcastle 
vocalist Zoe Gilby next 
weekend. 

Gilby, right, will be 
appearing at the 
award-winning 
144Club at The 
Roffen on 
Sunday, March 
24, from 1.15pm- 
3.30pm, joined by 
Dorian Ford on 
piano, Larry Bartley on 
bass, Matt Fishwick on 
drums and Roan Kearsey- 
Lawson on vibes. 

Gilby is on a rare trip to the 


county, having performed 
across the UK, notably at 
London's 606 Club. 

Pianist Ford is also an actor, 
having performed in the 
Oscar-nominated 
film Mrs 
Henderson 
Presents 
alongside Dame 
Judi Dench. 

Doors open at 
12.45pm, with 
lunch and music 
served at 1.15pm. 

Tickets are £26 for two 
courses, or £30 for three. 
Phone 01634 365453 or visit 
www.144club.co.uk. 



Event focuses on isle corruption 


FOLLOWING the jailing of 
Sandy Ezekiel, the former Tory 
Thanet council leader, the 
public can discuss corruption 
on the isle in a Question Time- 
style event. 

A panel of experts will be 
answering audience questions 
at the event, being held by the 
Independent Media Society on 
Wednesday, March 20, at the 
Red Hall in Grosvenor Road, 


Broadstairs. 

Organiser Norman Thomas 
said: "People are asking how 
far and deep this corruption 
goes and what this means to 
our local democracy." 

Questions should be sent 
to IMS, 11 Grosvenor Road, 
Broadstairs CT10 2BT; 
emailed to inmeds@yahoo.co. 
uk; or phoned to 01843 604253. 

The meeting starts at 7pm. 
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Live the dream 

at BEAUTIFUL 




?pirk 


Experience the difference 


Call 

01843 823207 

or 

07815 823207 

www.bradgatepark.co.uk 

NOW 

OPEN 

- ^ - 

YEAR! 


■kaHlMMMHi 


Brand new including luxury 
holiday twins available 


This quiet, family-run park is walking distance 
from Westwood Cross shopping centre and just 
2 miles from Broadstairs. 


Facilities include heated indoor pool, gym, 
launderette and bar/restaurant 
Not suitable for children. 


MAjRBATC 


OPENING SOON 

Text Bentleys to 80012 
for more details. 

Free bottle of house wine for 
the first 50 bookings 


Looking for somewhere to stay? 


The View Guest House, with it's Art Deco Style 
exterior and contemporary interior, is the perfect 
place to stay on the East Kent Coast. 


The guest house is ideally located within easy reach 
of Margate's Old Town where you will find the 
newly opened dynamic Turner Contemporary. 

The area is also well known for its many art 
galleries and quirky bars and restaurants. 


Upon your arrival you will be greeted by your 
host who will show you around the beautifully 
finished interior, which you are free to enjoy and 
relax in for the duration of your stay. Your bags 
will be carried to your room where you will be 
able to unwind with complimentary refreshments 
and chocolates. 


The guest house is also the perfect location for 
entertaining. A number of packages are available 
for dinner parties and private functions 


It is our aim that our guests enjoy a restful stay 
within a casual, relaxed ambience mixed with 
a dash of luxury. 


i_Mt| Ev)<C lounge 

I bb 1 W & GRILL 

13-15 High Street, Margate CT9 IDL 
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£6.5m sports centre 
to deliver biq dividends 
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Why a mentor 
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Osborne told to release purse 
strings to aid economic growth 

County's business leaders want Budget to deliver 'environment 
of enterprise and investment' rather than continue painful cuts 

By Nick Ames 


nick.ames@archant.co.uk 


CHANCELLOR George Osborne may have 
to produce a rabbit from his big red box 
next week, when he delivers a budget busi¬ 
ness chiefs across the county are eagerly, 
albeit somewhat nervously, anticipating. 

All are united in calling on the Govern¬ 
ment to take brave steps and allow growth 
to flourish - rather than for more economic 
restraint. 

The chancellor will unveil his budget to 
the House of Commons on Wednesday. 

And while experts are hoping for key 
improvements to allow access to finance, 
simplifications of the tax system and per¬ 
manent business rates relief, there are fears 
Mr Osborne will continue on his path of 
cutting the deficit rather than making 
growth the focus. 

Chief executive of Kent Invicta Chamber 
of Commerce, which covers much of the 
county, Jo James, said an “environment of 
enterprise and investment” is necessary to 
ensure a national economic recovery. 

She said: “The chancellor has an oppor¬ 
tunity to put in place measures which will 
stimulate business growth and we urge 
him to seize this opportunity. 

“The chamber network is calling for 
measures that create an environment of 
enterprise, stimulate exports, kick-start 
infrastructure projects and create a struc¬ 
ture of business finance which supports 
growing companies. 

“Government spending remains far too 
focused on unproductive programmes, rath¬ 
er than measures that underpin economic 
growth, wealth creation and prosperity. 

Turn to page five » MAN WITH A PLAN: Chancellor George Osborne is facing possibly his most important Budget on Wednesday as business leaders pray for some good news 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE IN ART, ENGLISH AND MATHS INTERVIEWING NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2013 


Non-selective 



ROCHESTER 

INDEPENDENT COLLEGE 


& high performing 


The exam success of Rochester 
Independent College students has 
seen it ranked among the best 
schools in Kent and top in Medway 


All good schools recognise there is 
more to education than exam results. 
Parents though inevitably look with 
interest at the league tables published 
each year by the Department 
for Education. 

This year a new performance measure 
ranks schools on the percentage of 
students with two As and a B in the 
traditional academic A level subjects 
recommended for competitive 
degree courses. 

200 of the 298 A level entries in 2012 at 
Rochester Independent College were 
in the ‘facilitating’ subjects identified by 
the Russell Group of leading universities 
- Maths and Further Maths, English 
Literature, Physics, Biology Chemistry 
Geography History and Languages. 


RIC at a glance 


A Co-educational day 
and boarding school 

Number of students: 280 
Kent 70% 

International 15% 

Rest of UK 15% 

Average class size: 8 
No school uniform 
ISC accredited 

A*/A at A level 40.3% 

National Average 26.6% 

Day fees 2013-14 
Years 7-9 £3330 per term 

Years 10-11 £4500 per term 

Years 12-13 £5000 per term 

College minibus services 

from Tonbridge, Tunbridge 
Wells, Sevenoaks, Otford, Seal, 
Kings Hill, Maidstone, Bearsted 
and Hadlow. New service from 
Ashford, September 2013 

RIC is situated opposite 
Rochester railway station 



Commenting on the tables a Department 
of Education spokesman said: “We want 
to shine a light on those schools and 
colleges whose pupils achieve great 
results in key subjects that lead to the 
top universities.” 




Many RIC students combine the academic 
with the practical; the traditional with 
the creative. Graphic Design and Music 
Technology are taken by many applying 
for Engineering degrees alongside Physics 
and Maths. History of Art complements 
Fine Art. Film and Sociology work well with 
History and English, World Development 
A level alongside Geography 

While new comparative data seems to 
be generated with every set of DfE tables, 
good schools will continue to put students 
before stats and guide them towards 
subject combinations that match their 
interests, aptitudes and aspirations. RIC 
has no A level option block restrictions. 


While ranked highly in the new tables 
on this measure the real strength of the 
College is the range of subjects available, 
most of which are not on this list, but 
are equally useful preparation for many 
degrees and valued by universities. 

"The teaching at Rochester is 
rigorous and tailored to the best 
possible exam results. It offers a 
broad education, combining its 
original focus on getting students 
into competitive university 
courses such as medicine, 
dentistry and veterinary science 
with an emphasis on the 
creative arts.” the independent 



Our younger students will continue to be 
offered Film, Media, Textiles, Drama, Music 
and Photography whether the GCSE 
Ebacc ranking which excludes these 
subjects survives or not. 

Believing that everyone who works hard 
can do well, we do not have an entrance 
exam for children joining at 11 + or 13+ 
or minimum GCSE grade requirements 
for sixth form entry 


INTENSIVE EASTER REVISION COURSES 

Improve your confidence and exam grades 
GCSE and A Level • 1-5 & 8-12 April 2013 

STAR HILL ROCHESTER ME1 1XF 01634 828115 


DfE Performance tables Kent & Medway 

School % of A level students achieving 

3 A levels at grades AAB or 
higher in facilitating subjects 


Tonbridge School 48% 

The Judd School 44% 

Ashford School 38% 

Kent College (Canterbury) 33% 

The Skinners’ School 33% 

CATS Canterbury 32% 

Sir Roger Manwood’s School 32% 

The King’s School Canterbury 31% 

Benenden School 27% 

Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys 25% 

ROCHESTER INDEPENDENT COLLEGE 21% 

Tonbridge Grammar School 19% 

St Edmund’s School Canterbury 18% 

Cranbrook School 17% 

Highworth Grammar School for Girls 17% 

Tunbridge Wells Girls’ Grammar School 16% 

Maidstone Grammar School 15% 

King’s School, Rochester 15% 

Gravesend Grammar School 14% 

Weald of Kent Grammar School 14% 

Rainham Mark Grammar School 13% 

The Math School 13% 

Beechwood Sacred Heart School 13% 

Invicta Grammar School 13% 

Maidstone Grammar School for Girls 13% 

Sutton Valence School 12% 

Borden Grammar School 11 % 

Dartford Grammar School for Girls 11 % 

Walthamstow Hall 11% 

The Rochester Grammar School 10% 

Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School 10% 

Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys 10% 
Dover Grammar School for Girls 9% 

Fort Pitt Grammar School 8% 

Chatham House Grammar School 8% 

Oakwood Park Grammar School 8% 

Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar School 8% 

St Lawrence College 8% 

Mayfield Grammar School, Gravesend 7% 

Sackville School 7% 

The Folkestone School for Girls 7% 

The Norton Knatchbull School 7% 

Chatham Grammar School for Boys 6% 

Chatham Grammar School for Girls 6% 

Bethany School 6% 

Dane Court Grammar School 6% 

Dover College 6% 

Saint George’s Church of England School 6% 
The Harvey Grammar School 6% 

Highsted Grammar School 5% 

St Gregory’s Catholic Comp School 5% 

Bennett Memorial Diocesan School 4% 

Clarendon House Grammar School 4% 

St Simon Stock Catholic School 4% 

Chaucer Technology School 3% 

Dover Grammar School for Boys 3% 

Mascalls School 3% 

Wilmington Grammar School for Boys 3% 

Wilmington Grammar School for Girls 3% 

Duke of York’s Royal Military School 2% 

Kent College Pembury 2% 

Longfield Academy 2% 

The Archbishop’s School 2% 

2012 Source: http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/performance/ 


A leading sixth form and a first choice 11+ alternative | www.rochester-college.org 
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Government would pull in extra 
£5m by easing beer tax in pubs 


By Nick Ames 


nick.ames@archant.co.uk 


FAVERSHAM brewer Shepherd Neame is 
backing an industry call to halt beer duty 
in a move which could save some 5,000 
jobs nationwide, but still inject an extra £5 
million into tax revenues. 

Chancellor George Osborne is coming 
under growing pressure to use this week’s 
Budget to abandon the so-called ‘duty es¬ 
calator’ which is due to impose another 
five per cent rise in tax on beer. 

Campaigners claim the move 
would save jobs and in¬ 
crease the Govern¬ 
ment’s share because 
it will ease pressure on 
pubs, meaning fewer 
going out of busines. 

The British Beer and 
Pub Association 

(BBPA) says studies 
suggest freezing duty 
will increase the amount 
of tax Mr Osborne raises 
by keeping more people 
in work. 

Shepherd Neame chief 
executive Jonathan 
Neame said: “A freeze on 
beer duty is clearly the 
sensible decision. Any¬ 
thing that protects jobs 
and gives pubs a fair chance 
to prosper is a good thing. 

“The British Beer and Pub Asso¬ 
ciation has produced a well-researched re¬ 
port highlighting these issues which gives 
the Government further reasons to take 
action on beer duty. 

“We think there’s considerable momen¬ 
tum this year with debates in Parliament 
and national press campaigns. The Treas¬ 
ury needs to listen to reason and recognise 
the industry’s potential to aid growth.” 

Martyn Hillier opened the county’s first 
micro-brewery pub, The Butchers Arms in 
Herne. 

Micro-pubs are becoming the latest 
trend: opening up small scale, no-frills, in¬ 
dependent drinking holes, in the premises 


How a £3.50 
pint is taxed 



Excise Duty 
55.4p 

Total Tax 
113.73p 


of former shops, and sourcing only local 
beers. 

What’s more, Kent has become one of 
their most fertile breeding grounds. 

He said: “The Government must be able 
to see pubs are closing left, right and cen¬ 
tre. You can only milk the golden goose so 
much before you kill it. 

“Pubs are an important part of British 
life.” 

The Labour government set up the duty 
escalator five years ago, and under its rul¬ 
ings beer tax rise by two per cent above 
inflation every year; since March 2008, 
duty has risen by 42 per cent. 

In its report Beer, Pubs and the 
Budget 2013, the BBPA 
warns beer and pubs in 
Britain are over-taxed, 
at levels higher than 
most other European 
countries. 

The Treasury predicts 
it will raise less from beer 
duty in 2013-14 com¬ 
pared with the previous 
year, despite plans to in¬ 
crease the rate by more 
than five per cent. 

Beer and pubs support 
949,000 jobs in the UK, 
paying close to £13 billion 
in wages, according to re¬ 
search done by Oxford 
Economics. 

BBPA chief executive 
Brigid Simmons said: “UK 
beer drinkers now pay 40 per 
cent of the beer tax across the EU, 
but only consume 13 per cent of its beer. 

“A duty freeze would raise revenues, 
protect jobs, and help one of our greatest 
national assets - our much-loved pubs.” 

Almost 150 MPs from all parties have 
backed a Commons motion demanding a 
freeze in beer duty. 

Excise duty on a pint of lager in Britain is 
55.4 pence, compared with just 4.6p in 
Spain. 

The average price of a pint in Britain is 
£3.22 - almost double the Spanish aver¬ 
age of £1.70 - of which 54p is VAT and 
55p is excise duty. It is also considerably 
higher than in Germany and France. 



PULLING POWER: 

Armstrong and Miller 
promoting Spitfire Ale 



Chocks away as TV comedy duo 
'ale' new advertising campaign 

IN ITS latest marketing drive, Kent brewer The pair, who appear in the guise of RAF 

Shepherd Neame has announced a partnership airmen characters from their comedy sketch 
with TV comedy duo Alexander Armstrong and show, will been seen on a host of advertisements 
Ben Miller to promote its Spitfire Ale. for the company's popular brand. 


De Haan trust enables new £6.5m sports centre of excellence 


A BUSINESS partnership, building on a 
town’s sporting heritage, has bought 
top-class facilities to Folkestone with a 
centre of excellence for cricket, hockey 
and netball. 

Sports minister Hugh Robertson 
was special guest at the official open¬ 
ing of Three Hills Sports Park, on 
Cheriton Road, which has been estab¬ 
lished using £6.5 million from a 
charitable trust established by mil¬ 
lionaire philanthropist Roger de Haan, 
the former owner of Saga Holidays. 

The sports park is intended to be 
self-financing with revenue from facil¬ 
ity hire paying for its upkeep, and any 
surplus money channelled into sports 
development. 

Paul Major is a trustee of the trust 
FIELD OF DREAMS: Three Hills Sports Park boasts some top-class facilities which established the centre. 



“We want to build on the unique 
sporting legacy here in Folkestone 
spanning 150 years of cricket and a 
century of hockey,” he said. 

“We have set up the business as a 
partnership - for which I think sport is 
a great metaphor and analogy. There 
is, first of all, the dreams and desires to 
accomplish something; then the team¬ 
work and playing to individual strengths 
which makes that goal attainable.” 

The cricket square has been re-laid 
to the standard required for the Coun¬ 
ty Championship and it is hoped some 
Kent second XI matches will take 
place there this season. 

Three Hills came from a desire from 
both the town’s cricket and hockey 
teams to provide better facilities. 

Mr Major said: “When the Roger de 


Haan trust was approached he was 
impressed that the groups were col¬ 
laborating, as he always looks to back 
organisations working together. 

“But he said the ambition they were 
showing was not big enough. 

“He liked the idea, but wanted to ex¬ 
pand it. That is why we now have a 
centre of excellence which can appeal 
to those outside the immediate local 
area, although it will be of great 
benefit to the wider sports community 
of Shepway as well. ” 

Management company Freedom 
Leisure will run the project on a day- 
to-day basis. 

Business development director Ivan 
Horsfall Turner said: “It’s an exciting 
partnership project which we are very 
pleased to be a part of.” 
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Without a licence 

• You could be prosecuted and fined 
up to £20,000 

• You cannot serve a section 21 
notice to regain possession 
of your property 
You may be required by law 
to repay the rents you have 
received 


Calling all landlords of Cliftonville 

Have you applied for your selective licence(s) yet? 

You are required by law to license rented properties in the 
designated area. Go to www.thanet.gov.uk7housing.aspx 
to find out more. ' 


LICENCE FEES WILL INCREASE ON 
01 APRIL 2013 ? 

We will be prosecuting those who haven’t ai 
Make your application now! 
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Capital problem still stops 
small firms from cashing 
in on future growth plans 


« Continued from front page 

“We are calling on the chancellor to take 
rapid and radical steps to shift government 
spending from unproductive areas and 
towards growth measures that can be de¬ 
livered quickly.” 

It is a sentiment echoed by the Federa¬ 
tion of Small Businesses (FSB) which, 
unsurprisingly, wants to see a budget to 
benefit its members. 

Roger House, FSB chairman in Kent and 
Medway, said: “With the economy only 
growing a fraction in 2012, the chancellor 
must deliver a budget that is unashamedly 
focused on boosting small business. 

“Our figures show that confidence is ris¬ 
ing among Kent’s small business owners, 
but there is still caution. And, even though 


unemployment has fallen considerably, 
consumer confidence to spend and boost 
the economy is far from sufficient. ” 

The FSB said small companies across 
the county have ambition and want to 
grow, but consistently state finance and 
access to long-term capital are barriers to 
progress. 

Experts have predicted that, with Britain 
losing its AAA credit rating, the Govern¬ 
ment will have to emphasise growth, 
rather than just focusing entirely on cut¬ 
ting the deficit. 

But in a gloomy forecast at the end of 
last year, Mr Osborne admitted austerity 
measures were set to remain in place for 
around five years. 

Mr House added: “What we need to hear 


is not more small-scale policies which tink¬ 
er at the edges, but measures that will have 
a tangible effect both immediately and in 
the long-term.” 

When announcing the Budget date in 
December, Mr Osborne admitted he would 
fail to hit his target for reducing public debt 
as a proportion of economic output by 
2015-16. He was also forced to extend 
austerity measure to 2018 - three years 
longer than initially planned - after the in¬ 
dependent Office of Budget Responsibility 
(OBR) cut its predictions for UK economic 
growth. 

The OBR said that even after a five-year 
parliament of spending cuts and tax rises, 
the Government will still be borrowing one 
in every 10 pounds it spends. 


Can George concoct marvellous Budget medicine? 


The financing conundrum 

Speak to any small business and a 
recurring theme is problems over 
access to finance. Without capital 
investment, companies remain limited 
in their freedom to expand and grow, 
and thus unable to help growth. 

Banks, on the other hand, make lots 
of positive noises, but still seem to have 
their purse strings knotted. 

The FSB has called for incentives to 
take on new staff and for the chancellor 
to announce a review of how enterprise 
support is delivered through central 
and local government to ensure 
support is focused and effective. 

The federation also said he needs to 
put clear plans in place for the 
government-led 'business bank', a new 
institution which will have the role of 
getting finance to small firms. 

Members added this should help 
open up competition in the banking 
sector and encourage non-bank 
sources of finance. 

To bolster efforts to increase 
competition, the FSB want the 
Financial Conduct Authority - formed 
as one of the successors to the 
Financial Services Authority and which 
begins working on April 1 - to focus on 
encouraging new entrants into the 
market, so that small firms have more 
choice. 

The FSB’s wish list 



contracts that its 'tier one' 
suppliers are signed up to the 
Prompt Payment Code and pay 
their supply chains quickly 

• Extend the money available 
through the Government-backed 
Startup Loans scheme to help 
more Kent residents who struggle 
to access finance to start a 
business. The payback periods 
should also be extended 

• Direct Ofgem to mandate that 
energy companies cannot 
rollover a small business onto an 
un-negotiated contract for more 
than 30 days, down from the 
current period of 12 months. 

Kent Invicta Chamber 
of Commerce wish list: 

• Flexibility in the Government's 
deficit reduction plan; if no 
economic progress is made this 
year, other options should be 
considered. 

• Re-prioritisation of resources away 
from unproductive expenditure 
towards investment in the 
economy. Direct investment in 
much-needed new housing. 
Creation of a new road repair and 
renewal fund. 

• The Government must embark on 
a large-scale effort to deliver 
promises already made including a 
firm timetable for the launch of a 
credible British business bank 
along with increased efforts to 
incentivise 

• Private sector investment in 
infrastructure. 

• Freezing of business rates for 
three years. 

• Tripling of the lifetime limit for 
Entrepreneurs Relief on Capital 
Gains Tax. 

• Expansion of support for compa¬ 
nies exporting to overseas 
markets. 

• Introduction of a growth voucher 
scheme for SMEs with ambitions 
to grow. 


Ensure work being done to 
simplify the tax system is not 
watered down. The current 
proposal to allow small firms with 
a turnover of less than £77,000 to 
provide cash-based accounts is a 
major deregulatory step and one 
Kent FSB believes will increase 
compliance. 

See existing schemes for invest¬ 
ment relief pooled together in a 
simple one-stop-shop, so that 
small firms know where to go for 
capital to invest in their business. 
Make small business rates relief 


permanent in Kent as some small 
businesses pay more in business 
rates than they do in rent. 

Extend the National Insurance 
contributions holiday to small 
firms in the county with less than 
four staff, rather than just start-up 
businesses. 

Cancel the 3p fuel duty rise 
planned for September 2013, and 
initiate a full review of fuel prices 
and motoring taxation 
Help boost businesses' cash-flow 
by ensuring when it is awarding 


I I 

Business 

Doctor 


Marketing is not all about spending 
money on advertising - Peter Hobbs 
highlights two online channels which 
could well boost your business sales, 
engage you with customers and be 
of particular benefit if you are trying 
to working on a tight budget... 


Email marketing 

Many of us get frustrated 
about receiving 'spam' in 
our inboxes, but when email 
marketing is done correctly 
it is the cornerstone of good 
online marketing and can 
produce great results. 

The first step is to 
encourage people to 
sign-up to receive emails 
from you. Look at where 
you can get customers to 
share their details with you, 
and make sure you explicitly 
get their opt-in to receive 
information from your 
business. 

Respect your customer's 
decisions not to receive 
email from you. 

Consider using an email 
marketing provider to help 
you achieve better deliver- 
ability and make it easier to 
create great looking emails. 

There are many firms 
out there that can help, and 
the cost may not be as 
expensive as you think. 

Importantly, make 
sure that all your email 
campaigns are offering 
value to your subscribers. 

Don't always look to sell 
in your emails; often, the 
emails that produce the 
most sales are the ones 
that don't actively try and 
promote your products, but 
provide useful information 
to your customers and 
prospects. 

Experiment with content 
and subject lines, and keep 
testing to make sure you're 
optimising your approach 

Social media 

Chances are you personally 
use at least one social 
media network. 

As a business, social 
media can be a minefield 
with so many different 
networks to choose from. 

My advice is not to try 
and be everywhere - 


concentrate on a handful of 
social networks, rather than 
spreading yourself too thin. 

Before you start, take the 
time to research how other 
businesses are using social 
media. 

For most, creating your 
own blog, updated regularly 
with interesting content and 
news about your business, 
is a good place to start. 

Creating a Facebook page 
is also very popular. 

For business-to-business 
organisations, Linkedln is a 
great way to communicate 
with other professionals in 
your area. There are groups 
on Linkedln for all different 
industries; participate in 
the online conversations 
and help build more 
knowledge about your 
company and yourself. 

Be clear about what you 
want to achieve from social 
media. For many businesses 
social media is a great way 
to put a more personal face 
on your business, to interact 
directly with customers and 
build stronger relationships 
with them. 

Use your website and 
other marketing initiatives 
to encourage people to 
'Like' or 'Follow' you. 

Provide incentives for 
them to do so: special offers 
only available on your social 
media pages, for example. 

Once you have built up a 
following, it's a great way to 
promote new products and 
services you have. 

As with email marketing, 
use relevant content that 
interests your customers. 

You will need to invest 
time to get it right. 

Sometimes, you may not 
always get positive 
feedback, but by responding 
swiftly and professionally, 
you can help generate more 
trust in your brand. 

Above all, be genuine. 


f 


Peter Hobbs is the chief 
executive of Kent Channel 
Chamber of Commerce 
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CENTRE FOR MICRO BUSINESS 


THORLEY TAVERNS 


Perfect point of reference for 
those budding entrepreneurs 


Top seaside venues offer best 
place for you to talk business 


AMID a hugely challenging economy, the question 
many are asking is where do we turn to for help 
and advice? 

Kent is a county predominantly filled with 'micro' 
businesses, classified as people either working on 
their own and those with up to nine employees. 

The opportunities are there if we look for 
them, but the demand now is to make it happen 
faster and with greater margins of success. 

Government figures indicate that 80 per cent 
seeking to start a business without advice fail, 
whereas of the remainder, 60 per cent that do 
take advice, go on to succeed. 

The Centre for Micro Business CIC is just that 
kind of reference point, created by Kent 
entrepreneurs to support those considering 
joining them in business. And where better to 
access information than in your local library. 

Originally the concept of Roger House, regional 
chairman of the FSB, and honorary member of 
the Kent Ambassadors group, the centre, a 
social enterprise, has been joined by former 
KCC staff officer Roger Gabriel as director. 

Successes are already in the making as 
through the centre several collaborative groups 
appear to be emerging. 

To find out more, go to the website at www. 
cmbcic.co.uk or call or text on either 07805 
764192 or 07505 540440. 



THORLEY Taverns can serve up the perfect envi¬ 
ronment for you to do business, courtesy of its 
three top venues; all of which give fantastic 
views of the Kent coast. 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL 

THE Pegwell Bay Hotel incorporates two stun¬ 
ning conference rooms along with a large decked 
area right on the waters’ edge. 

The Clifton Suite can accommodate 70 dele¬ 
gates comfortably, with the Ravenscliffe Suite 
catering for up to 100. 

Full catering and conference stationary is 
available along with wifi and internet connec¬ 
tions and a large on-site car park. The venue also 
offers a 42 bedroom hotel, with conference pack¬ 
age rates available. 

Contact: 01843 599590 
Email: reception@pegwellbayhotel.co.uk or 
see the site www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk. 

OAK HOTEL 

THE Oak Hotel provides the Tiffany Suite, with 
stunning views over Ramsgate’s Royal Harbour 
and Marina. 

Comfortably seating up to 60 delegates, the 
room boasts its own balcony with stunning 
views and rest rooms. Full catering and confer¬ 
ence stationary is available along with wifi and 
internet connections. 

The 34-bedroom hotel also offers discounted 



rates for conference delegates. 

Contact: 01843 583686 
Email: reception@oakhotel.co.uk or see the 
site www.oakhotel.co.uk. 

BROADSTAIRS PAVILION 

THE Broadstairs Pavilion on the Sands offers a 
unique conference facility for those looking for a 
relaxed atmosphere by the sea. 

Literally ‘on the golden sands’ of Viking Bay, 
the venue can accommodate 80 to 200 dele¬ 
gates. The spacious and airy room provides pan¬ 
oramic views over the bay, a large stage, sepa¬ 
rate toilet facilities and leads out onto the 
veranda and sands. 

Fully equipped with conference stationary, 
wifi and internet connections, it also provides 
on-site catering. Accommodation can be pro¬ 
vided at a discounted rate for delegates at the 
two hotels above which are only 10 minutes 
from this venue. 

Contact: 01843 600999 

Email: enquiry@pavilion-broadstairs.co.uk or 
see the site www.pavilion-broadstairs.co.uk 
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The Centre for Micro Business CJ.C 
Tel: 0645 669 1290 
Tel/text: 07805 764192607505 54OW0 
Email: Inform bckxo.uk _ 


100 * A**> BOOK ONL Af OU* INTBODUCTOflY ClIHICS 

ww.cmbcic.co.uk 

14 twffJta liMNM hrl, tvatfata Vtiaarth, Aahtard. Karri THT* «K 



A great place to do 
business... 



THORLEY TAVERNC 

* •- STUNNING LOCATIONS -• 

www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 
OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 
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If you would like to advertise in the next edition of BusinessQuarter please 
contacl Sallie Payne on01303817056or email sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 


FEDERATION OF SMALL BUSINESSES 


MIDKENT COLLEGE 


FSB mentoring young people 
in planning for a better future 


Smooth students stop their 
studies for cancer fundraiser 


THE Federation of Small Businesses is setting out 
to play its part in building the future economy - 
with its members at the heart of playing a major 
role in creating a platform for growth. 

A spokesman for the organisation said: “There 
are many ways in which a contribution to this 
can be made but the FSB has elected to focus on 
the younger business person and the nurturing 
of the culture of enterprise and employability. 

“The partnership with the Young Enterprise 
organisation was made some years ago and goes 
from strength to strength. 

“Nationally, the FSB has followed suit.” 

In celebrating its 50th year, Young Enterprise 
and the FSB are working together in a variety of 
ways. FSB members provide business mentor¬ 
ing, competition judges and those in Kent have 
put up funding to match-fund new schools par¬ 
ticipating in the YE programmes. 

Working again in collaboration with others, 
the FSB was delighted to receive a nomination for 
its offer of complementary FSB membership for a 
young entrepreneur from the Kent Foundation. 

Daniel Warren, of Mint Fresh Services, has 
now joined the FSB and is already receiving both 
support in the form of advice on how to set about 
employing people from an experienced member 
and benefiting from an introduction to a poten¬ 
tial work stream. 



The graduate from Canterbury Christ Church 
University said: “My business will also offer a 
commercial cleaning service to business owners 
with commercial offices.” 


BUSINESS students from MidKent College 
raised more than £700 for Cancer Research 
after taking part in a series of sponsored 
events. 

Led by lecturer Sukh Gill, the students also 
sold cakes while one of the fundraisers - Kyle 
Johnson - even agreed to have his legs waxed 
for the cause. 

The students handed over a cheque for 
£738.88 to local Cancer Research representa¬ 
tive Lindsey Richardson, who said she was 
extremely grateful for their days of activity 
which raised the funds. 

She told them: "We rely on every single 


donation we receive. Without you we simply 
wouldn't save lives so thanks for everything 
you've done so far. 

"The money you have raised really will help 
to beat cancer, and we won't stop until that has 
happened." 

MidKent College offers one of the most 
extensive ranges of full-time, part-time, short 
and long courses in Kent and the south east 
from campuses in Medway and Maidstone. 

These include courses in business, such as 
Higher National Diplomas (HND) and founda¬ 
tion degrees, in subjects including engineering 
and IT. 



Join over 6,500 others in Kent & Medway 
The Federation of Small Businesses 

FSB 

Small Business? 



We joined because we 
wanted the back up of 
24/365 legal support” 
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Join Kent's 
best kept 
secret 

Security Courses at MidKent College 

Level 2 Award in Door Supervision 4th - 7th March £280 

Successful completion of this course enables students to apply for SIA licences in 
door supervision and manned guarding. 

Level 3 Certificate in Close Protection Operations - 

Experienced Practitioner Programme 11th - 22nd March (10 days) £1,400 

The course for bodyguards/close protection operatives. This qualification enables 
students to apply for an SIA licence currently required to work in the United Kingdom 
or with specific British contractors abroad. 

Multi-Environment Security Operator (MESO) Package 
14 days - dates throughout the year £2,350 

This unique course trains ex-service personnel for close protection and security roles 
in high-risk land and maritime environments in the UK and abroad. The course is run 
in conjunction with Edson Tiger. 



Telephone: 01622 624900 

Email: business.services@midkent.ac.uk 

Website: www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 


Join us on 


El 



MidKent College HE Centre 
Oakwood Park, Tonbridge Road 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AG 
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Professional guidance can 
help your start-up survive 

Often referred to as the 'millionaires' mentor', Bev James has 20 years experience in 
coaching, training, recruitment and advice. She is currently director of mentoring for 
Startup Loans, the Government initiative set up by Prime Minister David Cameron's 
business team. Here she explains how mentoring can help your business... 

w 


' HEN you are starting out in 
any new business venture, 
it is always reassuring to 
get as much advice as you 
can about the area you are 
moving into - after all, starting up from 
scratch can be a daunting prospect. 

There have been 82,887 start-ups so far 
this year in Britain and while this is an inspir¬ 
ing figure, without proper guidance over a 
third of these will fail before the year is out. 

This is due to a combination of reasons, 
but a common theme is many of these 
businesses do not have a mentor to help 
guide them through the crucial first year. 

If you were planning an expedition to 
the Arctic, where hidden dangers could 
jeopardise progress and the climate might 
change at a moment’s notice, would you 
travel without a map, without researching 
the terrain or consulting an experienced 
guide? It is very unlikely. 

The path to business success is no less 
threatening and changeable. 


So it always surprises me that hundreds 
of first-time business owners start up each 
year without sufficient planning or profes¬ 
sional guidance. 

Mentoring really matters when it comes 
to business. I know this because as well as 
mentoring people, I have mentors that 
help guide me too. 

Common sense tells us business experi¬ 
ence is useful and if you lack expertise in 
any areas a business mentor can help you 
navigate your path to success. Essentially 
they will use their experience, perspective 
and contacts to help you to get to where you 
want to go faster and with greater focus. 

No matter how much entrepreneurial 
spirit you have, entrepreneurs can suffer 
from poor follow-through on good ideas, in¬ 
ability to maintain focus and fear of failure. 

Additionally, an entrepreneurs’ 
strengths can sometimes become weak¬ 
nesses since over-enthusiasm, over-confi¬ 
dence and over-optimism can sometimes 
get in the way of practicalities. A mentor 


will be able to see when this is happening. 

Before approaching a potential mentor 
you need to stop and ask yourself what you 
need a mentor for. 

Is it to help with restructuring decisions 
or the launch of a new product line? 

This will help you to decide what type of 
mentor is right for you, whether you need 
a troubleshooter for a short-term project or 
a long-term mentor to share their wisdom 
over a longer period of time. 

There is no magic formula for choosing 
a mentor and the majority of start-up en¬ 
trepreneurs would like to be mentored by 
the likes of James Caan, Sir Richard Bran¬ 
son or Deborah Meaden - however this is 
unlikely. 

There will be plenty of business people 
who may be prepared to offer guidance 
and support either paid or unpaid, perhaps 
you can work out a way that you can ex¬ 
change services. 

■ You can search for mentors at www. 
mentorsme.co.uk 



WISE WORDS: 

Bev James says,, 
there is no magic 
formula for 
choosing the right 
mentor, but they 
can put you on the 
path to making 
your business work 



A modern 
mix of contemporary 
and flexible workspace 
incorporating 

sustainable design 


THE BASE 

FOR BUSINESS 

■ ■■DARTFORD 


Facilities: 


www.thebasedartford.co.uk 01322 314700 
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SWANLEY BANQUETING 

Three superb venues for all your corporate needs 



Alexandra Suite The Woodlands The Olympic 

St Mary's Road, Hilda May Avenue, Beechenlea Lane, 

Swanley, Kent BR8 7BU Swanley, Kent BR8 7BT Swanley, Kent BR8 8DR 


• Min/Max capacity: 2/270 
• Flexible meeting and banqueting rooms 
• Ideally located at junction 3 (M25) Junction 1 (M20) 

• Excellent transport links to London and the South East 
• Free car parking • Free internet access 
• Personal service tailored to meet your needs 
• Exceptional value • Hotel accommodation nearby 
• Corporate functions and Christmas events 


Telephone: 01322 613900 Email: swanleybanqueting@swanley.org.uk 
Website: www.swanley.org.uk 
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Kent Invicta 
Chamber 

The County's Premier 
Business Support Network 

Kent Invicta Chamber is the ultimate business 
support network in Kent. The Chamber provides 
Membership services, Business Advice, International 
Trade services and much more. 

Covering an area of Kent that includes, Ashford, 
Dartford, Canterbury, Medway, Maidstone, Sevenoaks, 
Sittingbourne, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells, 
the Chamber is perfectly placed to promote, support 
and facilitate business across the County. 


WHY HAVE OVER 1100 KENT BUSINESSES JOINED 
KENT INVICTA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE? 

We offer your business: 


Networking & 
Promotion 


International 

Trade 

Cost Reduction 


Training & 
Development 

Business 

Support 


Meeting and 
Conferencing 
facilities 


Over 160 networking events per year - including Over 
60 FREE 

Opportunities to show case your products and services 

at our B2B Exhibitions 

Free advertising in Chamber publications 

Free database of over 1100 Kent companies to promote 

your business 

Discounted Export documentation service 
Advice and Guidance in seeking new markets 

A range of discount products and services designed to 
reduce your overheads and increase your bottom line 

Workshops, Seminars and Training Courses designed to 
keep you up to date, ahead of the game and better 
placed to drive your business forward 

Business Advisory sessions to talk through your business 
proposals, aspirations and concerns in a private and 
confidential environment 

Small board rooms through to large conference rooms 

Accommodating meeting ranging from 2 to 120 

delegates 

Ample free parking 

Attractive discounts 


Representation ® A voice to champion your business concerns at all levels 




M 


Join the largest Chamber 
in the County for less than the 
price of a daily cup of coffee. 


From only 


53 


p per day 


Our members enjoy over 30 FREE or 
money-saving professional support services 
to help them grow their business. 

The Ultimate Business Network 

Join today! 

Contact your local Membership Representative: 

North Kent Louisa Felsted louisa@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 

Maidstone & West Kent Colin Davies colin@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
Ashford & Canterbury Sezen Zeki sezen@kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
Or visit www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 


■P 


KENT INVICTA / 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


British 
Chambers of 
Commerce 
Accredited 


Head Office: 1233 503838 Ashford Business Point, Waterbrook Avenue, Sevington, Ashford TN24 OLH 
Maidstone Office: 01622 695544 The Gate House, Archbishop's Palace, Mill Street, Maidstone ME15 6YE Gravesend Office: 01474 550026 The Old Town Hall, High Street, Gravesend DA11 OAZ 


www.kentinvictachamber.co.uk 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise (*%) Email us at classified@kosmedia.co.uk 


Telephone us on 01303 817150 (jky Fax us on 01303 817001 


GARDENING 


LOFT SERVICES 


LOCAL 
AERIAL MM 
FOR 

MID KENT 

Digital Freeview TV 
jk Aerials 
Installations 


Installations 
Satellite & TV Aerial 
Maintenance 
Extra points for TVs 
& Satellite Systems 
Tuning service available 


K.O. 


DOMESTIC REPAIRS 

• Washing Machines 

• Tumble Dryers 

• Fridge Freeze rs _ 

• Dishwasher^®^ 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
7am-8pm 7 days 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

_ PARTS/LABOUR 

01634 309158 / 07958 065395 



L 


CANOPIES 


Carports 



Verandas 

Awnings 


www.cantorbocycanop4es.com 

Tol : 0800 954 5322 


Mr Dig-iCs 
Garden Service^ 

Complete maintenance 
achieved at realistic prices 


Makeovers • Mowing • Fencing • Repairs 


For a fast friendly and very 
reliable service call Peter 

Tel: 01634 574676 
Mobile: 07787 813512 

Find me in yellow pages 


GERNERAL SERVICES 


MS./ 


CALL PAUL: 
07586 854 866 
01322 807 425 

TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE WRITTEN 
QUOTATION. 


ALL TONES 

BUILDING & DECORATING 

EXTENSIONS/RENOVATIONS 
CARPENTRY/JOINERY 
PLASTERING/DECORATING 
KITCHEN/BATHROOM 
DESIGN & INSTALL 
GARDEN LANDSCAPING 


ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
NO JOB TOO SMALT. 
FRIENDLY, RELIABLE 
& FULLY INSURED 

www.alltonesbuildinganddecorating.co.uk 

www.alltoneshandyman.co.uk 


HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 

Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01 795 522733 or 
01474 730037 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 



BUILDING SERVICES 


ELECTRICS 


GERNERAL SERVICES 


PLUMBING 


E 


First Rate Service, Quality Products H [\/[g«%|>» • fyf F | I 

"FENCING yoljr specifications ^ I Part P Registered 


9 


An independent builder's merchant 
providing a wide range of materials 
and services including bag 
materials, paving, timber, 
decking and much more. 

B&K MASTERS & SON 
01795 842242 Over 60 yrs experience 

Woodgate Lane, Danaway, Nr. Borden, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 7QB Just off M2&A249 


Part P Registered 
From extra sockets to rewire 
Free estimates and advice 
No job too small 
25 years experience 
24 hour call-out 

Tel: 01634 684729 
Mob: 07917 366194 


www.mercerelectrical.co.uk 


AFFORDABLE 


WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered 1 


Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

U"fl ill 

T. 01560 483 966 '* l 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 


TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



► Service and installation 

► Replacement and repair 

► Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

► Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 *07912 940875 


BUILDING SERVICES 


ALL WORKS 

❖ all types of groundwork carried out 

❖ tarmac drives red/black 

❖ block paving ❖ patios 

❖ dropped kerbs 
❖ concrete drive paths 

❖ fencing, turfing & 
tree stump removal 

❖ footings excavated 

❖ brickwork undertaken 
❖ mini digger (gardens levelled) 

Please ring free for 
no obligation estimate 

Competitive Prices & OAP discounts 


KCC registered 


FURNITURE 


HANDYMAN 







Chunky Oak 
Large 
Sideboard 

^MC382 


DINING • BEDROOM • OCCASIONAL 
PICTURES • MIRRORS • CLOCKS 


HUGE SELECTION 

2000 SQ FT 

SHOWROOM 

Mon-Sat 9-5.30 Sunday 10-4 


Delivery & 
Furniture 


Chunky Oak 
Display 
Cabinet 

^^£428 



PINESTYLE email pinestyle1@aol.com 
21-23 Pickford Lane, Bexleyheath, DA7 4RD 
www.pinestyle-bexleyheath.co.uk 

020 8304 7400 

FREE parking on shop forecourt 



Loca/ i 
Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

ycall Clive: 07765 663322 y 


REMOVALS 


MM, 


wwm 


immm, 

No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



Danny Clarke 
The Flat Roofing 
Specialist 

• Free Estimates and advice 
• All Guttering and Fascia Work undertaken 

• Special Offer ~ 
GARAGE ROOFS only £500! 

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS 

01634 580103 / 
07508 776459 


ll 


/WNKSDJ; 


-—I 

Roofing Specialist 
Roof Cleaning 


I Professional Moss & Algae Removal Service. Give your old roof a 
1 new look with our cleaning services and our clear/coloured sealants. 

Roofing Repairs • Flat Roofs 
• Repointing • Lead work 
Chimney Maintenance & Restoration 
• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Free Estimates • Covering all of Kent 

j 01622 861241/01732 316216 

info@kent-roofing.com www.kent-roofing.com ^ 
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First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 


■ Seat Leon impresses 
the crowds in Geneva 

■ Sleek and versatile 
Civic Tourer promised 

■ Latest Octavia hits 
the shops for Skoda 



Drivin g drive24. 


Aveo takes 
on a classier 
style but it 
retains value 
price tag 

Powered by 

co.uk 


Ford springs early replacement 
as Kuga gets its SUV claws out 

ON THE 
PROWL: 

Ford's 
second- 
generation 
Kuga boasts a 
stylish interior 
continuing the 
carmarker's 
focus on 
providing 
a more 
upmarket 
drive and a 
statement of 
intent in the 
Lucrative 
SUV sector 



By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

FORD maintai n s its market-leading position in 
the UK largely thanks to selling more than 60 per 
cent of its cars to company and fleet operators. 

But it is making a big impact in the private 
sector through models like the S-Max MPV and 
Kuga SUV - rightly applauded for keen 
handling and often bought in upmarket trims 
such as Titanium. 

The potential to do even better with the Kuga, 
in particular, was clearly not lost on Ford, 
which has taken the unusual step of axing the 
old model two-three years ahead of schedule to 
produce a second-generation car measuring up 
better on cabin space, adding global appeal. 

Admittedly, the stretched replacement is not 
quite so good-looking - a factor inspiring healthy 
second-hand Kuga ‘Mark F demand - but this is 
more than offset by better all-round appeal. 

Significantly, 1,850 new Kugas were sold 
even before the car’s recent arrival in 
showrooms and 1,600 went to private buyers, 
who mostly specified flagship Titanium and 
Titanium X models. 

Ford reckons the new car could boost Kuga 
sales by at least 30 per cent more than its 
predecessor, helped by the addition this time of 
a cheaper and more frugal front-wheel-drive 
option as well as 4x4, commanding a modest 
£1,005 premium. 

Currently priced from £20,89 5, the new 
Kuga is as pleasing to drive as the old car, 
retaining an uncanny ability, despite its height, 
to keep its poise on cornering. But though it 
doesn’t lean like so many rivals, this does not 
come at the price of an over-firm suspension. 

The chance to take a 4x4 version off-road - 
on normal road tyres - also showed no little 
ability when conditions were slippery and 
rutted, though ground clearance was obviously 
not as generous as on a genuine off-roader. 

Styling, fit and finish inside is impeccable, 
adding weight to Ford’s upmarket aims, and the 
extra space in the cabin has created a far more 
versatile fold-flat rear seating - with genuine 
space for three - and load space that would do 
credit to an MPV. 

The dashboard layout is clear and, as ever with 
Ford, ergonomically sound, though I preferred the 
simplicity of the previous car and its bigger media 
screen - the new car’s is smaller and buried 
deeper into the dash, though this undoubtedly 
helps visibility in brighter conditions. 

Interior refinement is excellent, testament to 
thicker cabin glass and Ford’s work on noise 
insulation. 

The best-selling powertrain is a 2.0-litre TDCi 
diesel with 140PS (138bhp) or 163PS (161bhp) 
outputs, with Ford’s slick twin-clutch manual/ 
auto Powershift gearbox as a £1,500 option, but 
the quickest version (0-62mph in 9.7 seconds) is 
also lean and mean: a 150PS (148bhp) Ecoboost 
petrol alternative for front-wheel-drive models, 
offering an official combined fuel consumption of 
42.8mpg. 


DON’T LIKE 

... to see the old car dumped prematurely as 
it was one of the best small SUVs to drive and 
look at, but the new Kuga is a better all-rounder. 


NOT SURE 

... Ford is getting enough credit for the quality it 
is building into its cars, but some buyers can see 
it - and are trading up to high-spec versions. 


REALLY LIKE J J 

... how Ford has kicked on here, building on the 
old Kuga's many strengths. The new car will 
change minds and definitely recruit new buyers. 



Price: 

£20,875 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

VW Tiguan 
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OVER 1250 CARS IN GROUP STOCK 




GardIJ f 

protpct/ofi 

FREE GARDX* paint 
protection with every car 
purchased this weekend on 
production of this ad 


Finance available • Part-exchange welcome 


Audi 


Mercedes-Benz 


JAGUAR 


Lakeside Service Station, Sturry Road, 
Canterbury CT1 1DS Tel 01227 479338 


www.bigmotoringworld.co.uk 


*not in conjunction with any other offer 
Offers ends 24th March 
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WE’RE 


NOT BIG, WE’RE MASSIVE 

OVER 1250 CARS IN GROUP STOCK! 


ALFA ROMEO 

Brera Jtdm Sv Coupe, Black, Diesel, 66,154 miles.£9,450 

AUDI 

A3 Mpi S Line 5 Door Hatchback 1.6, Black, Petrol, 31,528 miles .£12,490 

A3 Tdi Se 3 Door Hatchback, Black, Diesel, 49,791 miles.£10,990 

A3 Tfsi S Line 3 Door Hatchback, Aluminium/Silver, Petrol, 62,289 miles.£10,250 

A3 Tfsi S Line 3 Door Hatchback 1.8, Grey, Petrol, 50,486 miles.£11,990 

A3 Tfsi Sport 5 Door Hatchback petrol, black, 66,349 miles.£10,490 

A4 T Fsi Quattro S Line Estate 2.0, Red, Petrol, 75,429 miles.£12,490 

A4 T Fsi S Line Convertible 2.0, Aluminium/Silver, Petrol, 45,731 miles .£9,990 

A4 Tdi Se 4 Door Saloon, Grey, Diesel, 29,845 miles.£13,500 

A4 Tdi Se 4 Door Saloon 2.7, Black, Diesel, 51,686 miles.£11,990 

A4 Tfsi S Line 4 Door 1.8, Black, Petrol, 24,838 miles.£15,499 

A4 Tfsi Se 4 Door Saloon 1.8, Blue, Petrol, 39,219 miles.£11,989 

A4 Tdi S Line Coupe 2.0 Grey, Diesel, 63293 miles.£17,500 

A5 Tfsi Sport Coupe, Black, Petrol, 69,384 miles.£14,496 

A5 tdi 143 se Hatchback 2.0, Grey, 57,803 miles.£17,990 

A6 Tdi Se Tdv Estate Aluminium/Silver Diesel, 35,983 miles.£10,950 

Q5 Tdi Quattro Se Dpt Estate 2.0, Red, Diesel, 92,273 miles.£17,940 

Tt Tfsi Convertible 2.0, White, Petrol, 85,641 miles.£11,968 

Tt Tfsi S Line Special Edition Coupe 2.0, Black, Petrol, 31,488 miles.£18,880 

BENTLEY 

Continental Gtc Convertible White, Petrol, 29,235 miles.£93,990 

Continental Supersports A Convertible 6.0, Green, Petrol, 8,129 miles.£125,000 

BMW 

1 Series 116D Es 3 Door Hatchback, Black, Diesel, 25,404 miles.£11,998 

1 Series 116D Es 3 Door Hatchback, Black, Diesel, 21,857 miles.£10,998 

1 Series 118D Es 3 Door Hatchback, Black, Diesel, 38,069 miles.£12,990 

1 Series 118D Es Convertible, Black, Diesel, 101,198 miles.£10,990 

1 Series 118D M Sport 3 Door Hatchback, Aluminium/Silver, Diesel, 61,216 miles £9,978 

1 Series 118D M Sport Con Convertible, Aluminium/Silver, Diesel, 71,918 miles..£12,998 

1 Series 118D Se Coupe, Black, Diesel, 42,519 miles.£12,998 

1 Series 118D Se CA Convertible Blue, Diesel, 54347 miles.£13,990 

1 Series 118D Se Con Convertible Red, Diesel, 60443 miles.£14,998 

1 Series 118D Sport 5 Door Hatchback Aluminium/Silve, Diesel, 61653 miles.£10,998 

1 Series 118D Sport Coupe Black, Diesel, 68550 miles.£10,998 

1 Series 118D Sport Coupe Blue, Diesel, 5615 miles .£15,998 

1 Series 118i Es A 5 Door Hatchback Black, Petrol, 21345 miles.£11,998 

1 Series 118i Se 5 Door Hatchback Black, Petrol, 60548 miles .£6,998 

1 Series 118i Sport Con Convertible Black, Petrol, 17856 miles .£12,995 

1 Series 120D M Sport Con Convertible Aluminium/Silver, Diesel, 18362 miles ....£18949 

1 Series 120i Se Convertible Aluminium/Silver, Petrol, 23052 miles .£14,480 

1 Series 125i M Sport Convertible Blue, Petrol, 25470 miles.£15,990 

3 Series Convertible Blue, Petrol, 63434 mites.£7,450 

3 Series 318D M Sport 4 Door Saloon Grey, Diesel, 47531 miles.£12,500 

3 Series 318D Se 4 Door Saloon Blue, Diesel, 64096 miles .£9,998 

3 Series 318i Es 4 Door Saloon Red, Petrol, 42164 miles .£8,998 

3 Series 318i M Sport A4 Door Black, Petrol, 39364 miles.£12,995 


3 Series 318i M Sport Business Estate Aluminium/Silver, Petrol, 45763 miles ....£14,989 


3 Series 318i M Sport Touring Estate Black, Petrol, 76848 miles.£9,998 

3 Series 318i Se 4 Door Saloon Aluminium/Silver, Petrol, 63020 miles .£9,989 

3 Series 318i Se 4 Door Saloon Black, Petrol, 10170 miles .£13,990 

3 Series 318i Se 4 Door Saloon Black, Petrol, 14595 miles .£11,998 

3 Series 318i Se Bus Edit A 4 Door Saloon Blue, Petrol, 21666 miles .£12,998 

3 Series 318i Sport Plus Edition 4 Door Saloon Blue, Petrol, 12047 miles .£15,998 

3 Series 318i Sport Plus Edition 4 Door Saloon Blue, Petrol, 7379 miles .£16,998 

3 Series 320D M Sp Bus Edition 4 Door Saloon Black, Diesel, 23406 miles .£16,998 

3 Series 320D M Sport Coupe Black, Diesel, 21252 miles .£20998 

3 Series 320D M Sport Estate Black, Diesel, 100000 miles.£8,450 

3 Series 320D M Sport H/line C Convertible Black, Diesel, 18337 miles .£17,998 

3 Series 3200 M Sport Touring Estate Black, Diesel, 37648 miles .£16,500 

3 Series 3200 M Sport Touring Estate Black, Diesel, 34933 miles .£16,490 

3 Series 320D Se Touring Estate Black, Diesel, 112469 miles .£6,499 

3 Series 320D Sport Plus Edition 4 Door Saloon Black, Diesel, 68244 miles.£14,998 

3 Series 320i M Sport 4 Door Saloon Black, Petrol, 31814 miles.£11,998 

3 Series 320i M Sport Coupe White, Petrol, 19133 miles .£15,798 

3 Series 320i M Sport Coupe Blue, Petrol, 23392 miles .£13,998 

3 Series 320i Se Convertible Blue, Petrol, 34918 miles .£18,500 

3 Series 320i Se Coupe Black, Petrol, 27152 miles.£12,989 

3 Series 320i Se Con Convertible Aluminium/Silver, Petrol, 30051 miles.£14,990 

3 Series 325D Se 4 Door Saloon White, Diesel, 44735 miles .£14,998 

3 Series 325D Se Highline Coupe Grey, Diesel, 43859 miles .£14,998 

3 Series 325D Se Highline C A Convertible Black, Diesel, 33051 miles.£17,998 

3 Series 325D Se Touring A Estate Red, Diesel, 72489 miles.£12,998 

3 Series 325i M Sport Con Convertible Black, Petrol, 22941 miles .£14,499 

3 Series 325i M Sport Highline Coupe Black, Petrol, 36878 miles.£16,998 

3 Series 325i Se 4 Door Saloon Black, Petrol, 155069 miles .£5,995 

3 Series 325i Se 4 Door Saloon Blue, Petrol, 42838 miles.£10,998 

3 Series 325i Se A 4 Door Saloon Blue, Petrol, 21256 miles .£15,498 

3 Series 325i Se A Coupe Blue, Petrol, 15358 miles .£15,998 

3 Series 3300 M Sport 4 Door Saloon White, Diesel, 61935 miles.£15,990 

3 Series 3300 Se Coupe Blue, Diesel, 38169 miles.£16,998 

3 Series 330 Con S. Con Convertible White, Diesel, 44255 miles .£18,489 

3 Series 3301 M Sp Highline C Convertible Blue, Petrol, 41200 miles .£16,998 

3 Series 3301 M Sport A Coupe Aluminium/Silver, Petrol, 42768 miles .£14,998 

3 Series 3350 Se A 4 Door Saloon Blue, Diesel, 60996 miles.£15,998 

5 Series 5200 M Sport A 4 Door Saloon Grey, Diesel, 40349 miles .£21,998 

5 Series 520D Se 4 Door Saloon Black, Diesel, 58999 miles .£17,998 

5 Series 525D M Sport 4 Door Saloon Black, Diesel, 56802 miles .£16,900 

5 Series 5281 Se 4 Door Saloon Blue, Petrol, 64472 miles .£18,998 

5 Series 5300 M Sport A 4 Door Saloon Black, Diesel, 49001 miles.£16,998 

5 Series 5300 Se Touring A Estate White, Diesel, 62219 miles.£22,998 

6 Series 6350 Sport Convertible Black, Diesel, 47363 miles.£26,990 

6 Series 6350 Sport Convertible Grey, Diesel, 54032 miles .£25,998 

6 Series 6350 Sport C A Convertible Red, Diesel, 19435 miles .£29,998 

7 Series 730D M Sport 4 Door Saloon Grey, Diesel 35608 miles .£21,998 

7 Series 7300 Se 4 Door Saloon Grey Diesel 13654 miles.£25,998 

7 Series 740D M Sport 4 Door Saloon 3.0 Aluminium/Silver Diesel 13424 miles ..£30,998 

X3 Xdrive200 Se Edition Excius Estate 2.0 Grey Diesel 61102 miles .£12,990 

X5 Xdrive300 M Sport Estate 3.0 Black Diesel 26547 miles.£30,998 


X5 Xdrive30D Se Estate 3.0 Aluminium/Silver Diesel 36664 miles.£28,998 

X5 Xdrive35D M Sport Estate 3.0 Grey Diesel 54583 miles .£29,998 

X6 Xdrive35D Coupe 3.0 Black Diesel 24429 miles .£30,990 

Z Series Z4 Sdrive23l Roadster Convertible 2.5 Blue Petrol 40931 miles .£18,500 

Z Series Z4 Si Sport Coupe Coupe Blue Petrol 37212 miles .£11,950 

JAGUAR 

XF Saloon 2.7, Red, Diesel, 74,429 miles .£13,789 

Xf Luxury V6 4 Door Saloon, Aluminiun/Silver, Diesel, 48,917 miles .£15,449 

Xf V6 Luxury 4 Door Saloon, Black, Diesel, 54,580 miles .£16,989 

Xf V6 S Portfolio 4 Door Saloon, Black, Diesel, 67,248 miles .£20,990 

LEXUS 

LS 250 Sr 5 Door Saloon Aluminium/Silver Petrol, 23,593 miles .£9,950 

MERCEDES 


C-Class Cl80 K Blueefficiency 4 Door Saloon, Aluminium/Silver,, Petrol, 37,858 miles £11,989 
C-Class C220 Cdi Blueefficient 4 Door Saloon, Black, Diesel, 12,874 miles .£18,449 

Clc-Class Clcl 80 Kompressor Se Coupe, Aluminium/Silver,, Petrol,, 71,689 miles. .£8,990 
Clc-Class Clc180 Kompressor Sp Coupe, Aluminium/Silver,, Petrol,, 45,364 miles£1 1,749 


Clc-Class Clc180 Kompressor Sp Coupe, Blue,, Petrol, 29,776 miles .£10,990 

Clc-Class Clc220 Cdi Se Coupe, Black, Diesel, 67,376 miles .£10,250 

Clc-Class Clc220 Cdi Sport Coupe, Aluminium/Silver, Diesel, 31,755 miles .£12,498 


E-Class E220 Cdi Bluefficient 4 Door Saloon, Aluminium/Silver, Diesel, 77,961 miles ..£14,989 
E-Class E250 Cdi Blueefficient 4 Door Saloon, Aluminium/Silver, 36,747 miles. ...£19,490 
E-Class E250 Cdi Blueefficient 4 Door Saloon, Aluminium/Silver, Diesel, 61,964 miles £17,999 


E-Class E250 Cdi Blueefficient Convertible 2.2, White, Diesel, 15,552 miles .£29,899 

MINI 

Mini Cooper D 3 Door Hatchback, White, Diesel, 85,384 miles .£7,789 

Mini CooperS Con Convertible 1.6, Black, Petrol, 69,210 miles .£9,990 

PORSCHE 

Boxster 24V Convertible, Blue, Petrol, 39,000 miles .£14,950 

VOLKSWAGEN 

Beetle Luna 8V Convertible 1.6, Blue, Petrol, 30,269 miles .£7,998 

Golf Gt Tdi 5 Door Hatchback 2.0, Red, Diesel, 83,965 miles .£9,980 

Golf Gt Tsi 3 Door Hatchback, Grey, Petrol, 71,700 miles .£9,499 

Golf Gtd Tdi 5 Door Hatchback, Black, Diesel, 19,354 miles .£16,487 

Golf Gtd Tdi Dsg 5 Door Hatchback, Grey, Diesel, 22,651 miles .£19,650 

Golf S Tdi Bluemotion 5 door Hatchback, Black, Diesel, 31,171 miles .£12,440 

Golf SE Tdi 5 door Hatchback, Blue, Diesel, 43,078 miles .£10,450 

Golf SE Ddi Dsg 5 door Hatchback, Red, Diesel, 69,235 miles .£10,998 

Passat Cc Tdi Coupe, Black, Diesel, 71,661 miles .£10,450 

Passat R Line Tdi Dsg 4 Door Saloon, Black, Diesel, 87,080 miles .£7,750 

Passat Tdi Sport 4 Door Saloon, Blue, Diesel, 78,746 miles .£7,398 

Polo Se Tdi 3 Door Hatchback, White, Diesel, 67,370 miles .£7,990 

Scirocco Gt Dsg Coupe, Black, Petrol, 34,257 miles .£14,500 

Touareg V6 Se Tdi Bluemotion T Estate, Grey, Diesel, 48,621 miles .£26,990 


• Lakeside Service Station, Sturry Road, Canterbury CT1 IDS TEL 01227 479338 


www.bigmotoringworld.co.uk 
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WHO SAYS 
YOU CANT 
MANUFACTURE 

A STAR 


030 TWIN MR 

SUPERSTAR AS STANDARD 


£500 Fiat Deposit Contribution with Low-cost Fiat i-Deal 



FIAT 500 TWINAIR LOUNGE with FIAT i-Deal 


On the road price from 

£12760 

Opt Fin Payment (inc £285 fee) 

£5336 

Deposit contribution 

£500 

Tot amount payable by cust 

£13030 

Customer deposit 

£1250 

Rate of interest fixed 

1.97% 

Amount of credit 

£11010 

Representative APR 

3.10% 

36 monthly payments 

£179 

Annual mileage 6000. Excess miles charge 

6p per mile. Duration of contract 37 months. 


J G Burgess & Company 

Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB Tel 01795 423815 



Opening times:0800 - 1800 Mon-Fri, 8.30 - 1600 Sat. closed sun & public holidays 


Terms and conditions apply. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offer may be varied 
at any time. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment subject to the 
vehicle being in good condition & not exceeding an agreed annual mileage (6000 in the above example). Offer subject to 
status. A guarantee or indemnity may be required. Fiat Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough SL1 ORW. We work with a 
number of creditors to provide credit to our customers including FGA Capital. Offer valid for registrations by 31/03/2013. 

www.burgessfiat.co.uk 



Now there are over 
170,000 used vehicles 
listed on drive24. 



Drive24 has thousands of cars locally and hundreds of thousands 
nationally, so if you are looking for the best local deal or for something 
further afield you can find whatever you are looking for on drive24. 


For the best choice of local cars 

drive24.co.uk 

*from 173,018 cars on drive24.co.uk on 18/1/13 



Higher servicing standards. Lower servicing costs. 

All 911 (Type 996*) and Boxster (Type 986) drivers benefit from fixed price servicing from 
Porsche at £265 (incl. VAT) for a minor service and £395 (incl. VAT) for a major service. 

Porsche-trained Technicians guarantee workmanship, genuine parts, the latest diagnostic 
equipment and, crucially, your complete peace of mind that your Porsche is in the hands 
of the genuine experts. For further information visit www.porschefixedpriceservice.co.uk 

Having your Porsche serviced by us means you also get a complimentary courtesy car" 
as well as a collection and delivery option.** Why take your Porsche anywhere else? 

Contact Porsche Centre Tonbridge to book your service. 

‘Excluding Turbo/GT2/GT3/GT3 RS models. “Subject to availability. 



Porsche Centre Tonbridge 

Brook Farm, Five Oak Green Road 
Tonbridge TN11 OQN 
Tel: 01732 590 158 
info@porschetonbridge.co.uk 
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Visit carsforkent.co.uk 



Chevy bargain also has style 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

CHEVROLET’S second-generation Aveo supermini 
is far more pedigree than its mongrel predecessor. 

That car was a ‘bitsa’ - bits of this, bits of that 
- created from the former Daewoo Kalos, after 
gaining the Chevy two-part grille and a rather 
less weird name. 

It was cheap but easily outclassed. Its successor 
remains affordable (from £10,535) and Korean- 
built, too, but is far more comfortable and nicer to 
drive, with a spread of decent powertrains. 

It also looks sharp at the lower end of its sec¬ 
tor, where style usually comes a distant second 
to cheap running costs, so the fact that the five- 
door Aveo appears to be a rakish three-door - 
helped by concealed rear door-handles - is an 
unexpected bonus. 

Striking twin-pod chromed headlights also 
give it more on-road presence than most rivals, 
with the fully-glazed units that are the norm. 

The car’s interior has its own flair, with a 
motorcycle-inspired cluster of dials and gauges 
and two jet-intake-style air vents on the dash¬ 
board, plus many clever storage points, includ¬ 
ing two gloveboxes. 

The driver gets a fully-adjustable steering 
wheel to help towards a comfortable driving 
position - you won’t worry about covering lots 
of miles in this supermini. 

A long wheelbase helps deliver a good ride and 
allows an airy cabin, with exceptional rear head 
and legroom... and width - you can seat three in 
the back without too much of a squeeze. 

There’s also a deep boot that expands into a 
big and practical cargo area with one or all three 
rear seats folded. 

However, as you might expect of a value 
champion, the plastics used inside are tough 
rather than classy; preferable, though, to the 
sometimes shiny and easily-scratched materials 
on the previous Kalos/Aveo. 

Typically, Chevrolet’s low asking prices don’t 



FACT FILE 


Driving appeal: ★★★★ 


Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: ★★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Ford Fiesta 

Kent dealers: 
Perrys 

Dover 

FG Barnes 

Maidstone 

Whitmores 

ChisLehurst 

01304 249383 

08433160885 

0208 3020911 


NEW LOOK: 

Chevrolet’s 
Aveo sticks 
out in a sector 
that focuses 
more on 
economy than 
style - but 
this supermini 
ticks both 
those boxes 


short-change on features, either: even LS-entry 
trim comes with air-con, cruise-control, electric 
and heated door mirrors, electric front windows 
and six airbags - contributing to a maximum 
five-star EuroNCAP safety rating. 

Mid-spec LT trim (from £11,535) gets you 
into alloys, steering-wheel audio controls and 
more, while flagship LTZ (from £12,73 5) is quite 
luxurious, and all come with Chevrolet’s five- 
year/100,000-mile warranty. 

On top of all this, though, the Aveo is a decent 
drive, which doesn’t harm the brand’s aim to 
target younger buyers who demand both value 
and fun. 

The car’s all-new chassis feels taut on the 
road, yet not at the expense of ride quality, and 
cabin noise is low for this class. 

All engines are new and economical: the 
85bhp 1.2-litre entry-level petrol model is the 
best-seller but feels slightly underpowered: keen 
drivers will prefer the 99bhp 1.4-litre (from 
£12,735) petrol tested here. 


The stand-out engine, though, is the low- 
emission 1.3-litre diesel, available with 74bhp 
and 94bhp outputs and five- or six-speed box. 
It’s smooth, refined and economical (from 
£12,585) and even available as an LT Ecodiesel 
model (£13,035), with an official combined fuel 
consumption of 78.4 against 74.3mpg for the 
standard equivalent. 

It’s a close call on value - it’s pricier and both 
manual diesel versions have low-enough C02 
emissions to escape road tax. 

There is also a six-speed auto option for the 
1.4 petrol model, but the changes are jerky and I 
can’t recommend it. 

Nevertheless, along with the robust rather 
than lavish cabin materials, it is one of the few 
things for which this bold and stylish Chevrolet 
supermini can be criticised. 

And that speaks highly for the model’s 
competitiveness in the biggest and toughest UK 
motor sector at a time when buyers are looking 
to downsize and economise. 


First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 





Racy Leon to 
hit the streets 

SEAT wowed the Geneva Motor 
Show with a first - a three-door 
variant of its new third- 
generation Leon hatchback. 

The Leon SC, which retains 
the same boot capacity as its 
five-door sister while gaining 
rakish coupe Looks, arrives 
later this year when it is 
joined by another first from the 
VW-owned Spanish marque - 
a Leon estate or ST model. 



Expansion of 
Civic’s duties 

HONDA has confirmed that 
its newly-unveiled Civic Tourer 
(estate) concept will underpin 
a production model and be 
joined by a Type R performance 
flagship for the range. 

Drawing on the existing 
hatchback design, Launched in 
2011, the Tourer will be a sleek 
yet more versatile option for 
Civic-buyers, not seen since 
the Aerodeck model produced 
several Civic generations ago. 



Octavia load- 
lugger is due 

SKODA has confirmed prices 
from £16,790 for the bigger and 
more Luxurious new-generation 
Octavia Estate due soon. 

Commanding a reasonable 
£800 premium over equivalent 
hatchback Octavias arriving in 
showrooms now, the newcomer 
should appeal to business 
users as well as private buyers 
due to low running costs and 
benefit-in-kind taxes. 

Two petrol- and two diesel- 
engine options are offered. 
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OUR MARCH PART EXCHANGES HAVE ARRIVED 


09 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.6i 16v 
Club MPV 5dr, 

Blue 

41,000 Miles 


Vauxhall Ex Demonstrator Selection 


Only 



10 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SRi 3dr 
Hatchback 

Silver Lake 

16,500 Miles . S ./ A 



60 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 1.8i 16v WT 
Energy MPV 5dr 



61 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SE 5dr 




£ 10,995 


C0SRA ACTIVE 1.2 5dr, Sovereign Silver.£9,995 

CORSA LTD 1.2 3dr, Black Sapphire.£11,495 

CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 3dr, Glacier White.£10,495 

CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 3dr, Technical Grey.£10,495 

CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 5dr, Technical Grey.£10,995 

CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 5dr, Oriental Blue.£10,995 

CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 5dr, Silver Lake.£10,995 

CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 5dr, Waterworld.£10,995 

NEW ASTRA GTC TBO 1.4 3dr, Silver Lake.£14,995 

MOKKA SE 1.6 5dr, Boracay Blue.£18,995 

AGILA SE AUTO 1.2 5dr, Steel Silver.£11,495 

AGILA SE 1.2 5dr, Steel Silver.£9,995 

AGILA SE AUTO 1.2 5dr, Steel Silver.£11,495 

INSIGNIA CDTi EXCLUSIV 2.0 5dr, Technical Grey.£15,995 

ZAFIRA EXCITE 1.8 5dr, Star Silver.£14,495 

ZAFIRA TOURER TBO SRi 1.4 5dr, Carbon Flash.£16,995 

Vauxhall Ex Demonstrator Commercials_+VAT 

12 12 COMBO SPORTIVE CDTi 1.3D 5dr, Polar White.£10,695 

12 12 COMBO SPORTIVE CDTi 1.6 5dr, Magnetic Silver.£11,495 

12 62 VIVARO SPORTIVE 2.0 5dr, Star Silver.£14,995 

Corsa Selection_Only 


CORSA DESIGN 1.4 5dr, Star Silver. 

CORSA BREEZE PLUS SEMI-AUTO 1.2 5dr, Black Sapphire.. 

ENERGY 1.2 3dr, Flame Red. 

CORSA SRi 1.4 3dr, Silver Lake. 

CORSA EXCITE 1.2 3dr, Pepper Dust. 

CORSA EXCITE 1.2 3dr, Lime Green. 

CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 3dr, Black Sapphire. 

CORSA ACTIVE A/C 1.2 5dr, Waterworld Blue. 

CORSA VXR1.6 3dr, Arden Blue. 

CORSA EXCLUSIV CDTi 1.3 5dr, Flame Red. 

CORSA S 1.0 3dr, Flame Red. 


Agila Selection 


11 61 AGILA SE 1.2 5dr, Blaze Red.. 

Astra Selection 


07 07 ASTRA SRi X PACK 1.8 5dr, Black Sapphire.. 
08 58 ASTRA SXi 1.6 5dr, Black Sapphire. 


11 61 ASTRA SE 1.6 5dr, Silver Lake. 

.£10,995 

11 61 ASTRA GTC TBO 1.6 3dr, White. 

.£14,995 

12 62 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.4 5dr, Waterworld. 

.£12,995 

Meriva Selection 

Only 

06 06 MERIVA ACTIVE 1.4 5dr, Black Sapphire. 

08 08 MERIVA DESIGN 1.6 5dr, Black Sapphire. 

09 09 MERIVA CLUB 1.6 5dr, Air Blue. 

.£3,995 

.£4,995 

.£5,995 

Insignia Selection 

Only 

09 09 INSIGNIA SRi CDTi 2.0 4dr, Technical Grey. 

09 59 INSIGNIA SRi TBO 2.0 4dr, Black Sapphire. 

.£10,995 

.£9,995 

Zafira Selection 

Only 

09 09 ZAFIRA BREEZE + 1.8 5dr, Metro Blue. 

.£8,495 

10 60 ZAFIRA ACTIVE 1.8 5dr, Waterworld. 

11 61 ZAFIRA EXCITE 1.8 5dr, Silver. 

DUE SOON 

.£9,995 

.£9,995 

Only 


04 54 RENAULT SCENIC DIESEL 1.9 5dr, Gold. 

05 56 ASTRA SXi SPORTS HATCH 1.4 3dr, Peacock.. 


61 Reg Vauxhall Agila 1.2i 16vSE 
(A/C) ecoFLEX Hatchback 5dr 



....£5,495 

....£5,995 

....£7,495 

....£8,495 

....£8,695 

....£8,995 

....£8,995 

....£9,995 

..£14,495 

....£9,995 

....£7,995 

Only 


11 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2i 16v 
(85PS) Excite Hatchback 3dr 


..£5,495 

..£5,995 



09 Reg Vauxhall Insignia SRi 2.0 
TBO 4dr 


10 60 AGILA DESIGN 1.2 5dr, Moroccan Blue.£6,995 

10 10 CORSA ENERGY 1.2 3dr, White.£6,995 

06 56 ASTRA ESTATE DESIGN CDTi 1.7 5dr, Star Silver.£5,495 

07 57 ASTRA DESIGN AUTO 1.8 5dr, Ultra Blue.£4,995 

10 10 ASTRA EXCLUSIV CDTi 1.7 5dr, Waterworld.£9,995 

10 60 ASTRA SE TBO 1.4 5dr, Star Silver.£10,495 

10 60 ZAFIRA ENERGY 1.6 5dr, Black Sapphire.£8,995 

COMMERCIALS_+VAT 

12 12 COMBO SPORTIVE 1.3 5dr, Black Sapphire.£9,995 

12 12 ASTRAVAN CDTi SPORTIVE 1.7 D3dr, Star Silver.£10,995 

12 12 MOVANO L3 H2 CDTi 2.3 5dr, White.£16,995 

11 61 VIVARO SWB SPORTIVE CDTi 2.0 5dr, Star Silver.£12,995 

12 12 VIVARO SPORTIVE LWB 2.0 5dr, Star Silver.£13,995 

Other Makes Used Selection _Only 

05 05 HYUNDAI ACCENT 1.6 5dr, Blue .£1,999 

06 06 MERCEDES-BENZ CLK 200 2dr, Blue.£9,995 

06 06 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 5dr, Yellow.£3,995 

04 04 KANGOO AUTHENTIC WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 1.2 5dr, Red.£3,995 

05 05 RENAULT SCENIC EXPRESSION 1.6 5dr, Silver.£3,000 

08 08 TOYOTA AVENSIS 1.8 4dr, Grey.£5,495 

04 54 CORSA ENERGY 1.2 5dr, Ultra Blue.£2,995 

05 05 CORSA BREEZE 1.2 5dr, Flame Red.£2,995 

05 05 ASTRA SXi 1.6 5dr, Flame Red.£4,495 

07 07 ASTRA SPORT TWINTOP 1.8 2dr, Panacotta.£4,995 

05 55 TIGRA SPORT 1.8 2dr, Star Silver.£4,495 

03 03 VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.4 5dr, Silver.£3,250 

07 07 VOLKSWAGEN POLO AUTO SE 1.4 5dr, Blue.£5,625 

DUE SOON Only 


..£3,995 

..£4,995 
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for full stock list! 



ALWAYS SOMETHING E 


London Road. Bapchild. 
Sittmgboume. Kent ME9 9AQ 

Tel: 01795 476 222 

wwwpomphreys.co.uk 



*Terms and conditions apply. 



VAUXHALL 


Scan with your 
Smartphone to view 
all our used car stock 
with pictures and full 
specifications. 
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Telesales Executive 

Ashford 
Competitive Salary 


To find out more : 
www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 

or email: 

employment@archant.co.uk 


ARCHANT 


, Inspiring 
Contmiihi 



Looking for staff? 

Make sure your recruitment 
advertisement is on 


jobs24.co.uk 

* ONLINE • IN-PAPER . ON MOBILE 


Contact the teams today 

01303 017056 

appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 


jfl A ' 

Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

"An outstanding school" 

(Ofsted July 2010 & October 2012) 

We are currently looking for.... 

TEACHING ASSISTANT 

to join and enhance our large and 
expanding, high calibre team. 

Medway Scale, Grade D2 
£15.039-£19.126 pro-rata 

+ SEN Allowance (£1.177) 

Are you committed, motivated and 
enthusiastic? Can you make a difference? 

If so, share your talents and expertise with us. 

Abbey Court is located on 2 sites; Rainham 
(Nursery and Primary) and Strood (Secondary 
and Further Education), and caters for pupils 
aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties. 
Working hours are 32.5 p/w (8.45am - 3.45pm), 
term time only. Comprehensive training and 
induction will be provided. 

Only those with childcare experience, or 
relevant childcare qualifications should apply. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of 
the pupils at Abbey Court School, continuity 
and consistency of support is paramount and 
therefore candidates for all positions will need 
to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young 
people, and expects all staff and volunteers to 
share this commitment. Any offer of 
appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure. 

For an application pack, 
please write to / telephone 
(stating the role for which 
you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, 
Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent. ME2 3SP 
(01634 338236) 

Please note CVs will not be accepted. 
Closing date: 22.3.13 


spencer 


The Spencer Private Hospital is the independently owned and managed 22 bed private 
hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital site. 

We also have a 4 bed unit at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

Staff Nurses (Margate) 

Full and part-time positions available 
Closing date for applications - 29 March 2013 
To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 

Qualifications 

Registered Nurse 1st Level 
Evidence of continual professional development 
Teaching and Assessing Course or equivalent (desirable) 

To discuss these opportunities or to arrange an informal visit, please contact 

Sue Jones - 01843 234555 Ext: 62207 


For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Edwards, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, 

The Spencer Private Hospital, 2nd Floor, Atina House, 
Bench Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1JH 
Telephone: 01304 245951 
Fax: 01304 207320 




E-mail: jo.edwards@spencerhospitals.com 

The Spencer Private Hospital is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check 


✓ r 


spencer 


The Spencer Private Hospital is an independently owned and 
managed private hospital. We have a 4 bed unit at the William Harvey Hospital 
in Ashford and a 22 bed unit situated on the QEQM Hospital site. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies 
for the following staff: 

Physiotherapy Manager 

Circa £45,000 - depending on experience 
Full Time 

To manage our Physiotherapy Department and maintain clinical skills with 
our in-patient and out-patient activity, primarily at Margate but across both sites. 
Post graduate, (BSc Physiotherapy) and previous management experience preferred 

Physiotherapist 

Full Time 

To manage own caseload across both sites. In-patient and out-patient service delivery 
will be required as will occasional weekend work. 

Bsc Physiotherapy or equivalent and post grad experience required 


Closing date for both applications - 29 March 2013 

To discuss these opportunities or to arrange an informal visit, please contact 

Mary Guarnieri, Matron - 01843 234252 


For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Edwards 

East Kent Medical Services Ltd 
The Spencer Private Hospital 
2nd Floor, Atina House, Bench Street, Dover 
Kent CT161JH 

Telephone: 01304 245951 Fax: 01304 207320 Yr 


E-mail: jo.edwards@spencerhospitals.com 
The Spencer Private Hospital is an equal opportunity employer 
This position is subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check 


© FORT PITT 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL f* 1 J 
Fort Pitt Hill, Chatham, — 
Kent ME4 6TJ 
Tel: 01634 842359 
Fax: 01634 817386 

e-mail: office@fortpitt.medway.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs Carol A Winn, 

B.Ed (Hons) MA, NPQH 

Teacher of Food Technology 

Are you a well-qualified, inspirational 
teacher, passionate about your subject, 
who would relish working with able 
students? If so, then we would 
welcome you into our successful team. 
We are a fully staffed Art, Design and 
Technology department with a range of 
experience and expertise, offering a 
supportive and creative environment. 

From September 2013 we are looking for a 
well-qualified and enthusiastic Food Technologist to 
work with Key Stage 3 and 4 classes. The ability to 
offer an additional subject is essential. As Food 
Technology is a developing subject the successful 
candidate should be able to offer 'A' level in the 
future. A job share opportunity might be available 
for suitable candidates. 

The successful applicant will make use of 
innovative learning and teaching strategies which 
will challenge and extend our able students in this 
selective girls' school. We were assessed as 
'Outstanding' by Ofsted in 2009 and we aim to 
maintain that status by employing teachers who 
deliver lessons which are at least good. 

Applications from experienced and newly qualified 
colleagues are welcome. Full support and a tailored 
C.PD. 'package' are available. Private healthcare is 
offered. Application forms and further details may 
be found in the 'Vacancies' section of the Fort Pitt 
website (www.fortpitt.medway.sch.uk). 
Interested candidates who are prepared to make a 
full contribution to the Fort Pitt community are 
encouraged to visit the school or speak with the 
Head of our Art, Design and Technology 
department about this new post. 

Closing date for applications: 

3.00p.m. on Friday, 22nd March. 

Fort Pitt Grammar School, part of the Fort Pitt 
Academy Trust, is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. 


Bricklayers, Price Gangs 
& Site Foreperson 

Required 

For long run of work within Tonbridge 
& Central London. 

Good rates! 

Phone: 01621810573 

Or apply on line 

www.brickwork-contractors.com 


Man and Van required to work 
Saturdays weekly, for distribution 
round.Two vacancies available. 
For more information please contact 

07808 741993 
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THE NEW SCHOOL AT WEST HEATH SEVENOAKS 

"Rebuilding lives through education' 1 
Principal & Chief Executive: Mrs Christina Wells (BA Hons.) 

The New School at West Heath is a Specialist Independent residential School catering for a diverse range of 
needs for boys and girls age 10-19, many of whom have emotional and social communication difficulties. 
We are based in Sevenoaks in Kent. 

We are a great team, and together with our therapeutic and academic approach we are able to achieve great 
things for our students. As a team we share a real desire to set a new, even higher standard of care in 
education and you can help us achieve this goal. The School has approval status from the DfCS and has an 
excellent rapport with both parents and the Local Authorities. 

Please see our website for Ofsted and Investors in People reports 
We are looking to appoint enthusiastic, flexible and innovative Full Time Teachers 
We offer Teacher rates of pay (Fringe) and SEN allowance 
• FACULTY LEADER of MATHS - LI to L6 • FACULTY LEADER OF ENGLISH - LI to L6 
• CATERING TEACHER - Ml to M6 + SEN 
All posts are from September 2013 
The successful candidates will have the following: 

• excellent specialist subject knowledge and skills and experience of teaching 

• develop an innovative and creative learning environment 

• have the ability work effectively within a team 

• teach across ability range in KS3 & KS4 

• the commitment to pursue opportunities for CPD 

Application form, Job Descriptions and for further details about our school please visit our website on 
www.westheathschool.com or contact Lynne McGrath on lynne.mcgrath@westheathschool.com or tel 01732 460 553 
Please come along to The New School on Wednesday 20th March 
between 6 pm & 7 pm for an informal meeting and tour of our School 
Closing date for applications 22nd March 2013 
The successful applicants will be subject to an Enhanced CRB check. 

The New School at West Heath is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people 
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 



Romney Marsh 
Day Centre 

Charity No 1093388 

Manager Required 

37.5 Hours per week 
Monday - Friday 

some degree of flexibility will be required 

Salary £30,000 (neg) 

Depending On Qualifications Sr Experience 
The Romney Marsh Day Centre is a local 
independent charity working to make later life 
an enjoyable and fulfilling experience for older 
people in the area. 

We are looking for an individual who is able 
to provide leadership and vision to the 
organisation, its trustees, staff and volunteers. 
You will advise and guide our trustees and 
implement their decisions, whilst managing 
the organisation and its resources, to ensure we 
deliver high quality services. 

In addition, you will raise our profile and 
address the issues affecting older people in 
order to influence policy-making and respond 
to need in the area. 

To be successful, you will demonstrate 
experience of leading an organisation and 
project managing development, possess the 
ability to generate sustainable income streams 
and demonstrate knowledge and awareness of 
social policy issues affecting older people. 

Due to the nature of the role an Enhanced CRB 
check is required. 

Closing date: Friday 5th April 2013. 
Interview commencing 
Monday 29th April 2013. 

For an application pack, please 
contact jane Caryl on 01797 363888, 
email: jane.caryl@rmdc.co.uk or 
visit our website www.rmdc.co.uk 
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Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) 
Town and Country Planning 
(Local Planning) (England) 


Regulations 2012 - Regulation 18 


Tunbridge Wells Borough Site Allocations Development 
Plan Document Consultation Draft 


Notice of public participation on the Consultation Draft 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council is currently preparing the 
following Development Plan Document as part of its Local 
Development Framework: 

• Site Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) - to 

provide site allocations for Tunbridge Wells Borough. The 
Site Allocations DPD allocates sites for development and 
those which should be protected from development. The 
DPD aims to meet the general requirements set out in the 
adopted Core Strategy for the period to 2026. 

• Sustainability Appraisal - to qualitatively assess the 
development proposals in the DPD against 15 sustainability 
objectives. 

Public consultation commences on Monday 18 March 2013 
and runs for 10 weeks until Friday 24 May 2013. The Borough 
Council will host a series of exhibitions at various locations 
around the Borough during April. The dates and venues for 
these are as follows: 


Date 

Monday 15 April 

Venue 

Royal Victoria Place, 

Royal Tunbridge Wells* 

Times 

10am to 4pm 

Tuesday 16 April 

Wesley Centre, Commercial 
Road, Paddock Wood 

4pm to 8pm 

Wednesday 

17 April 

British Legion, Unity Hall, 

High Street, Hawkhurst 

4pm to 8pm 

Thursday 18 April 

The Ark, Gallard's Almshouses, 
London Road, Southborough 

4pm to 8pm 

Thursday 18 April 

United Reformed Church Hall, 
Hawkenbury, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells 

3pm to 8pm 

Friday 19 April 

Vestry Hall, The Old Fire 

Station, Stone Street, 

Cranbrook 

2.30pm 
to 8pm 

Saturday 20 April 

Royal Victoria Place, 

Royal Tunbridge Wells* 

10am to 4pm 


* please check our website nearer to the date for details of the 
precise location in Royal Victoria Place 


The consultation will consist of consultation documents and 
response forms, which can be viewed and downloaded, along 
with the supporting documentation, at 

www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/allocations, or you can respond 
directly online at http://consult.tunbridgewells.gov.uk. The 

documents can also be viewed at the following locations for 
those without access to a computer: 

• Tunbridge Wells Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, TNI 2AB. The Gateway is open from 9am- 
5pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday; 9am- 
6.30pm on Thursdays; and 9am-1,30pm on Saturdays 

• Weald Information Centre, The Old Fire Station, 

Cranbrook, Kent TNI 7 3HF, open from 8.30am-5pm 
(Monday to Friday) 

• Ail libraries in the Tunbridge Wells Borough area. Please 
check with the particular library for opening times 

Representations can be returned as follows: 

1) Online at http://consult.tunbridgewells.gov.uk 

2) By e-mail to planning.policy@tunbridgewells.gov.uk (using 
the editable response form) 

3) By post to Planning Policy, Planning Services, Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 
1RS (using a printed response form) 

4) By fax to 01892 554076 (using a printed response form) 
Representations must be made in writing (including 
electronically) and be received by midnight on Friday 24 May 
at the addresses specified in (1) to (4) above. All 
representations made in the above ways will be taken into 
account in the preparation of the Site Allocations DPD. For 
more information, please go to 
www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/allocations. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH 
COUNCIL 

LICENSING OF HACKNEY CARRIAGES 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED ISSUE OF ONE 
(1) NEW HACKNEY CARRIAGE 
VEHICLE LICENCE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council invites requests for an 
application from any person wishing to apply for the 
wheel chair accessible Hackney Carriage Vehicle 
Licence (HC95) that has been returned to the 
Council. 

Application forms can be obtained from the 
Licensing Department, Town Hall, Tunbridge Wells 
TNI IRS Tel No. 01892 554034 
ALL COMPLETED APPLICATIONS SHOULD 
BE RECEIVED BY THE LICENSING 
DEPARTMENT, TOWN HALL,TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS, TNI IRS BY NO LATER THAN 4: 30pm 
ON FRIDAY 3RD MAY 2013. NO LATE 
APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

Should there be any questions in relation to this, 
please telephone the Senior Licensing Officer on 
01892 554034 between 9.00am and 4.30pm. 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 


MA/11/1481/S - LAND SOUTH OF 1, BELL LANE, STAPLEHURST, KENT, TNI 2 OBA - Demolition of 
existing garage blocks and the erection of six two-bedroom elderly persons bungalows with associated 
parking and private amenity space, together with the alteration/improvement of the existing vehicular 
access from Bell Lane as shown on drawing nos. BL/01, K10/0176/001/B, K10/0176/014/A, 

K10/0176/015/A, design and access statement, extended phase 1 habitat survey and Great Crested 
Newt and Reptile Survey received 30/08/2011, drawing K10/0176/011 /B and transport statement 
received 10/10/2011 and drawing nos. K10/0176/12revH, K10/0176/013revC, arboricultural 
implications assessment and method statement and Great crested newt mitigation strategy received 
24/05/2012. Reason: 1,2,9 

MA/12/2202/S - THE HARROW INN, THE STREET, ULCOMBE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1 DP - An 
application for listed building consent for alterations to facilitate the conversion of existing A4 public 
house to C3 dwelling and A4 public house and the erection of two storey extension to provide ancillary 
staff accommodation. Reason: 3 

MA/13/0201/S - REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS DEATHS AND, ARCHBISHOP PALACE, MILL STREET, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6YE - Installation of wrought iron gates to central tower. Reason: 1,2 
MA/13/0274/N - BOXLEY CHURCH HALL, THE STREET, BOXLEY, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 3DX - 
Conversion of church hall to two dwellings. Reason: 2 

MA/13/0288/S - ELMSCROFT HOUSE, CHARLTON LANE, WEST FARLEIGH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 
ONY - Amended scheme to Listed Building Consent MA/12/1929 (An application for listed building 
consent for installation of a new biomass boiler room within an existing garage and workshop building. 
Replacement of existing asbestos roof with new roofing system with two new stainless steel flues 
projecting through the roof. Reworking of the basement boiler room within Elmscroft house. Installing a 
new underground district main between the new boiler room and the existing basement boiler room 
within the grade II listed main house. New radiator valves to central heating system and increased 
mineral quilt insulation to loft areas of main building) relating to change to flues to provide a single flue of 
greater height. Reason: 3 

MA/13/0289/S - ELMSCROFT HOUSE, CHARLTON LANE, WEST FARLEIGH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 
ONY - Amended scheme to planning permission MA/12/1928 (Replacement of asbestos roof to existing 
garage with new roofing system with two new stainless steel flues to serve new biomass boilers and 
associated works) relating to change to flues to provide a single flue of greater height. Reason: 1 
MA/13/0297/S - BALTIC WHARF, ST PETERS STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 OST - Detailed planning 
permission for the change of use of, and alterations and additions to, the existing Powerhub building to 
provide a mix of Class A1 (foodstore), A2 (professional and financial services), A3 (cafes and restaurants), 
B1 (employment) and D2 (assembly and leisure) uses; and outline permission, with all matters reserved 
except for access, for a new building for Class A1 (foodstore) use with associated car parking, and other 
operational development including provision of pedestrian and vehicular access and a new riverside 
walkway; together with demolition of Raglan House and other buildings and structures and demolition of 
parts of the Powerhub building. Reason: 1,6,7,9 

MA/13/0298/S - BALTIC WHARF, ST PETERS STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 OST - Listed Building 
Consent for demolition of parts of the Powerhub building and works to facilitate the refurbishment and re¬ 
use of the building including removal, reconstruction and reconfiguration of the north wing, removal of 
stairwell and lift shaft to the east elevation, removal of electrical switchgear building, removal of central 
south wing (lift shaft), internal reconfiguration including removal of walls, removal of fifth floor and lift 
tower, refurbishment of roof, repairs, refenestration, removal of floor sections, addition of circulation core, 
removal of infill panels to the east and south, demolition of Raglan House and other structures within the 
curtilage of the Powerhub building and associated works. Reason: 3 

MA/13/0304/N - CALDICOTTS, THE STREET, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 4EL - Erection of a 
single storey side extension, first floor infill side extension, insertion of 2 no. rooflights, 1 no. first floor 
window to existing flank wall and removal of existing garage door to be replaced with iron gates. 

Reason: 1,2 


MA/13/0307/N - 59, WEEK STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1QU - Installation of a new shop front. 

Reason: 1,2 


Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

7 - Application affects a Public Right of Way. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 
9am to 1 pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 31st March 2013, 
quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 17th March 2013 



Public Notice 




Canterbury City Council licensing of 
sex establishments. 

The Bing, 11, Dover Street, Canterbury CT1 3HD. 
We, Canongate Enterprises LLP of 84, High Street, 
Broadstairs, Kent CT101JJ, hereby give notice that we 
have applied to Canterbury City Council under the 
provisions of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1982 for a licence to use the premises 
referred to above as a sexual entertainment venue. 

A register of licensing applications can be inspected 
at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/licensing or at Council 
Offices, Military Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YW 
tel. 01227 862000 by appointment with the Business 
Support Team, between 10am and 4pm Monday to 
Friday. 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 



01303 


Any person wishing to submit representations to our 
application must give notice in writing to the address 
shown above; giving in general terms the grounds of 
objection by 07/04/2013 


817056 
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Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

13/00308/FUL 3 Clockhouse Mews Swaylands, Bidborough 

- Use of part of outbuilding as garage (retrospective) (LB) 

13/00471/FUL Hartlands Sophurst Lane, Brenchley 

- Change of use of land to driveway to link vehicular and pedestrian accesses (LB) 

13/00435/HOUSE Mockbeggar House Wilsley Green, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Wooden garden room (LB) (CA) 

13/00493/HOUSE Summerhill House 73 London Road, Culverden 

- Relocation of gate post. Install two wrought iron gates (LB) (CA) 

13/00496/LBC Summerhill House 73 London Road, Culverden 

- Listed Building Consent: Relocation of gate post. Install two wrought iron gates (LB) 

13/00492/HOUSE Gills Green Barn Wellington Road, Hawkhurst 

- Detached garage (LB) 

13/00448/LBC 2 Jerningham House 18 Mount Sion, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Listed Building Consent: Strengthening of second floor/first floor bathroom ceiling joists. 

Position of partition walls altered (not original structure). Ground floor beam and joists 
strengthened (LB) 

13/00489/FUL National Federation Of Meat & Food Traders 1 Belgrove, 

Pantiles & St Marks 

- Change of use and conversion of 1st and 2nd floor offices to form a residential unit (CA) 

13/00466/HOUSE Shandon Lodge Pembury Road, Park 

- Demolition of conservatory and replace with a single storey extension (CA) 

13/00226/LBC April Cottage Rye Road, Sandhurst 

- Listed Building Consent - Internal alterations comprising: Removal of fibreboard cladding to 

internal walls and replacement with plasterboard skimmed with gypsum plaster; Reinstatement of 
roof light to rear of property using Conservation roof light; Replacement of painted softwood 
ladder style staircase from ground to first floor with oak staircase; Removal of blockwork cupboard 
to top of bread oven and repair to centre of the dome of the oven using original bricks (LB) 
13/00330/OUTMJ 1 - 66 Kemble Close 1-66 Silwood Close Lakeside 

14 - 100 Greggs Wood Road, Sherwood 

- Minor Material Amendment in relation to TW/12/00201 - Hybrid planning application for the 
demolition of 176 x 2 bed flats across 16 residential blocks including 3 x retail units and 
associated flats above and construction of up to 257 residential units for phases 1,2, 3 and 4. 
Part Detailed: Phase 1 comprising of demolition of 66 dwellings at 1-66 Kemble Close and 
erection of 63 residential units, consisting of affordable rent, shared ownership and private sale 
units, with associated parking and landscaping. Part Outline: Phase 2, 3 and 4 including the 
demolition of 1-66 Silwood Close, 14-100 Greggs Wood Road (even property numbers only) 
including 3 x retail units and associated flats above and erection of up to 194 residential units 
(including up to 45 homes for older people) approximately 300 sq.m of retail floor space, 
allocated parking, landscaping, means of access, with matters relating to layout, scale, 
appearance and landscaping to be reserved - the addition of a roof dormer to provide easily 
accessible circulation space to the top floor of the apartments (MAJOR) 

13/00488/FU LM J The Pines Sherwood Park, Sherwood 

- Demolition of existing day centre and 4 No. four-bedroom supported-living bungalows (Class 
C2); Construction of purpose-built supported-living care facility comprising single building 
containing 16 No. one-bedroom supported-living units, communal facilities and staff facilities 
(Class C2) (MAJOR) (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning Services, 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 
Dated: 16 March 2013 
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Planning applications 

CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//12/02263/FUL: St George’s Street, Canterbury Additional days to St George’s Street market in November, December and January 2013 
and 2014 for Christmas season trading. Applicant: Canterbury City Council Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00130/FUL: 14 Saddleton Road, Whitstable, CT5 4JD Erection of garden shed. Applicant: Ms H English Reason: Conservation Area. 
CA//13/00286/FUL: 104 Spenser Road, Herne Bay, CT6 6AR Proposed extension to detached garage and change of use to form annexe. 
Applicant: Mr M Cusden Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00289/FUL: Land at Little Hall Farm, St Stephen’s Hill, Hackington Change of use and development of a crematorium with associated 
parking, access and landscaping including memorial gardens for the scattering of ashes. Applicant: Mercia Crematoria Developments Ltd 
Reason: Major and conservation area. 

CA//13/00373/FUL: Christmas Tree Cottage, 22 Bekesbourne Lane, Littlebourne, CT3 1UY Single-storey ground floor extension. 

Applicant: Mr Jonathan Berry Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00383/FUL: 23 Joy Lane, Whitstable, CT5 4LT Replacement uPVC conservatory and alterations to rear balcony door. 

Applicant: Professor and Mrs Beaton Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00384/FUL: 24 South Canterbury Road, Canterbury, CT1 3LJ Loft conversion incorporating dormer and Juliet balcony. 

Applicant: Mr and Mrs T Dobrashian Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00385/LB: 49 High Street, Canterbury, CT1 2SE New signage. Applicant: Lloyds Banking Group Reason: Setting of listed building in 
conservation area. 

CA//13/00395/ADV: 49 High Street, Canterbury, CT1 2SE 3 x sets of face illuminated built-up letters, 2 x internally illuminated projecting signs, 1 
x non-illuminated nameplate, 1 x reverse applied vinyl, 1 x non-illuminated letter box signage. Applicant: Lloyd’s Banking Group 
Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00400/FUL: 35 St Margaret’s Street, Canterbury, CT1 2TG Change of use to upper floors to form separate two bedroom apartment. 
Applicant: Incafield Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00407/ADV: Whitstable Tennis Club, West Beach, Whitstable, CT5 1EH Erection of four windbreak advertisements on west boundary 
of site. Applicant: Canterbury City Council Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00408/FUL: Craddock House, Craddock Road, Canterbury, CT1 1YR Erection of temporary outbuilding. Applicant: Porchlight 

Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00412/FUL: 30 Nunnery Fields, Canterbury, CT1 3JT Single-storey rear extension; conversion of garage to habitable space; and tile 
hanging to first floor front and rear elevations. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Weston Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00417/ADV: 18 Whitefriars Street, Canterbury, CT1 2TD Installation of various illuminated and non-illuminated signage. 

Applicant: Lloyd’s Banking Group Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00421/FUL: 3 Argyle Road, Whitstable, CT5 1JS Erection of detached dwelling. (Revised scheme). Applicant: A E Ansley (Builders) Ltd 

Reason: Conservation area. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 
CT1 1YW ore-mailed to development.management@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 8 April 2013. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 15 March 2013 



Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part III of 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) applies. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 01 APRIL 2013 

SW/13/0175 & 

SW/13/0176: 

New single storey extension to the rear of the Annexe, all to match 
existing finishes - Boughton Church House, South Street, 
BOUGHTON; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/13/0182: 

Change of use from Use Class A1 (shops) to Use Class A2 
(Financial and Professional Services) - 82-84 High Street, 
SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 1 
SW/13/0203: 

Extension to time limit of approved SW/09/0118 for extension of 
Kent Science Park to accommodate up to 12,000m2 of Class B1 
business development including - (i) ancillary buildings; (ii) 
parking; (iii) landscaping; (iv) associated infrastructure; (v) 
detailed approval for new building of 2,852m2 to include (a) 
ancillary buildings; (b) parking; (c) landscaping; (d) extension to 
Shimmin Road; (e) extension to security fence with CCTY 
cameras and (f) associated infrastructure - Land off Shimmin 
Road/Bir Road, Kent Science Park, Broadoak Road, 
SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 3 
SW/13/0219 & 

SW/13/0227: 

Single storey rear extension, replacement windows, provision of 
door in place of window, internal alterations to ground floor - The 
Old Vicarage, Conyer Road, TEYNHAM; REASON 2 
SW/13/0233: 

Listed Building Consent for proposed removal of front staircase & 
associated partitions, replacement of one entrance door set to shop 
with automatic doors, and alterations to first floor layout to provide 
additional storage area - 12 Market Place, FAVERSHAM; 
REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/13/0236: 

Single storey side kitchen extension - Dreambark Cottage, Bexon 

Lane, BREDGAR; REASON 1 

SW/13/0239: 

Proposed new vehicular access - Hegdale Mushroom Farm, 
Ashford Road, Badlesmere; REASON 4 

Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 


Fo4k*stone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y13/0190/SH - South Cottage and Hunters Gate Old Road Elham 
Canterbury Kent - Felling of 10 trees situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y13/0147/SH# - Communications Mast E & P Engineering 
Services Learoyd Road Mountfield Industrial Estate New Romney 
- Erection of a replacement 15 metre high monopole together with 
additional equipment cabinets (telecommunications development 
56 day notification). 

Y13/0155/SH - Communications Mast adjoining Allotment 
Gardens Ashford Road Newington Kent - Replacement of 7 
existing antennae with 6 new antennae and 2 600mm diameter 
dishes, (telecommunications development). 

Y13/0169/SH+ - Briarwood 1 Blackhouse Hill Hythe Kent CT21 
5UL - Erection of a part 3/part 2 storey block with room in the roof 
comprising 2 apartments, 1 maisonette and 4 dwelling houses 
with associated parking facilities following demolition of existing 
building. 

Y13/0170/SH - Land rear 4 Risborough Way Folkestone Kent - 
Erection of a detached two storey dwelling with first floor set 
within roof space and dormer windows to west facing roof slope 
and provision of associated car parking space (resubmission of 
application Y12/0871/SH). 

Y13/0175/SH* - Eversley College & Eversley Lodge Coolinge 
Lane Folkestone Kent CT20 3QS - Change of use and conversion 
of boarding college/school (Class C2) building to form 23 
apartments, including alteration and extension of building, 
erection of associated detached two storey building to provide 
cycle storage with separate apartment above, erection of 17 two 
and three storey dwellings on part of college/school playing field 
with associated access, garages and parking, erection of single 
and two storey extensions to existing detached lodge building in 
connection with use as a dwelling, use of part of playing field to 
provide car parking and playing field areas for Sandgate Primary 
School and provision of parking and communal garden areas to 
apartments/dwellings (resubmission of application Y12/0838/SH). 
Y13/0141/SH+ - Telecommunications Mast Hythe Cricket and 
Squash Club Ladies Walk Hythe Kent - Installation of 6 
replacement antennas and 2 600 mm dish antennas following 
removal of existing dish, (telecommunications development). 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to 
planning@shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing 
within 21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition to 
the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 

Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 

Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions of 
the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF ASHFORD 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AE270, 
AE272, AE302, AE305, AE310. 

IN THE PARISH OF BRABOURNE 

PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AE270, AE272, AE302, AE305, AE310 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Footpaths AE270, AE272, AE302, AE305 and AE310 from 
the 31st March 2013. 

Public Right of Way AE270 will be closed from its 
junction with Public Footpath AE272 at NGR TRioi, 404 
and its junction with Public Footpath AE273 at NGR 
TR096, 404. 

Public Right of Way AE272 will be closed from its 
junction with Public Footpath AE270 at NGR TR101, 404 
and its junction with Public Footpath AE268 at NGR 
TR096, 408. 

Public Right of Way AE302 will be closed from its 
junction with Public Footpath AE301 at NGRTRio6, 409 
and its junction with Public Footpath AE305 at NGR 
TRios, 414. 

Public Right of Way AE305 will be closed from its 
junction with AE310 at NGR TRi03, 415 and its junction 
with Public Footpath AE301 at NGRTR109, 412. 

Public Right of Way AE310 will be closed from its 
junction with Public Footpath AE270 at NGRTR102, 404 
and its junction with Public Footpath AE302 at NGR 
TR103, 415. 

The paths will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the path will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The paths are to be closed because overhead power 
line refurbishment works are planned near them and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 


For detailed enquiries please contact Louise Adams 
on 0845 3450210. 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
CB163, CC23, CB165 AND CB166 
IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY AND 
THE PARISH OF FORDWICH 

PUBLIC FOOTPATHS CB163, CC23, CB165 AND CB166 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 

Footpaths CBi 63, CC23, CB165 and CBi66, from the 31st 

March 2013. 

Public Right of Way CC23 will be closed between its 
junction with Public Right of Way CB163 at NGR TR173 
592 and point NGRTR170 590. 

Public Right of Way CB163 will be closed between its 
junction with Public Right of Way CC23 at NGRTR173 592 
and point NGR TR175 593. 

Public Right of Way CB165 will be closed between its 
junction with Moat Lane and its junction with Public 
Footpath CB166 at NGRTR178 587. 

Public right of Way CB166 will be closed between its 
junction with CB165 at NGR TR178 587 and its junction 
with Moat Lane. 

The paths will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the paths will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The paths are to be closed because overhead power 
line refurbishment works are planned near them and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Louise Adams on 
0845 3450210 


PROW - IN THE BORORUGH OF 
TONBRIDGE AND MALLING 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY MR21 
IN THE PARISH OF BURHAM 
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY MR21) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 

Right of Way MR2i, between Rochester Road and 

Common Road from the 2nd April 2013. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before June 2013. 
The path is to be closed because works are planned on 
it and there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Michele Snoding 
on 0845 3450210 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF SHEPWAY 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
HE28, HE29 AND HE114 

IN THE PARISHES OF ELHAM AND STELLING MINNIS 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS HE28, HE29 AND HE114 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 

Footpaths HE28, HE29 and HE114 from the 31st March 

2013. 

Public Right of Way HE28 will be closed between Fryarne 
Park Road and Elham Park Road. 


270 metres into Park Wood. 

The paths will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the paths will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The paths are to be closed because overhead power 
line refurbishment works are planned near them and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 


For detailed enquiries please contact Edward Denne on 
0845 3450210 


PUBLIC FOOTPATHS HE151, HE152 

AND PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY HE36 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 

Footpaths HE151 and HE152 and Public Bridleway HE36, 

from the 31st March 2013. 

Public Right of Way HE151 will be closed between its 
junction with Stone Street and its junction with Public 
Footpath HE150 at NGR TRi27, 436. 

Public Right of Way HE152 will be closed between 
Stowting Hill and Brabourne Lane. 

Public Right of Way HE36 will be closed between its 
junction with Stone Street and its junction with Public 
Footpath HE150 at NGR TRi26, 433. 

The paths will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the paths will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The paths are to be closed because overhead power 
line refurbishment works are planned near them and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 




There is no alternative route. 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
HE151, HE152 AND PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY HE36 
IN THE PARISH OF STOWTING 


For detailed enquiries please contact Edward Denne on 
0845 3450210 


PROW - IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
CC36, CC42, CC35, CC34 AND CB330 
IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY AND PARISH OF 
BEKESBOURNE-WITH-PATRIXBOURNE 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS CC36, CC42, CC35. CC34 AND CB330 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 

Footpaths CC36, CC42, CC35, CC34 and CB330 from the 

31st March 2013. 

Public Right of Way CC36 will be closed from its junction 
with CC37, approximately 45 metres south east of 
Stodmarsh Rd to its junction with CB149 approximately 
90 metres north of Littlebourne Rd. 

Public Right of Way CC35 will be closed from its junction 
with Littlebourne Rd to its junction with CC32 at NGR 
TR178, 574 - 

Public Right of Way CC42 will be closed from its junction 
with CC43 at NGR TR178 567 to Dorset Rd. 

Public Right of Way CC34 will be closed from its junction 
with Public Footpath CC33 at NGR TR177 571 to its 
junction with CB330 at NGR TR181 571. 

Public Right of Way CB330 will be closed from its 
junction with Public Footpath CC34 at NGR TR181 571 to 
its junction with CB150A at NGR TRi84, 569. 

The paths will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the paths will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The paths are to be closed because overhead power 
line refurbishment works are planned near them and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There are no alternative routes. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Louise Adams 
on 0845 3450210. 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY CB279A 
IN THE PARISH OF BISHOPSBOURNE 
PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY CB279A 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Bridleway CB279A, at its junction with Public Footpath 
CB293 at NGR TR168 500 and its junction with Public 
Footpath CB294 at NGR TR167 500 from the 31st March 
2013. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the path will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The path is to be closed because overhead power line 
refurbishment works are planned near it and there is a 
likelihood of danger to users.There is no alternative 
route. 

V_ 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC BRIDLEWAYS 
CB351, CB352, CB353, CB309 AND 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH CB308 

IN THE PARISHES OF LOWER HARDRES AND BRIDGE 

PUBLIC BRIDLEWAYS CB351, CB352, CB309 

AND PUBLIC FOOTPATH CB308 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 

Bridleways CB351, CB352, CB353, CB309 and Public 

Footpath CB308 from the 31st March 2013. 

Public Right of Way CB351 will be closed between its 
junction with Public Footpath CB307 at NGR TR162, 537, 
and its junction with Public Bridleway CB309 at NGR 
TR162, 533. 

Public Right of Way CB352 will be closed at its junction 
with Public Footpath CB307 at NGRTR162, 537, in a 
Westerly direction for approximately 370 meters to point 
NGR TRi59, 535. 

Public Right of Way CB353 will be closed between its 
junction with Public Bridleway CB351 at NGR TR162, 533 
and its junction with Public Footpath CB288A at NGR 
TR158, 530. 

Public Right of Way CB309 will be closed between its 
junction with Public Bridleway CB351 at NGR TR162, 533 
and its junction with Public Footpath CB288A at NGR 
TR160, 529. 

Public Right of Way CB308 will be closed between its 
junction with Bridge Road and its junction with Public 
Bridleway CB351 at NGR TRi6i, 542. 

The paths will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the paths will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The paths are to be closed because overhead power 
line refurbishment works are planned near them and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There are no alternative routes. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Louise Adams on 
0845 3450210 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY CB381 
IN THE PARISH OF UPPER HARDRES 
PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY CB381 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Bridleway CB38 i, between Pett Bottom Road and 
Kingswood Street from the 31st March 2013. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the path will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The path is to be closed because overhead power line 
refurbishment works are planned near it and there is a 
likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Louise Adams on 
0845 3450210. 


Public Right of Way HE29 will be closed between its 
junction with Wheelbarrow Town and its junction with 
Elhampark Wood at NGR TR157 459. 

Public Right of Way HE114 will be closed between 
Wheelbarrow Town and Droveway. 

The paths will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the paths will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The paths are to be closed because overhead power 
line refurbishment works are planned near them and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Edward Denne on 
0845 3450210 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH HE34 
IN THE PARISHES OF ELMSTED & STELLING MINNIS 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH HE34 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Footpath HE34, between Stone Street and Sandy Lane 
from the 31st March 2013. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the path will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The path is to be closed because overhead power line 
refurbishment works are planned near it and there is a 
likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Edward Denne on 
0845 3450210 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS HE27 AND HE45 
IN THE PARISHES OF STELLING MINNIS AND LYMINGE 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS HE27 AND HE45 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Footpaths HE27 and HE45, from the 31st March 2013. 
Public Right of Way HE27 will be closed between South 
Lodge Road and Fryarne Park Road. 

Public Right of Way HE45 will be closed between High 
Minnis Road and point NGR TR150 451, approximately 


There are no alternative routes. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Louise Adams on 
0845 3450210 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF 
SHEPWAY AND BROUGH OF ASHFORD 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
AE/427/HE304, AE441/HE307, HE307/AE440 
IN THE PARISHES OF SMEETH AND SELLINDGE 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS AE/427/HE304, AE441/HE307, 
HE307/AE440 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Footpaths AE427/HE304, AE441/HE307, HE307/AE440 
from the 31st March 2013. 

Public Right of Way AE427 will be closed from its 
junction with HE304 at NGR TR097 397 to its junction 
with Public Footpath AE273 at NGRTR093 400. 

Public Right of Way HE304 will be closed from its 
junction with Southenay Lane to its junction with Public 
Footpath AE427 at NGR TR097 397. 

Public Right of Way HE307 will be closed from its 
junction with Stone Hill to its junction with Public 
Footpath AE441 at NGR TR089 391. 

Public Right of Way AE441 will be closed from its 
junction with Public Footpath HE307 at NGR TR089 391, 
to its junction with Lilyvale. 

Public Right of Way HE307 will be closed from its 
junction with Stone Hill to its junction with Public 
Footpath AE440 at NGR TR087 389. 

Public Right of Way AE440 will be closed from its 
junction with Public Footpath HE307 at NGR TR087 389 
and its junction with Hythe Road. 

The paths will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
However it is expected that the paths will be available 
when work schedules permit access. 

The paths are to be closed because overhead power 
line refurbishment works are planned near them and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Edward Denne on 
0845 3450210 

Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Public Rights of Way and Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8am-8pm) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 


Kent 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 
& VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


IN THE BOROUGH OF TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH WC21 (PART) GOUDHURST) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND 

STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2012 

On 28 February 2013 The Kent County Council 

confirmed the above Order under Section 119 of the 

Highways Act 1980. 

The effect of that Order as confirmed is to divert the 
entire width of that length of public footpath numbered 
WC21 which commences to the west of The Glade, Old 
Park Wood at NGRTQ 74680 38046 (Point A) and runs 
in a easterly direction for 192 metres to its connection 
with the unaffected length of public footpath WC21 - 33 
metres from its connection with the public footpath 
WC15 and the access track at NGRTQ 74867 38078 
(Point D), and will add a new length of public footpath 
numbered WC21 which commences to the west of The 
Glade, Old Park Wood at NGR TQ 74680 38046 (Point A) 
and runs in a north north easterly direction for 33 
metres, a north easterly direction for 100 metres to its 
connection with an access track and public footpath 
WC18 - which forms part of the diversion - at NGRTQ 
74757 38151 (Point B). The path then turns to run - 
along the access track - in a east south easterly 
direction for 63 metres to NGR TQ 74818 38134 (Point 
C), where the path leaves the access track. The path 
then turns to run in a south easterly direction for 3 
metres to NGRTQ 74820 38132 (Point X) where it 
crosses a sleeper bridge - over a drainage ditch - for a 
distance of 2 metres. The path then continues in a 
south easterly direction for 68 metres to its connection 
with the unaffected length of public footpath WC21 - 33 
metres from its connection with the public footpath 
WC15 and the access track at NGRTQ74867 38078 
(Point D). As shown on the Order Plan. 

Please see Part II of the Order for details relating to 
widths. 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Order Map 
have been placed and may be seen free of charge at 
the Offices of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, The 
Gateway, 8 Grovesnor Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent, TNi 2BA or at the Kent County Council, Public 
Rights of Way and Access, Invicta House, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 1XX. Copies of the Order and Map may 
be purchased there at the price of £5. 

The Order comes into force on 28 March 2013, but if 
a person aggrieved by the Order wants to question 
its validity, or that of any provision contained in it, on 
the ground that it is not within the powers of the 
Highways Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground 
that any requirement of the Act, as amended, or of 
any regulation made under the Act which has not 
been complied with in relation to the Order, he or 
she may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act 
as applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, 
within 6 weeks from the 17 March 2013, make an 
application to the High Court. 


Public Rights of Way and Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME14 lXX Dated: 17th March 2013 
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HIGHWAYS - MAIDSONE AREA 


(VARIOUS ROADS, BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE) 
(7.5 TONNE WEIGHT RESTRICTION) 

ORDER 2013 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

The Kent County Council, acting as the local 
traffic authority and in exercise of their powers 
under sections 1 and 2 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 (hereinafter called the Act), 
and of all other enabling powers and after 
consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the 
said Act of 1984, hereby make the following 
Order: 

7.5 Tonne Weight Restriction: 

OLD LOOSE HILL - for its entire length, from its 
northern junction with A229 Loose Road to its 
southern junction with that road. 

HIGH BANKS - from its junction with Old Loose 
Hill to its junction with Bus Bridge Road. 

BUS BRIDGE ROAD - from its junction with High 
Banks to its junction with Stockett Lane. 
STOCKETT LANE - from its junction with Bus 
Bridge Road to its junction with Straw Mill Hill. 
STRAW MILL HILL - from its junction with 
Stockett Lane to its junction with B2010 
Farleigh Hill. 

The general effect of the Weight Restriction 
Order would be to prohibit vehicles the 
maximum gross weight of which exceeds 7.5 
Tonnes from using that length of carriageway as 
detailed in the Schedule of the Notice, except 
for loading and unloading. 

Full details of the Order, together with the 
relevant plans and any Orders amended by the 
Order and a statement of reasons for making 
the Order may be examined on Mondays to 
Fridays at the Offices of Maidstone Borough 
Council offices, The Gateway, King Street, 
Maidstone, ME15 6JQ and at Kent County 
Council, Sessions House, Maidstone ME14 1XQ 
during normal opening times. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of 
the Order or any of the provisions contained 
therein on the grounds that it is not within the 
powers of the relevant enabling Act or that any 
requirement of any such enabling Act or of any 
regulations made thereunder have not been 
complied with may within 6 weeks from the 
date on which the Order was made make 
application to the High Court for this purpose. 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME14 1XQ Dated 17th March 2013 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways 
& Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 





HIGHWAYS - DARTFORD AREA 
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This document is available in alternative formats 
and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Public Rights of Way 
and Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8am-8pm) 
or visit 
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GORE ROAD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of the installation of an electric cable 
by Uk Power Networks,Kent County Council 
Intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Gore Road , on or after 1st April 2013 
for up to 7 days or until the works have been 
completed. 

The road will be closed outside number 52 Gore 
Road (side road). 

The alternative route is via Gore Road . 

John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME141XQ Dated 17th March 2013 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways 
& Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


ROMDEN ROAD, ROMDEN, SMARDEN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow safe access to telegraph poles to restore 
customer phone service, Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Romden 
Road, Smarden, on or after 2 April 2013 for up to 3 days, 
between 09:30 hours and 15:30 hours each day. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Buffalo Lane and Wissenden Lane. 

The alternative route is via Buffalo Lane, Bethersden 
Road, Cage Lane, The Street (note that there is a 7.5 T 
weight restriction, and this route is unsuitable for long 
vehicles), Pluckley Road, Dorking Lane and Romden 
Road. 


THE STREET, GODMERSHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of bridge repairs and maintenance, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on The Street, Godmersham, on or after 18 March 

2013 for up to 5 weeks, between 19:00 hours through 

until 06:00 hours each weekday night. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the railway 
bridge. 

The alternative route is via A28 Canterbury Road, 
Bramble Lane, Bridge Street, Churchfield Way, High 
Street and Olantigh Road. 


VARIOUS ROADS, CHARING, EGERTON & PLUCKLEY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on certain roads in Charing, Egerton and Pluckley, 
on or after 25 March 2013. 

The roads affected, dates of closure and alternative 
routes are as shown below. 

BOWL ROAD, CHARING will be closed between Charing 
Hill and Stalisfield Road from 25 - 28 March 2013 
inclusive 

The alternative route is via Hart Hill, Maidstone Road 81 
Charing Hill. 

ROCK HILL ROAD / THE STREET / STONEBRIDGE GREEN 
ROAD, EGERTON will be closed from Malthouse Farm to 
the junction with Iden Lane on 25 March 2013 
The alternative route is via Coach Road, Egerton House 
Road, Link Hill Lane 81 Crocken Hill Road. 

SURRENDEN ROAD, PLUCKLEY will be closed between 
the junctions with Swan Lane and Pluckley Road on 27 
81 28 March 2013 

The alternative route is via Swan Lane, Forge Hill, 

Station Road 81 Dowle Street Road 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


KINGS ROAD, HERNE BAY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway repairs and resurfacing, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Kings Road, Herne Bay, on or after 2 

April 2013 for up to 3 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

Kings Road will be closed between the junctions with 
Park Road and Canterbury Road, in 2 phases as shown 
below. 

PHASE 1 - between Park Road and Underdown Road 
The alternative routes are 

Eastboundv ia Richmond Street, High Street, B2205 

Canterbury Road and Kings Road 

Westbound via Underdown Road, New Street, B2205 

High Street, and Richmond Street 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of Underdown Road 

will be suspended between the junctions with King’s 

Road and Queens Gardens, to allow access. 

PHASE 2 - between William Street and B2205 

Canterbury Road 

The alternative routes are 

Eastboundvia Beach Street, B2205 High Street and 
Canterbury Road 

Westbound via B2205 Canterbury Road, High Street and 
William Street 

Various side roads will be closed at their junctions with 
Kings Road as the works progress, as signposted on 
site, with local diversions. 


V. 


B2205 TANKERTON ROAD, WHITSTABLE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway repairs and resurfacing, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on B2205 Tankerton Road, Whitstable, on or after 
18 March 2013, as shown below. 

TANKERTON ROAD, WHITSTABLE will be closed from the 
Tankerton Roundabout as far as Tower Hill. 

The road will be closed from Wednesday 18 March 
through until Thursday 28 March 2013 inclusive, but re¬ 
opened at the weekend from Friday evening until 
Monday morning. 

The alternative routes are 

Eastbound via Tower Hill, Marine Parade, St Anne’s 
Road. East 

l/l/esfbouncfvia St Anne’s Road and Northwood Road 
The side roads meeting Tankerton Road will be closed at 
their junctions with Tankerton Road, as signposted on 
site. 

TANKERTON ROUNDABOUT and all approach roads will 
also be closed from Wednesday 27 March for up to 2 
days, between 09:30 hours and 15:30 hours 
The alternative routes for traffic affected by this are 
Eastbound\i ia Tower Hill, Marine Parade and Graystone 
Road 

l/l/esfbouncfvia Pier Avenue and Northwood Road 
Traffic will be prevented from turning southbound into 
Northwood Road at the junction with Tankerton Road / 
Tower Parade 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


HILLSIDE ROAD, DOVER (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway resurfacing works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Hillside Road, Dover, on or after 23 March 2013 for 

up to 2 days between 08:00 hrs and 17:00 hrs. 

The alternative route is via Crabble Avenue, Crabble 
Road, A256 Crabble Hill, Buckland Avenue, Cherry Tree 
Avenue, London Road, Coombe Valley Road but note 13’ 
9” (4.2 M) height restriction, Primrose Road, St 
Radigund’s Road, Bunkers Hill Road. 


PARK AVENUE, DOVER (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow safe access to phone cables in the carriageway, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibiting northbound traffic on Park Avenue, Dover, 

on or after 2 April 2013 for up to 2 days, between 09:30 

hours and 15:30 hours each day. 

There will be no access from Maison Dieu Road or Park 
Street into Park Avenue. 

The alternative route is via Godwyne Road and Salisbury 
Road. 

Southbound traffic from Park Avenue will still be able to 
join Maison Dieu Road and Park Street. 


HIGHWAYS - GRAVESHAM AREA 


HENLEY STREET, GRAVESEND (PROHIBITION OF 
DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of BT works for the provision of a new 
telegraph pole for new customer connection, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Henley Street Gravesend, on or after 19th 
March 2013 for up to 2 days or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed from the junction of Batts Road 
for approximately soometers. 

There will be no access for through traffic at this 
location. 

The alternative route is via Gold Street, Sole Street, The 
Street Cobhambury Road and Luddesdown Road. 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


BULL LANE, STOCKBURY, MAIDSTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of drainage improvement works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Bull Lane, Stockbury, Maidstone, on or after 2 

April 2013 for up to 11 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed outside “Nettlestead”. 

The alternative route is via Cowstead Road, Lower 
Hartlip Road, Cradles Road, Hill Green Road, The Street. 


WEAVERING STREET, MAIDSTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of cabling and jointing works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Weavering Street, Maidstone, on or after 21 March 

2013 for up to 2 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed from Grovewood Drive to Grove 
Green Lane. 

The alternative route is via Provender Way, Grovewood 
Drive. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


FOUR ELMS ROAD, EDENBRIDGE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of resurfacing works, Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Four Elms 

Road, Edenbridge, on or after 24th March 2013 for up to 

1 day or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed at the junction of Five Fields 
Lane to the junction with Green Lane. There will be no 
access for through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via Green Lane, Ide Hill Road, 
Sundridge Road, Church Road, Main Road, Westerham 
Road, Brasted Road, Hosey Common Road, Spout Lane, 
Pootings Road, Beech Road, Five Fields Lane. 


POUNDSBRIDGE, PENSHURST 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow a new gas service to be installed , Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Poundsbridge, Penshurst, Sevenoaks, on or after 

18th March 2013 for up to 10 days or until the works 

have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside Poundsbridge Manor. 
There will be no access for through traffic at this 
location. 

The alternative route is via Poundsbridge Lane, 
Penshurst Road, Barden Road, Penhurst Road 
Speldhurst. 


A225 RIVERHILL, WEALD, SEVENOAKS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of crash barrier works, Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting through traffic on A225 

Riverhill, Weald, Sevenoaks, on or after 22nd March 

2013 for up to 4 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed from Riverhill House to Morleys 
roundabout. There will be no access for through traffic 
at this location. 

The alternative route is via: approaching from the south, 
north along the A21 Sevenoaks Bypass, east along A25 
Westerham Road, Chevening, A25 Worships Hill, 
Riverhead, south along A224 Amherst Hill Riverhead, 
A224 London Road, Sevenoaks, A224 Tubbs Hill 
Sevenoaks, A224 London Road, Sevenoaks, then South 
along A225 High Street, Sevenoaks and A225 Tonbridge 
Road, Sevenoaks. The diversion for traffic approaching 
from the north is the same but reversed. 


WHITE POST HILL FARNINGHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of resurfacing works, Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting through traffic on White Post 

Hill Farningham, Sevenoaks on or after 13th March 2013 

for up to 4 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed from A225 Eynsford Road to the 
end of the cul de sac. There will be no access for 
through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via A225 Eynsford Road, A20 
Main Road/Gorse Hill/London Road, Botsom Lane, 
Maplescombe Lane. 




HIGHWAYS - SHEPWAY AREA 


CHAPEL STREET, HYTHE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of junction improvement works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Chapel Street, Hythe, on or after 2 April 2013 

for up to 2 weeks or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed at the junction with Bank Street. 
The alternative route is via High Street, A259 Rampart 
Road, Prospect Road, Bank Street. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of Chapel Street 
will be suspended, to allow access up to the point of 
closure. 


PARK FARM ROAD, FOLKESTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway repairs and resurfacing, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Park Farm Road, Folkestone, on or after 18 

March 2013 for up to 6 nights, as shown below. 

Park Farm Road will be closed between Churchill Avenue 
and Park Farm Close (including the roundabout at the 
junction with Retail Park) 

18 - 23 March 2013 closed between 21:00 hours through 
until 05:00 hours each night (22:00 hours to 05:00 
hours at the Retail Park Roundabout 
The alternative route for all through traffic is via A259 
Churchill Avenue, A20 Cherry Garden Avenue, A259 
Radnor Park Road and A2034 Cheriton Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AREA 


BRENLEY LANE, BOUGHTON (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway micro-surfacing works, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Brenley Lane, Boughton, on or after Sunday 24 

March 2013 for up to 1 day, between 05:00 hours and 

19:00 hours. 

An additional closure required for 1 day, within 14 days 
from the completion of resurfacing, to allow for re¬ 
alignment of iron work in the carriageway. 

The road will be closed between M2 Brenley 
Roundabout and the junction with Clockhouse Lane. 
Diversion Routes: 

Southbound - A2/M2 Roundabout, A2 Canterbury Road, 
Stockers Hill, Nine Ash Lane, South Street and Brenley 
Lane 

Northbound - Brenley Lane, South Street, Nine Ash 
Lane, and A2 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


ADDINGTON ROAD & VICTORIA ROAD, MARGATE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway repairs and resurfacing, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Addington Road 81 Victoria Road, Margate, on 
or after 23 March 2013, as shown below. 

Please note that Addington Road and Victoria Road will 
not be closed at same time as each other 
ADDINGTON ROAD, MARGATE will be closed between 
Addington Street and Victoria Road 
Saturday 23 March 2013, between 07:00 hours and 
19:00 hours 

The alternative route is via Addington Street, Dane Road 
and Victoria Road 

VICTORIA ROAD, MARGATE will be closed between Dane 
Road and High Street 

Saturday 23 81 Sunday 24 March 2013, between 07:00 
hours and 19:00 hours 

The alternative route is via Dane Road, King Street, 
Hawley Street, Cecil Street, Churchfields and High 
Street. 

Additional 2-day closures will be required for both roads, 
within 14 days from completion of the surfacing, to allow 
for re-alignment of covers, which if during school times, 
will be restricted to 09:00 hours to 15:00 hours. 


Kent 
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Council 

kent.gov.uk 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways & Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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The dates of the additional closures will be notified 
locally and signposted on site. 

The One-way Traffic Orders will be suspended in respect 
of the following roads, to allow access 
ST JOHN’S ROAD - between St John’s Street and Victoria 
Road 

COWPER ROAD - between Arnold Road and Victoria Road 
CHURCH STREET - between Arnold Road and Victoria 
Road 

CHARLOTTE PLACE/CHARLOTTE SQUARE - between St 
John’s Street and Victoria Road 


CECILIA GROVE, BROADSTAIRS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow works for the construction of a central 

pedestrian island and additional pedestrian and 

junction improvements, Kent County Council intends to 

make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Cecilia 

Grove, Broadstairs, on or after 2 April 2013 for up to 2 

weeks, or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed for its entire length. 

The alternative route is via Grange Road and Beacon 
Road. 

Please note that these works were initially scheduled to 
have been carried out in February 2013. 


NORTHDOWN ROAD, MARGATE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway repairs and resurfacing, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Northdown Road, Margate, on or after 

4 April 2013 for up to 2 days, between 09:30 hours and 

15:30 hours each day. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Queen Elizabeth Avenue and Princess Margaret Avenue. 
The alternative route is via Queen Elizabeth Avenue, 
Northdown Park Road, Foreland Avenue, Northdown 
Road, Northumberland Avenue, Palm Bay Avenue, 
Princess Margaret Avenue, Eastchurch Road, 
Summerfield Road, Elmstone Gardens and Northdown 
Road. 


A299 ST NICHOLAS ROUNDABOUT, ST NICHOLAS AT WADE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway repairs and resurfacing, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on A299 St Nicholas Roundabout, St Nicholas at 

Wade, on or after 22 March 2013 for up to 2 nights 

between 21:00 hours through until 05:00 hours each 

night. 

The roundabout will be closed in 2 phases, as shown 
below. 

On 18 March 2013 the northern (coast-bound) half of 
the roundabout will be closed. 

This means there will be no coast-bound access from 
the A299 Thanet Way to A28 to Margate or A299 
towards Ramsgate 

The full alternative A299 coast-bound route is via A299 
Thanet Way, A291 Canterbury Road, Herne Bay Road, 
Sturry Hill, A28 Island Road, Staines Hill, Island Road, 
A253 Ramsgate Road, Canterbury Road, Monkton 
Roundabout, A299 Canterbury Road West, Hengist Way, 
Canterbury Road West, A256 Haine Road, New Haine 
Road, Margate Road, Ramsgate Road, College Road, 
Hartsdown Road, George V Avenue and A28 Canterbury 
Road. 

POTTEN STREET will be closed at the junction with the 
roundabout, with a local diversion in place. 

On 19 March 2013, the southern (Canterbury / London- 
bound) half of the roundabout will be closed. 

This means there will be no access from the A28 or 
A299 from Thanet towards Canterbury and London. 

The alternative route is via A28 Canterbury Road, B2052 
George V Avenue, Hartsdown Road, Tivoli Road, Beatrice 
Road, Ramsgate Road, Margate Road, Haine Road, New 
Haine Road, A299 Canterbury Road West, A253 Sarre, 
A28 Island Road, Sturry Hill, Herne Bay Road, A291 
Canterbury Road. 


THANET ROAD, BROADSTAIRS (PROHIBITION OF 

DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER MARCH 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to install street lighting, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Thanet Road, Broadstairs, on or after 18 March 2013 

for up to 1 day, between 08:00 hours and midday. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 

junctions with Albion Street and Prospect Road. 

The alternative route is via Albion Street, High Street, 
Prospect Place and Thanet Road. 

V 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE AREA 


MILL LANE, HILDENBOROUGH 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to access the overhead BT 

network for a new connection, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Mill Lane, Hildenborough, Tonbridge 81 Mailing, on or 

after 2 April 2013 for up to 2 days or until the works 

have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Underriver House Lane to 
Vines Lane. 

The alternative route is via Vines Lane, Riding Lane, 
Hildenborough Road, Underriver House Lane. 


THE HEATH, EAST MALLING (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of a new sewer connection, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on The Heath, East Mailing, Tonbridge & Mailing, on or 

after 18 March 2013 for up to 3 days or until the works 

have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Wateringbury Road to 
Hilltop Farm. 

The alternative route is via The Heath, Pikey Lane, 
Broadwater Road, Clare Lane, Mill Street, High Street, 
Chapel Street, Wateringbury Road. 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


COLDHARBOUR ROAD, BENENDEN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because it is necessary to access an underground 
structure for BT cabling works, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Coldharbour Road, Benenden, Tunbridge Wells, on or 
after 1 April 2013 for up to 3 days or until the works 
have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Babbs Lane to New Pond 
Road. 

The alternative route is via Babbs Lane, Mounts Hill, 
New Pond Road. 


FOXHOLE LANE, BRENCHLEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of overhead cabling works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Foxhole Lane, Brenchley, on or after 18 March 2013 

for up to 3 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The alternative route is via Chestnut Lane, B2160 
Maidstone Road, Bramble Reed Lane. 


LADHAM ROAD, GOUDHURST 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to cut back overhanging trees, 

Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Ladham Road, Goudhurst, Tunbridge 

Wells, on or after 18 March 2013 for up to 1 week or until 

the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside Ladham House. 

The alternative route is via Jarvis Lane, B2084 Chequers 
Road. 


LUCKS LANE, PADDOCK WOOD 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of track maintenance works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Lucks Lane, Paddock Wood, Tunbridge Wells, 

on or after 7 April 2013 for up to 1 night between 

oi.oohrs and 04.oohrs or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed at Swatlands Level Crossing. 
The alternative route is via B2160 Maidstone Road, 
Wagon Lane, Queen Street, Lucks Lane. 


VAUXHALL LANE, SOUTHBOROUGH, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary for BT to replace a telegraph 

pole, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 


prohibiting through traffic on Vauxhall Lane, 
Southborough, Tunbridge Wells, on or after 7 April 2013 
for up to 1 day or until the works have been completed. 
The road will be closed outside Honnington Farm. 

The alternative route is via A26 London Road/Quarry 
Hill Road, A2014 Pembury Road, Vauxhall Lane (A21 link 
road). 


HIGHWAYS - WEST KENT 


VARIOUS ROADS, WEST KENT 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow a programme of carriageway patching and 

surface treatment works to be carried out, Kent County 

Council has made an Order to restrict traffic on various 

roads in Kent, as shown below. 

The Order will become effective on or after 18th March 
2013 until the works have been completed. 

The planned dates and times for each road closure or 
restriction are shown below, in a Schedule listed in 
alphabetical order of District. 

Planned dates will be indicated by signage displayed on 
site 14 days in advance. Road closures and other 
restrictions will be in effect when the appropriate 
signage and barriers are in place. 

Each road indicated will need to be closed for 
prepatching and surfacing works (as per the schedule 
below). The roads in the schedule will need to be re- 
closed approximately 14 days after the original closure 
to carry out road sweeping, replacement of lines and to 
adjust manholes as required.(These dates will be 
advertised on information boards on each site, 14 days 
in advance of commencement). 

Every effort will be made to keep to the schedule shown 
below. Some minor modifications may be made to 
dates and duration of works, to be advised once known. 
Adverse weather conditions may prevent some works 
being carried out on the planned dates. Roads that are 
missed will be re-scheduled, as advised locally and 
signposted on site. 

SCHEDULE 

GRAVESHAM 

MEADOW ROAD, GRAVESEND - closed for its entire 
length from the junction with New House Lane. 

12th April 2013 for 1 day 

There is no alternative route as the road is a cul-de-sac. 
THE LARCHES, HIGHAM - closed for its entire length 
from the junction with Hermitage Road. 

24th April 2013 for 1 day 

There is no alternative route as the road is a cul-de-sac. 

HAVENGORE AVENUE, GRAVESEND - closed for its entire 
length from the junction with Lower Range Road. 

25th April 2013 for 1 day 

There is no alternative route as the road is a cul-de-sac. 

DARN LEY STREET, GRAVESEND - Closed between A227 
Wrotham Road and Darnley Road. 

26th April 2013 for 1 day 

Alternative route via A227 Wrotham Road, Stone Street, 
Clive Road and Darnley Road. 

MAIDSTONE 

ULCOMBE HILL/THE STREET, ULCOMBE - closed 

between Lenham Road and Lodge Gardens 

18th to 20th March 2013 and 3rd April to 7th April 2013 

Alternative route Lenham Road, Headcorn Road, 

Liverton Hill, Headcorn Road, Lenham Road, Eastwood 
Road, Pye Corner 

HOPE STREET - closed between Sandling Road and 
Alexandra Street, ALEXANDRA STREET- closed between 
Lower Boxley Road and Randall Street 
SCOTT STREET - closed between Hope Street and 
Randall Street 

25th March 2013 for 1 week and 22nd April 2013 for 1 
day 

Alternative route via Sandling Road, Staceys Street, 
Lower Boxley Road, Fisher Street, Randall Street 
STREETFIELD, ULCOMBE - closed between The Street 
and end of cul-de sac 

3rd April 2012 for 1 day 

WARREN STREET - closed between Payden Street and 
The Harrow Public House 

8th April 2013 for 1 day 

Alternative route is via Waterditch Lane, Coldharbour 
Lane, Bunce Court Road 


- \ 

HOSPITAL ROAD, HOLLINGBOURNE - closed between 
A20 Ashford Road and Greenway Court Road 
9th April 2013 for 1 day 

Alternative route via A20 Ashford Road, Eyhorne Street 
and Greenway Court Road 

THORNHILL PLACE, MAIDSTONE - Closed between Fisher 
Street and John Street 
19 April 2013 for 1 day 

Alternative route - North bound via Fisher Street, Peel 
Street and John Street. South bound via John Street, 

Hardy Street and Fisher Street. 

ASPIAN DRIVE, COXHEATH - Closed for its entire length 
from the junction with ParkWay. 

22 to 23 April 2013 for 1 day 

There is no alternative route as the road is a cul-de-sac. 

EGREMONT ROAD, BEARSTED - Cul-de-sac section to 
school closed for its entire length from the junction with 
Egremont Road. 

6 April 2013 for 1 day 

There is no alternative route as the road is a cul-de-sac. 

SEVENOAKS 

SCHOOL LANE, SEAL - closed whole length 

8th April 2013 for 1 day 

Alternative route via A25 Seal Road, A225 Otford 
Road/Sevenoaks Road, Station Road, Pilgrims Way and 
Childsbridge Lane 

TONBRIDGE & MALLING 

PLAXDALE GREEN ROAD & LABOUR IN VAIN ROAD, 

STANSTED - closed between A20 London Road and 
Parsons Lane 

2 April 2013 for 4 days and 18 April 2013 for 3 days 

Alternative route via A20 London Road, Ash Lane, 

Hatham Green Lane and Parsons Lane 

BRADBOURNE LANE, DITTON - Closed between A20 
London Road and St Peters Road 
6 April 2013 for 1 day 

Alternative route via A20 London Road, New Road and 
St Peters Road 

ROCHESTER ROAD, WOULDHAM - closed between 
Knowle Road and Scarborough House 
10th April 2013 for 1 day 

Alternative Route via Pilgrims Way, Burham Road, 

Borstal Street, Priestfields, B2097 Maidstone 
Road/Rochester Road, A229 Kits Coty slip road, 

Rochester Road, Pilgrims Way and Rochester Road 

A227 WESTERN ROAD, BOROUGH GREEN - closed 
between A25 Sevenoaks and High Street 
21st April 2013 for 1 day 

Alternative Route via A25 Sevenoaks and High Street 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

MEADOW ROAD, SOUTHBOROUGH - closed between 

A26 London Road and Prospect Road 

8th April 2013 for 1 week and 25 April 2013 for 2 days 

Alternative route A26 London Road, Springfield Road 
and Prospect Road 

FERNDALE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS- closed between 
Springhead to Hilbert Road 
16th April 2013 for 2 days 

Alternative route via Sandrock Road, Pembury Road and 
Sandhurst Road 

MOUNT PLEASANT, PADDOCK WOOD - closed between 
Maidstone Road and Cogate Road 
17th April 2013 for 2 days 

Alternative route via Maidstone Road and Allington 
Road and Maidstone Road, Ringden Avenue and Cogate 
Road 

OATFIELD DRIVE, CRANBROOK - closed for whole length 
19th April 2013 to 23rd April (excluding the weekend) 

Alternative route via A229 Angley Road, High Street and 
Carriers Road 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME141XQ Dated 17th March 2013 


Kent 

County 

Council 

kent.gov.uk 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways & Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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FOOTBALL 


Allen taking a game at 
a time in tight title race 

With the business end of the season drawing ever closer, Greg Miles 
takes a look at Gillingham’s tough run-in and how Martin Allen sees it 


GILLINGHAM’S fight for promotion and, fingers 
crossed, the title looks set to go right to the wire, 
with seven of their final eight games coming 
against sides still in the hunt for a play-off finish 
or battling relegation. 

Tuesday night’s clash against Rochdale is 
arguably the only game in which Gillingham’s 
opponents have neither a play-off spot to chase 
nor a place in the relegation zone to avoid. The 
seven fixtures that follow all involve sides in the 
mix at one end or the other. 

Gillingham boss Martin Allen is well aware of 
the pressures facing managers at the wrong end 
of the table, having seen Barnet to safety last year 
against the odds, and Notts County in 2010/11. 
He is taking it one game at a time. 

“Every one of them is going to be tough, every 
one is going to be a challenge, as every game has 
been since Bradford [the opening game of the 
season],” he said. “It’s no different, in my mind. 

“I don’t need to shout at our players like I had 
to do in those jobs. Now I think how nice it is to 
be sitting where I am, for a change. 

“We’ve seen over the past couple of months 
that the teams at the bottom are putting toget¬ 
her some really good runs and fighting for their 
lives. 

“Barnet put together a great run; Aldershot 
went unbeaten for a few games; and Bristol 
Rovers have put together a great run. All I can 
look at is the first game I have got ahead of us. 

“I can see how supporters and journalists do it 
[study the run-in], looking at ‘if we can beat 
them, we’ll do this’. Can you imagine if I did 
that? My brain would look like a box of chicken 
chow mein.” 

The Gills are edging ever closer to confirming 
their play-off place, as with just 24 points to play 
for there is considerable distance between them 
and eighth position. 

Tuesday night’s hard-fought goalless draw at 
Exeter saw them pass two more milestones in 
their impressive season, making it 11 consecu¬ 
tive away games unbeaten in the league and 
matching last season’s points tally of 70. 
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CHAMPIONS’ POINTS TALLY 1 

2011/12 

Swindon 93 points 

2010/11 

Chesterfield 86 points 

2009/10 

Notts County 93 points 

2008/09 

Brentford 85 points 

2007/08 

MK Dons 97 points 


That draw saw the Gills open up a six-point 
gap on stuttering rivals Port Vale, who had won 
just once in their last eight before their clash at 
York this weekend. Their defeat at Bristol Rovers 
on Tuesday saw them slip to third, behind form 
side Burton Albion. 

It is equally cramped at the bottom of the 
table, where three of Gillingham’s opponents - 
Accrington Stanley, Torquay United and AFC 


Wimbledon - are all loitering dangerously close 
to, or are in, the relegation zone, meaning they 
will not be be pushovers. 

Vale also have a tough run-in, playing strag¬ 
glers Aldershot, while they are up against top- 
seven hopefuls Cheltenham, Burton and North¬ 
ampton Town. It sets up the season finale to be 
one of the most hotly contested in recent years. 

A quick check shows that on average over the 
last five seasons the League Two champions 
have gone up with 91 points. That may be too 
high a total for the Gills, with their current 
points-per-game at 1.8 and a difficult run-in. 

The average for second place is 84 points and 
third 82 points, final positions that, given their 
domination this season, Gills fans might find 
disappointing should they finish there. 

• Gillingham are away to Morecambe on 
Saturday (kick-off 3pm). 


LAST EIGHT FIXTURES 


Rochdale v Gills 

Tuesday, March 19 

RochdaLe are sitting comfortably in mid-table 
but should not get complacent as there is an 
almighty scramble for safety not too far below 
them. 

Prediction: Play-offs out of reach, barring an 
incredible run. 


Gills v Accrington Stanley 

Saturday, March 23 

Stanley have signed veteran strikers Francis 
Jeffers and James Beattie to aid their fight for 
survival, but goal difference will count against 
them. 

Prediction: ReLegation. 

Fleetwood Town v Gills 

Saturday, March 30 

The League Two new boys are primed for a 
late promotion charge and could sneak into the 
play-offs... or higher. 

Prediction: Play-offs. 

Gills v Rotherham 

Monday, April 1 

Steve Evans's big spenders are in a scrap for an 
automatic promotion place but could fall short. 

Prediction: Play-offs. 


Gills v Torquay United 

Saturday, April 6 

The Gulls are in a perilous position, having 
hovered around the drop zone all season, but 
goal difference should save them. 

Prediction: Safe. 


Cheltenham Town v Gills 

Saturday, April 13 

The Robins tasted play-off final pain last year 
- that and their quality will see them into the 
final automatic spot. 

Prediction: 3rd. 


Gills v AFC Wimbledon 

Saturday, April 20 

The Dons have got plenty of fight Left in them, 
having edged away from danger this week, and 
could be safe if they build on wins. 

Prediction: Safe. 


Burton Albion v Gills 

Saturday, April 27 

The Brewers have lost just three times this 
year, which has propeLled them into the 
automatic spots, but they could burn out. 

Prediction: Play-offs. 


BOXING 

DeGale eyes next chapter after Glow 


JAMES DeGale is hoping that 2013 
can be a springboard for his career- 
starting at Glow next weekend. 

The 2008 Olympic gold-medallist 
is set for his second fight at the 
BLuewater complex on Saturday, 
March 23. 

The 27-year-old's first fight under 
the new management of Mick 
Hennessy was at the venue back in 
December and proved so successful 
that he has come back for the 
defence of his WBC Silver Super 
Middleweight title against Colombian 
Alexander Brand. 

He said the 3,000-seater centre is 
the perfect venue for what he hopes 
will be the start of a big year. 


“2013, this is my year," he said. "I 
have got a big feeling about it. I sat 
down and we talked about the 
numbers, and what's the next step. By 
the end of the year I have an outside 
chance of having some big fights. If I 
carry on progressing, they will come. 

"The atmosphere and vibe at Glow 
was unbelievable. Last time it was 
packed out with 3,000 people. 

"I think it gives you an extra few per 
cent when the crowd are there for 
you and it's packed out with people 
wanting to see you win. I'm hoping it's 
the same as last time. 

“In London we struggle for venues. 
It's either a small 1,000-size place or 
the massive 10,000-seater venues. 


There's nothing in between, but Glow 
is 3,000, which is perfect." 

He was originally scheduled to fight 
in January, but this was postponed 
until February and then March. He 
was also originally pencilled in to fight 
Pablo Oscar Natalio Farias, which was 
changed last week. 

"It's been a long training camp," he 
said. “I have been training since the 
second week of January, but I'm 
ready. I'm in a very good place. I'm 
feeling good. I have got a couple of 
little niggles, but you always get 
those going into a fight. 

"He's a good fighter. He's tough and 
unorthodox. He’s a bit wild. I have got 
to be switched on and on my game." 



BIG YEAR: Olympic gold-medallist James DeGale with promoter Mick Hennessy 
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CRICKET 


Tredwell finally feels like he 
belongs on international duty 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miLes@archant.co.uk 

JAMES Tredwell’s fight for international hon¬ 
ours may be ongoing, with him yet to boss the 
spinners’ pecking order, but he has revealed that 
he finally feels at home with his England col¬ 
leagues after a battle with confidence. 

The Kent skipper is hoping to add to his soli¬ 
tary Test cap this month, having been called up 
as cover to Monty Panesar for the series in New 
Zealand. It follows first-choice Graeme Swann 
leaving the squad for America for surgery on his 
troublesome elbow injury. 

It has been a tough fight for the 31-year-old to 
establish himself among the country’s top spin¬ 
ners, but he said that his string of impressive per¬ 
formances in the ODI series against South Africa 
and Australia last summer, in which he took 
seven wickets in four matches, paved the way for 
a man-of-the-match display against India in Jan¬ 
uary and subsequent involvement in the New 
Zealand ODI and T20 squads in February. 

“Last summer to a certain extent was the turn. 
I had one good game and then we played South 
Africa and Australia at Old Trafford,” he said. 
“That made me believe I could be there and be¬ 
longed at that level. India topped that off and 
proved I could perform at that level. It’s just a 
matter of doing what I’m doing.” 

He had previously doubted his ability to step 
up: “I think I would be lying if I said I didn’t. At 
any level when you make a step up there’s al¬ 
ways doubts, maybe not outwardly, but it’s ‘Oh 
hang on, this is different to what I’ve been used 
to’. I think there will always be doubts there, so 
to get a good couple of performances is a must. 

“That had a bearing on me doing well in India. 
Last summer proved to me I could do it at that 
level. To go to India with that confidence was 
good.” 

He remained coy on his chances of being se¬ 
lected for the Ashes, with it largely dependent on 
how fit Swann is by July. 

“Swanny has a good chance of being fit by 
then. I’m sure he will feature and be there or 
thereabouts,” he said. “Equally, Monty has done 
really well in India and he’ll get a go, I’m sure. 
Just because he [Swann] is not there, it doesn’t 
mean I’ll feature. If the opportunity arises, you 
have to grab it.” 
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NUMBER ONE? Tredwell in battle of the spinners 

Much has been said about the differences in 
personality between the reserved Tredwell and 
extrovert Swann, but Tredders prefers to focus 
on improving his game rather than getting in¬ 
volved in any mind games. 

“I think we are all individuals,” he said. “It 
would be wrong for me to do it like Swanny, and 
him to do it like me. 

“Obviously, I try to take things from other 
players, certainly cricket-wise, and improve my 


TRIO OF TOP SPINNERS 


Graeme Swann 

Test matches/wickets: 50/212 
ODI matches/wickets: 76/101 
T20I matches/wickets: 39/51 
First-class matches/wickets: 239/689 

Monty Panesar 

Test matches/wickets: 46/159 
ODI matches/wickets: 26/24 
T20I matches/wickets: 1/2 
First-class matches/wickets: 174/596 

James Tredwell 

Test matches/wickets: 1/6 
ODI matches/wickets: 14/22 
T20I matches/wickets: 5/3 
First-class matches/wickets: 128/335 


game and character. Everyone is a different 
character. It would be wrong to change yourself 
to something you’re never going to be. 

“We haven’t been in squads together. If he’s 
there, then I’m not. Our paths do cross and it’s 
amenable when we do meet - hopefully he feels 
the same. There’s a bit of friendly rivalry. 

“When I’m around, hopefully it drives him on 
to better performances. That’s sport, isn’t it? 
We’ve been through that at various points in 
our career. All the time I’m pushing, trying to 
improve my game - that benefits everyone. I 
think it’s a healthy situation.” 

It is a busy summer of cricket coming up, with 
the Ashes starting in July and the NatWest series 
against the Aussies in September, effectively 
making it two Ashes clashes. New Zealand are 
also visiting and there is the ICC Champions 
Trophy with which to contend. 

“It’s a massive summer. There’s a fair amount 
coming up,” he said. “I’ve been in and around 
the set-up for a while now - hopefully that’s the 
case going forward. 

“I have just got to put my name in the ring 
constantly - if that opportunity does arise, I’ve 
got to take it when it does come.” 


SPORTS SHORTS 


CRICKET 

Meet stars of past and 
present at conference 


ATHLETICS 

Sisters to represent 
GB at world champs 


MOTORSPORT 

Omani Porsche star 
signs for Motorbase 

MOTORBASE Performance has signed up 
Ahmad AL Harthy and Michael Caine for its 
British GT Championship title defence. 

Team principal David Bartrum confirmed the 
GT squad will compete under the new banner of 
Oman Air Motorbase for 2013, with reigning 
British GT champion and Motorbase stalwart 
Caine partnered by Porsche Carrera Cup BG 
Pro-Am 1 champion AL Harthy. 

Omani-based Al Harthy makes the step up to 
endurance-racing following his Pro-Am 1 
championship title win in the Carrera Cup GB 
last season. 

■ The Championship gets under way at 
Oulton Park on Monday, April 1. 


KENT is hostING a national conference to 
promote grassroots cricket at the St Lawrence 
Ground next weekend. 

The One Game, One Day conference takes 
place between 10am and 3pm on Saturday, 
March 23, with cricketers past and present set 
to take part in Q&As and offer advice through 
practical sessions and workshops. 

Those in attendance inclue Mike Gatting, Kent 
coach Jimmy Adams, England women's captain 
Charlotte Edwards and Kent player Sam 
Billings. 

For more information, you can visit www. 
kentcricketboard.co.uk. Tickets are £10 per 
person or £5 per person in a group of four. 


TWO young athletics stars have been named in 
the British World Cross-Country Championships 
squad. 

Sisters 17-year-old Alex and 15-year-old 
Bobby Clay, of the Invicta East Kent Athletic 
Club, will represent GB's junior women at the 
championships in Bydgoszcz, Poland, on Sunday, 
March 24. 

The pair have been punching above their 
weight this season, often finishing above their 
senior rivals in national events. 

They qualified for the trip to Poland at the 
World Cross Trials at Cofton Park in 
Birmingham, with Bobby finishing second and 
Alex sixth. 


GjOLlS 

Ceittul 



This season marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Gills being known 
as Gillingham, having originally being 
founded as New Brompton. We are 
celebrating those we think deserve a 
place in the team of the century. 


NICKY SOUTHALL 


Date of birth: 

January 28,1972 

Gills stats: 379 

appearances, 30 
goals 

Clubs: Hartlepool, 

Grimsby, Gills, 

Bolton, Norwich, 

Nottingham Forest 

THERE are not many players who can lay 
claim to having had four successful spells 
at one club, finishing your last at the age of 
39. But Nicky Southall, also known as 
Trigger, can. 

The energetic Middlesbrough-born 
player, who was at home anywhere across 
midfield or at full-back, first came to Gills 
fans’ attention in 199 7 when he signed on 
a free transfer from Grimsby Town. 

He stayed with the club until the end of 
their first season in Division One in 2001, 
signing for Premier League Bolton Wan¬ 
derers, where he struggled, despite 18 
appearances and a goal against Newcastle 
United. That made him one of few players 
to appear in all four divisions. 

The free-kick specialist returned to the 
Gills in December 2002, and helped them 
to 11th place in Division One the following 
season, their highest-ever finish in the 
Football League. 

He stayed until they were relegated from 
the then re-branded Championship, join¬ 
ing Nottingham Forest in the summer of 
2005. He stayed for two seasons as Forest 
just missed out on a play-off place in his 
fi n al campaign. 

He returned to the Gills for his third spell 
in 2007, then aged 35, but could not save 
them from relegation to League Two, 
which came at Leeds on the final day of the 
2007/08 season. 

He helped them back into League One in 
2008/09 under Mark Stimson but left to 
join Dover Athletic as a player-coach un¬ 
der Andy Hessenthaler the following sea¬ 
son. He then rejoined Hess at Gills as coach 
for his fourth spell in 2010 but left when 
Hessy stepped down in May 2012. He took 
over as player-manager at Ryman One 
South side Whitstable Town this season. 



■ So, do you 
agree? 

Send in your 
opinions on our 
choice or who 
you think would 
have been a 
better option. 
Email greg. 
miles@ 
archant.co.uk 
or write to 
Sport, KOS 
Media, Apple 
Barn, Smeeth 
TN256SR 
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SOFA & BED SALE 

Leather & fabric sofas and Sofa beds • Divans • Bedframes • Mattresses • Wing chairs • Footstools • Headboards 
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HIGH SEAT CHAIRS FROM £199 
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CHOICE OF COLOURS - CHOICE OF WOOD COLOUR 
MANY IN STOCK FOR 
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ELECTRIC TILT & 
RISE CHAIRS 
FROM 



£399 


Simply 

Sofas & Beds 


Rimini Fabric Collection 

3 SEATER SOFA & 2 ARM CHAIRS 

was £1398 NOW £899 SAVE £499 

In stock for free immediate delivery. 

Double Bed Frame 

(faux leather) 

was £199 Now £99 
* save £100 

In stock for free immediate delivery. 

mattresses 
start from £89 


39 High St, Strood, Kent 

Call now: S 01634 296905 

www.simplysofasandbeds.co.uk 
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